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Rise of the Far Right in Chile
31 December 2025, by Oscar Mendoza

Kast’s surprising victory speech hit a
moderate  tone  calling  for  national
unity,  avoiding  attacks  on  political
opponents and even praising Jara for
“her courage…in facing a very difficult
challenge…and fighting till  the end.”
He also stated that people had voted
for  change,  hinting  at  a  major
d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  t h e  c u r r e n t
government’s  pol ic ies .

He has received congratulations on his
win from a number of far-right figures
including Argentina’s president Javier
Milei.  Millei  posted  a  map  of  Latin
America  on  X  with  Chile  joining
Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Paraguay
and Peru governed by the right.

How did Chile move from the euphoria
of  Gabriel  Boric’s  triumph  in  2021,
with a 10-point lead over Kast, to a far
right-wing victory?

First, we can point to the failure of the
Boric  presidency  to  secure  a  new
constitution, which could replace the
one  from  the  Pinochet  dictatorship
(1980), with some amendments during
the Coalition of Parties for Democracy
(CPPD) after 1990.

The social  revolt  that  led  to  Boric’s
win had already approved a plebiscite
for constitutional change. Securing a
new constitution that would overcome
the  barriers  to  the  inequality  of
income distribution, health, education
and pensions was its main task.

But  when  the  f ina l  dra f t  was
submitted  to  a  referendum  vote  on
September  4,  2022,  it  was  soundly
rejected by 62% to 38%.

The  always-present  right  wing  had
campaigned  hard  against  the  new
constitution, and its victory allowed a
majority  right-wing  delegates  to
develop its proposal,  which was also
soundly defeated in a December 2023
referendum.

By that point, Chileans had moved on
from  constitutional  concerns  to  the
bread-and-butter,  post-pandemic
issues of employment, inflation, mass
immigration  and  public  safety.  Of
course, the issues of inequality, health
care, education and pensions bubbled
in the background, always present.

The  changed  political  climate  had
diminished the optimism and much of
the trust in Boric’s government, whose
popularity  steadily  declined  despite
attempts  by  the  government  to
address  key  issues  —  even  with
Boric’s relative success in terms of the
economy, which is growing steadily as
inflation  is  well  under  control,  and
Labor Minister Jara’s achievements in
increasing  the  minimum  wage,
reducing  the  working  hours  and
implementing  pension  reform.

“Falling to Pieces”
False Narrative
The right’s narrative of Chile “falling
to  pieces”  was  pushed  daily  by  the
majority rightwing media. It  grew in
strength  with  continued  attacks  on
economic competence and the failure
to  curb  “illegal  immigration”  and
crime, principally violent crime.

Secondly,  for  the  2025  elections
voting  was  made  mandatory.  Most
analysts  agree  that  these  additional
“forced  voters,”  normally  not
interested  or  engaged  in  politics,
mostly expressed discontent with the
government  and  voted  for  the
opponents  of  Jara,  the  Minister  of
Labor in the Boric government and a
member of the Communist Party.

These voters are neither right nor left,
they are looking for politicians to offer
solutions that deliver more money in
their pockets and safety in the streets
and in their homes.

In  the  November  16  first  round  of
elections,  of  the  eight  candidates,
Jeanette  Jara  won 26.58% while  the
top three right-wing parties won the
majority. José Antonio Kast, a 59-year-
old lawyer and leader of the extreme
right-wing  populist  Republican  Party
won 23.92%.

Including  Kast,  the  top  three  right-
wing candidates won over 50% of the
vote  whi le  the  People’s  Party
candidate won almost 20%. Although
Jara worked to win the People’s Party
voters,  most  voted  for  Kast  in  the
decisive second round.

This was Kast’s third time running for
president; last time Boric beat him by
a 10% margin. Kast’s father arrived in
Chile in 1951 from Germany, where he
had  been  an  army  officer  and  Nazi
Party member. His brother was a key
minister in the Pinochet regime.

Kast has claimed that Pinochet, if still
alive,  would  have  voted  for  him.
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However, he did not run on his very
extreme right-wing social views, such
as  complete  opposition  to  abortion,
but as someone prepared to efficiently
govern. In fact, the election of Kast is
not necessarily a sign of some major
shift to the right in Chilean politics.

The country will go from a progressive
president  in  Boric  to  a  far-right
extremist  in  Kast,  but  Chile  is  most
definitely not “falling to pieces”’ and
its strong institutions will continue to
function fairly normally.

The  right’s  failure  to  dominate
Congress,  which  has  a  tie  in  the
Senate  and  a  simple  right-wing
majority in the lower chamber, means
that  legislation  will  have  to  be
negotiated.  With the strong People’s
Party representation (14 deputies) and
its  plan  to  be  in  active  opposition
means  that  the  more  extreme
measures  in  Kast’s  program  are
unlikely  to  succeed.

Some  observers  feel  that  a  Kast
administration is  bound to fail  for  a
number  of  reasons.  Campaign
promises,  such as putting an end to
crime  and  deporting  over  330,000
i r regu la r  immigran t s ,  seem
undeliverable.  Others  believe  that  if
he acts in the pragmatic manner he
signaled on the night of his triumph,
focuses on crime, immigration and the
economy, and builds on the stability
and  growth  delivered  by  the  Boric
government, he has a good chance.

Kast has issued a demand that those
immigrants without status self-deport
between  h is  e lec t ion  and  h is
installation  next  March.  For  the

Venezuelans,  Peruvians,  Colombians
and  Haitians,  even  Bolivians  and
Argentinians  who  have  overstayed
their  visas  or  came  across  the
northern  borders.

Chile  is  a  magnet  because  of  its
relatively  stable  economy.  These
recent  immigrants  have  family  and
friends in  the country.  Kast  says he
will  build  a  wall,  but  that  will  not
prove easy along the long and porous
Peruvian and Bolivian borders.

With  organized  crime  spreading
throughout  Latin  America,  Chile’s
violent  crime  rate  has  gone  up,
although it seems already in decline.
However, Chileans feel less safe and
Kast’s  “Implacable  Plan”  outlines  an
iron-fist policy. According to the New
York  Times  December  13,  2025
fea ture  on  “The  Cr ime  Wave
Reshaping Latin American Politics” by
Emma Bubola,  Kast  met  last  month
with  Salvadoran  president  Nayib
Bukele’s  security  minister.  Kast  and
his team have almost no experience of
government,  and  unless  prominent
members of the more traditional right
parties  agree  to  join  the  cabinet,
technical  and  political  mistakes  are
almost inevitable.

Kast  himself  makes  a  virtue  of  his
inabil ity  and  unwil l ingness  to
compromise.  Given  that  politics  in
government  is  all  about  reaching
agreement, it’s impossible to see how
the president Kast will differ from the
long-term candidate. Can the leopard
lose his spots?

However,  it  looks  increasingly  clear
from  Kast  and  his  closest  advisers’
pronouncements  and  ongoing

meetings  with  traditional  right-wing
personalities and former government
ministers and their advisers, that his
first  cabinet  to  be  announced  in
January, will draw from the whole of
the right-wing spectrum.

Unlike  the  United  States,  where
Trump  enjoys  a  legislative  and
executive  “trifecta”  and  the  almost
total loyalty of the GOP, Kast will have
no such luxury.  Political  actors  who
neither owe him allegiance nor have
an interest in seeing him succeed hold
considerable  sway  in  Congress,  and
he’s in for a rough ride.

Some analysts have even predicted a
resurgence  of  mass  protests  just
months  from  the  president ia l
inauguration in March 2026. I’m not
convinced  about  this  since  Jara  and
the  whole  of  the  forces  behind  her
campaign have called for responsible
opposition within Chile’s institutional
framework and wholly within the law.

As the next  electoral  cycle  for  local
councils  and  governors  is  scheduled
for  October 2028,  his  administration
will  have  30  months  before  his
performance  in  the  role  will  be
subjected to public scrutiny.

In  the  meantime,  a  vast  number  of
Chileans  will  wait  and  see  what
develops,  with  only  a  quarter  of  all
vo ters  who  are  s taunch  Kas t
supporters  fully  committed  to  his
success. Only then, I think, could we
speak of a decisive and definite rise of
the far right.

Source: January-February 2026, ATC
240.

Support the prisoners, stop the repression in
Tunisia
30 December 2025, by Édouard Soulier

The Tunisian revolution which began
15 years ago put an end to the brutal
regime of dictator Ben Ali after nearly
23  years  ru le .  The  process  o f
transforming  society  that  began  at
that  time  has  been  gradually  called
in to  ques t ion ,  then  bru ta l l y

interrupted over the past four years by
the  current  president,  Kaïs  Saïed.
Elected  “by  default”  in  2019,  a
candidate  deemed  harmless  and
opposed  to  an  increasingly  corrupt
establishment and political parties, he
took  advantage  of  the  discredit  of

almost the entire political class during
the  post-revolutionary  decade.  This
explains why the July 2021 coup d’état
enjoyed some popular support. Under
the  pretext  of  Islamist,  Zionist  and
migratory  threats,  Kaïs  Saïed  has
taken control of all the machinery of
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power in a few months.

A regime based on
repression
Kais  Saied’s  regime  was  installed
against  a  backdrop  of  paranoia  and
the fight against corruption but also
the  stigmatization  of  immigrants,
under  the  guise  of  fighting  against
“foreign influences” and even, without
shame, against “imperialism.” At the
same time,  however,  Kaïs  Saïed has
agreed,  in  order  to  replenish  the
state’s  coffers,  to  become  Europe’s
auxiliary in the repression of migrant
crossings. He constantly points to an
internal  enemy,  demonizing  his
opponents, civil  society or judges, in
order to justify food shortages, power
cuts and all the difficulties of daily life.

Since 2021, Kaïs Saïed has massively
used  preventive  detention,  without
trial, as well as a law on “fake news”,
allowing the arrest of any opponent.
Another  lever  is  the  charges  of
undermining  state  security  and
terrorism,  sometimes  punishable  by
death.  After  attacking  his  main
political opponents in 2023, Kais Saied
has gradually extended the repression
to the entire civil society.

Political trials

In  early  December,  the  appeals
against  sentence  of  the  so-called
“conspiracy against the security of the
state” media trial against journalists,
lawyers,  political  opponents,  human
rights defenders, senior civil servants
and  ordinary  citizens  were  handed
down. In April,  in the first  instance,
delirious prison sentences, of up to 66
years, were delivered at the end of a
procedure  marked  by  ser ious
violations of the rights of the defence.
The  Tunis  Court  of  Appeal  finally
upheld sentences ranging from 2 to 45
years in prison.

The  contours  of  the  “conspiracy”
remained  extremely  vague,  the
evidence non-existent and, above all,
the defendants were prevented from
defending  themselves.  Most  of  the
"evidence"  is  based  on  simple
m e e t i n g s  w i t h  E u r o p e a n
representatives  and  diplomats,
presented as evidence of international
collusion.  It  should  be  noted  that,
among the defendants, Bernard-Henri
Lévy (!) was sentenced to 33 years in
prison  on  the  basis  of  clearly  anti-
Semitic  charges.  This  anti-Semitic
conspiracy  theory,  in  which  anti-
Zionism  is  instrumentalized,  is  also
tinged  with  negrophobic  racism,
against a backdrop of the fantasy of
the  “great  replacement.”  In  an

attempt  to  show that  he still  enjoys
popular  support,  Saïed  organised  a
demonstration of support in Tunis at
the  end  of  December  of  about  a
thousand people, a low figure despite
the support of the police and the use
of state resources.

Resistance that
persists
Despite  the  repression,  resistance
continues to be organized: campaigns
in  support  of  the  prisoners  multiply
and continue to march every month in
Tunis. The anti-pollution movement in
Gabès  is  a lso  cont inuing.  The
economic  conditions,  combined  with
the  delirious  repression  imposed  by
the  government,  have  profoundly
weakened  pol it ical  and  social
organizations.  Fifteen  years  of
revolution  have  not  been  erased  in
this  way and the resistance remains
strong, but it is essential to massively
support Tunisian activists, imprisoned
or  not,  and  to  demonstrate  that
Saied’s  pseudo-anti-imperialism  only
serves to strengthen a police state at
the service, precisely, of imperialism.

24 December 2025

Translated  by  International
Viewpoint from l’Anticapitaliste.

Big success for general strike in Portugal
29 December 2025, by Antonio Louçã

A violent attack on
the world of work
The  government’s  confidence  in  the
two  “oppositional”  pillars  that
supported  its  parliamentary  minority
was such that it dared to announce the
most  radical  legislative  package  in
recent decades. It went far further in
its  anti-working-class,  anti-people
brutality than any other government in
t h e  f i f t y  y e a r s  t h a t  t h e
counterrevolution has just celebrated.
Even the various governments with an
absolute  majority  of  the  right,  after

1975,  never  dared  to  consider  the
extreme  measures  contained  in  this
“employment package”.

Among the many provisions provided
for  are,  in  particular,  an  unlimited
green light  for  individual  dismissals,
nullity  of  judgments  ordering  the
reinstatement of a dismissed worker,
the right for the employer to call on
external  companies  to  carry  out  the
work  of  the  dismissed  persons,  the
obligation  for  workers  with  young
children to accept weekend hours, and
the  implementation  of  an  individual
hour counter  so that  overtime is  no
longer  paid  as  such,  among  other

things.

A n d  s u d d e n l y ,  t h e  r e c k l e s s
government  of  Luís  Montenegro
realized  that  the  conservatives’
comfortable  parliamentary  majority,
backed by the fascists and the PS, and
the prospect that only two right-wing
candidates  would  qualify  for  the
second  round  of  the  presidential
elections  in  January,  no  longer
corresponded to the revolt of the real
country.

At  the  beginning  of  December,  the
polls  already  showed  broad  popular
support  for  the  call  for  a  general
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strike,  and  the  indications  of  the
polling  institute  Vox  Populi  already
reflected the willingness to strike of
m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  n e v e r
participated in a strike in their lives.
The government has tried everything
to  dissuade  the  population  from
joining the strike, promising to raise
the minimum wage from 870 euros to
1,600  euros  and  the  average  salary
from 1,600 euros to 3,000 euros. But
these  extravagant  promises,  without
any date or guarantee, were ignored.

Unprecedented
participation in
the strike
On the day itself, participation in the
strike  reached  an  unprecedented
level.  The  CGTP,  a  trade  union
federation with a Communist majority,
estimated the number of strikers at 3
million out of a working population of
5.3 million people. The UGT, a trade
union  federation  with  a  Socialist
majority,  announced  an  even  higher
figure.  Participation  statistics  are
always  controversial,  but,  regardless
of the accuracy of the calculations, the
strike has demonstrated its strength in
an  undeniable  way  by  paralyzing
essential services.

Public  transport  was  paralyzed  in
almost the entire country. The Lisbon
metro had to close its  doors.  Trains
that  were  not  subject  to  minimum
services  were  totally  paralyzed,  and
many of those that were included in
the minimum services also did not run.
At Lisbon airport, the strike led to the
cancellation of 400 flights. The boats
that  cross  the Tagus have remained
docked. Most schools closed and the
strike  in  education  lasted  until  the
next day, 12 December. In hospitals,
consul tat ions  and  scheduled
operations were cancelled,  with only
emergencies  being  taken  care  of.
Household  waste  was  not  collected.
Large  private  companies,  such  as
Auto-Europa,  a  subs id iary  o f

Volkswagen and the country’s largest
exporter, completely ceased activity.

The minister of the Presidency, Leitão
Amaro,  made  a  fool  of  himself  by
declaring on television that the strike
was  “insignificant.”  The  country’s
most  popular  joke  became  the
comparison  between  this  character
and  Saddam  Hussein’s  propaganda
minister, who continued, unperturbed,
to assert in front of the cameras the
successes of the Iraqi forces, while the
sound  of  imperialist  artillery  was
already heard in the background of his
own broadcast. The man who has gone
down  in  history  under  the  name  of
“Comical  Ali”  now  has  in  Amaro  a
second-rate imitator.

The  irrefutable  facts  speak  a  more
serious  and  completely  different
language. Faced with the success of
the  general  strike,  the  government
deemed  it  prudent  to  put  aside  its
proclaimed  intransigence  and
announced  that  it  would  reopen
negotiations  on  the  “employment
package.” When the union reopens, it
wants only the UGT as an interlocutor,
in order to sow discord between the
two  trade  union  federations  which,
since  2013,  had  never  called  for  a
general strike. Another telling fact has
been  the  dramatic  change  in  the
position of the far-right Chega party:
while  a  month  ago  it  praised  the
general  meaning  of  the  new  laws
announced and vilified the call for a
strike, it has now shown sympathy for
the  strikers’  motivations.  This
a p p a r e n t l y  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e
“employment  package",  as  it  stands,
will no longer be able to count on a
parliamentary majority.

The confrontation
continues
This  first  success  of  the  workers’
struggle  does  not  mean  that  the
danger has vanished. The government
and the employers’ confederations will

look for another way to impose their
neoliberal  agenda  and  ultimately
create  a  reg ime  o f  unbr id led
capi ta l i sm  wi thout  any  lega l
impediments. To do this, they will be
able to count on the complicity of the
far right and the PS, but also on the
collaborationist or,  at the very least,
demobilizing  attitude  of  the  union
leaderships.

The UGT declared, just after this day
of general strike, that a second strike
could be necessary if the government
remained  intransigent  on  the
substantive  issues.  This  seems  a
combative  attitude,  but,  in  reality,
before making a threat that it cannot
hold  alone,  the  UGT  should  have
refused  the  role  of  sole  interlocutor
offered  to  it  by  the  government.  As
things stand, and knowing the UGT’s
track record,  the threat of  a second
day of strike action can only be seen
as  rhetoric  designed  to  negotiate  a
few  minor  concess ions  at  the
bargaining  table.

The  CGTP,  for  its  part,  did  not  get
involved this time in the generalized
organization  of  picket  lines,  limiting
itself in many cases to supporting only
those organized at the initiative of the
rank-and-file.  And  during  the  large,
young  and  combative  demonstration
that it called to go to the parliament, it
was content to give the usual speeches
to  be  heard  by  the  head  of  the
procession.  It  immediately  left  the
area,  while  columns  of  protesters
continued to pour in for several hours,
fighting through the narrow streets to
enter  the  square  in  front  of  the
parliament.  In  leaving  the  premises,
the  CGTP  also  abandoned  the
demonstrators who had responded to
its  call  and  who  had  trusted  its
leadership,  leaving  them  without
instructions, facing the police and at
the mercy of  provocations  that  then
gave rise to a ferocious repression.

15 December 2025

Translated  by  International
Viewpoint  f rom  marx21.ch .
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Wagner’s atrocities in Mali
28 December 2025, by Paul Martial

The country’s president, Assimi Goïta,
who  came  to  power  in  a  putsch,
justified  his  coup  by  the  previous
regime’s  inability  to  defeat  the
jihadists.  Nearly five years later,  his
record  i s  ca tas t roph ic ,  bo th
economically and security-wise.

Inhumanity
If  the  religious  dimension  of  the
conflict  in  Mali  exists,  it  should  not
overshadow  social  and  community
issues. Peaceful solutions can only be
political and developed by the people
themselves. They are urgent, because
the  more  the  conflict  drags  on,  the
more acts of violence against civilians
increase in quantity and horror.

Numerous  reports  detail  the  abuses
committed by Wagner mercenaries. In
Tinzaouaten, drones bombed the town
in retaliation. In Moura, hundreds of
people were executed for three days.
The  stories  of  Malian  refugees  in
Mauritania  evoke  mass  rapes.
Journalists  from  Jeune  Afrique  have
infiltrated a Telegram network called

“White Uncles in Africa 18+”, where
videos of  executions and torture are
sold in centres set up in Malian army
barracks.  Other  videos,  collected  by
investigators  from  the  International
Criminal  Court,  show  scenes  of
corpses  being  butchered  and  even
acts akin to cannibalism.

Testimonies collected by human rights
organizations describe the burning of
villages,  looting  and  theft  of  the
inhabitants’ meagre possessions. They
also  report  kidnappings  for  ransom.
The main victims are Malians from the
Fulani  or  Tuareg  communities,
wrongly accused of being accomplices
of the jihadists.

Deleterious effects
From  the  beginning  of  Wagner’s
intervention,  in  December  2021,
evidence of  crimes against  humanity
has  multiplied.  The  mercenaries
seemed  to  act  with  impunity.  The
replacement of Wagner in 2024 by the
Africa  Corps,  a  structure  directly
dependent on the Russian Ministry of
Defence,  has  unfortunately  not

changed this  dramatic situation,  and
for good reason: more than 80% of the
members of the company founded by
Yevgeny  Pr igozhin  have  been
integrated into the new entity.

The  despicable  behaviour  of  these
mercenaries  encourages  the  Malian
military  to  more  violence  against
civilians  and  accentuates  divisions,
even  community  hatred.  Villagers
forced to cooperate with the jihadists
are  considered  accomplices  by  the
Malian authorities.

The  members  of  the  Africa  Corps
obviously  have no interest  in  seeing
the situation in the country improve,
because  chaos  remains  a  lucrative
source of income for them.

In fact, Assimi Goïta guarantees total
impunity to a foreign private military
company  that  massacres  its  own
compatriots,  thus  contradicting  his
claims to defend Mali’s sovereignty.

24 December 2025

Translated  by  International
Viewpoint from l’Anticapitaliste.

Racial Injustice Inferno
27 December 2025, by Against the Current Editors

That specter of enormous rollbacks in
the long struggle for racial justice will
be  our  focus  here,  even  though it’s
hard to see past the headlines of the
Trump regime’s nonstop atrocities and
swirling chaos.

T h e  c o n t e x t  i n c l u d e s  t h e
administration’s daily signs of possibly
cracking — over economic failures and
rocketing  health  costs,  popular
outrage and community resistance to
ICE  atrocities,  cancellation  of  all
asylum  applications,  serial-murder
bombings of boats in the Caribbean,
the  pardon  of  drug  kingpin  former
Honduran  president  Juan  Orlando
Hernandez, and whatever’s hiding in

those Epstein files.

Its  twofold  core  mission,  however,
remains  intact:  massively  expanding
the  wealth  of  the  already  rich,  and
dismantling at warp speed decades of
accomplishments  of  Civil  Rights  and
racial  justice  struggles.  The  first  of
these was not only the primary focus
of  Trump’s  big  barf-bag  bill.  It  also
energizes global moves to enrich his
family  and corporate cronies — that
scheme for Mar-a-Gaza luxury resorts
without Palestinians, the treacherous
betrayal of Ukraine to line up business
deals with Putin’s Russia, his looming
regime-change  war  plan  to  grab
Venezuela’s oil (and distract attention

from all-Epstein-all-the-time news).

But it’s the counterrevolution against
civil  rights and racial  equality that’s
likely  to  have  the  longest-lasting
consequences  even  after  this  post-
constitutional gangster administration
is gone. It’s far from clear that even a
post-Trump  Democratic  presidency
would seriously commit to undoing the
damage.
Reversible Progress

That  Black  Liberation  and  racial
equality have constantly been central
to the hard struggles for democracy
and  social  progress  in  the  United
States is of course no new discovery.
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Leaders  from Frederick  Douglass  to
W.E.B. Du Bois to A. Philip Randolph
to Rosa Parks to Martin Luther King,
Jr.  and  every  historian  of  the  civil
rights movement have all emphasized
the point. Indeed, the reason why the
movement is so intensively studied in
every generation is that U.S. history
simply cannot be understood without
it.

By  the  same  token,  restoration  of
white supremacy is the pivot on which
democratic rights can be turned back.
Today, the speed with which so much
of the civil rights revolution is being
reversed  is  both  astonishing  and
instruct ive.  From  the  hal ls  of
academia to the military to the federal
work force and the iconic Smithsonian
museums,  the  quest  for  equality  is
vilified — while “Make America Great
Again” is a barely disguised appeal to
assumptions  of  inherent  “white”
intellectual  and  cultural  superiority.

Ground had been prepared by decades
of  “backlash”  as  white  southern
Democratic (“Dixiecrat”) voters moved
to the Republican Party after the 1964
election  and  passage  of  civil  rights
legislation.  Waves  of  litigation  were
launched,  twisting  the  civil  rights
quest for equality into a mythology of
“anti-white discrimination.”

Thus,  for  example,  the 1970s Bakke
case  in  California  sharply  restricted
affirmative action in higher education
admissions, although not fatally all at
once.  At the University of  Michigan,
the African American proportion of the
undergraduate student body was cut
in  half  after  affirmative  action  was
banned by a 2006 voter referendum,
from  around  eight  percent  to  4.5%
today. The Associated Press (October
23,  2025)  reports  on  the  national
trend:

After  decades of  gradual  growth,
the  number  of  Black  students
enrolling at many elite colleges has
dropped in the two years since the
Supreme Court banned affirmative
action in admissions, leaving some
campuses  with  Black  populations
as small as 2% of their freshman
class.

Wrecking Ball
Even more menacingly, the Supreme
Court  under  Chief  Justice  John
Roberts  has  step  by  step  weakened
the  critically  important  1965  Voting
Rights Act (VRA) until it is practically
a  dead  letter.  During  the  Obama
administration, the Court removed the
federal  government’s  oversight  of
election  procedures  in  states  that
historically  disenfranchised  Black
vo ters .  I t  now  enab les  s ta te
legislatures  to  engage  in  hyper-
partisan  political  gerrymandering  of
voting districts, so long as they’re not
explicitly labelled as racially motivated
even when everyone knows they are.

Quite likely, the remaining protections
under Section 2 of the VRA, allowing
citizens  to  sue  over  racially  biased
redistricting, are targeted to be swept
away in the Court’s current term.

In any case, the irregular mid-decade
redistricting  ordered  by  Trump  in
Republ ican-control led  states
beginning  in  Texas,  Missouri  and
Indiana  is  geared  to  weaken  Black
representation  in  Congress.  And the
retaliation  by  Democratic-controlled
California  can  only  deepen  the
justified cynicism with which so much
of  the  population  already  views  the
country’s dysfunctional institutions.

When Trump and his merry band of
gangsters  returned  to  power,  then,
they  inherited  a  quietly  crumbling
edifice  of  civil  rights  protections  to
which  they’re  taking  the  wrecking
b a l l .  V i l i f y i n g  “ w o k e , ”  D E I
(diversity/equity/inclusion)  and
Critical  Race  Theory  (CRT),  their
intent is to turn the racial and social
justice  clock  back  six  or  seven
decades.

CRT  is  especially  relevant  as  an
academic  framework  holding  that
racism  is  not  simply  an  individual
prejudice  but  is  systemical ly
embedded  in  U.S.  legal  systems,
policies and institutions. That’s central
to the study of how American society’s
racial  structures  can  enable  civil
rights and social progress, thought to
be permanent, can be reversed.

Does this mean literally restoring legal
Jim  Crow?  That  would  be  neither

possible nor necessary. After all,  the
d e m i s e  o f  p o s t - C i v i l  W a r
Reconstruction  after  1876  did  not
mean literally reviving slavery in the
South .  Whi te  supremacy  was
entrenched  ins tead  through
systematic  economic  and  social
restrictions — from sharecropping to
enforced  segregation,  a  thousand
crippling  restrictions  on  Black
people’s accumulation of wealth in the
North  and  South  alike,  lynch  mob
terrorism, etc.

In this issue of Against the Current,
Paul  Ortiz  discusses  how  so  many
critical  issues  today  cannot  be
confronted  separately  from  each
other. That’s a key to understanding
where Trump/MAGA and the wretched
duopoly  of  the  capitalist  Republican
and Democratic parties are dragging
us.

The  brutal  inequalities  in  U.S.
capitalism, under which one in eight
people  and  a  higher  proportion  of
children  rely  on  food  assistance
(SNAP), which they were about to lose
in  the  government  shutdown,  are
being  deliberately  widened  by
Trump’s  tax  policies  as  well  as  the
obscene self-enrichment of  corporate
elites and Trump’s corrupt cronies.

Deepening inequality directly impacts
the  lives  of  African  American  and
Latinx  communities  of  course,  in
myriad ways from urban food deserts
and desperately unaffordable housing
to  a  looming  wave  of  rural  hospital
closings — devastating to non-affluent
white people as well.

Mass  incarcerat ion  i s  both  a
deliberate tool of social control, and a
perverse  kind  of  economic  stimulus
where  prisons  are  constructed,
providing local employment where few
other  job  opportunities  exist.  It’s
catastrophic  for  the  incarcerated,
their  families  and  communities,  and
actually a big financial loss for society
as a whole, but the “prison-industrial
complex” is baked into the structure
of race and class injustice.
Broader Connections

Understanding and confronting these
structures  is  also  highly  relevant  to
other struggles even if they may not
appear  directly  related.  A  powerful
example is the reign of terror against



immigrant communities.

But  since  the  targets  of  ICE  and
Border Patrol are not mainly African
American,  what  do  the  ongoing and
pending  rampages  in  Latinx,  South
Asian,  Haitian,  Somali,  Afghan  and
other communities have to do with the
civil rights counterrevolution?

Quite a lot. Under Trump and the right
wing, for example, oversight of police
conduct  such  as  consent  decrees
against  racial  profiling  and  brutality
have been eliminated. Police violence
is  thereby producing the climate for
the Gestapo-like body-snatching,  car-
smashing ICE tactics.

Trump’s calling the Somali community
“garbage,” or that Haitian immigrants
“are eating the dogs,” are pure anti-
Black  bigotry.  Even  more  cynical  is
the  campaign  against  Afghan
refugees,  attempting  to  reverse  the
wide  popular  support  they  have,
especially  among  U.S.  military
veterans of that miserable war, for the
services the Afghan provided and for
the  safety  they  were  promised  in
return.

An  infamous  Supreme  Court  ruling
allowing  ICE to  grab  people  on  the
street or at home for looking brown,
written  by  Trump-appointed  Justice
Brett  Kavanaugh,  flows  from  the
effective  abolition  of  prohibitions
against  racial  profiling.  It  will  of
course  feed  straight  back  into  the
conduct  of  police  forces  against
communities  of  color  everywhere  in
the USA.

As  for  the  mass  incarcerat ion
epidemic and the spreading plague of
for-profit  private  prisons,  it  quite
logical ly  extends  to  the  rapid
construction  of  huge  immigration
detention centers with cynically comic
names  l ike  All igator  Alcatraz,
Speedway  Slammer  (Indiana),
Cornhusker  Clink  (Nebraska)  and
Deportation  Depot  (Florida).

Bringing the horrors  of  Guantanamo
home  to  the  U.S.  mainland,  such
facilities might be left intact for future
use  as  concentration  camps  for

political  detainees  or  designated
unwanted  “surplus”  populations.

Such examples are readily multiplied.
Trump’s  full-frontal  assault  on
university admissions, governance and
DEI programs — to which some like
Columbia,  Indiana  University  and
Northwestern  have  disgracefully
capitulated  —  are  inextricably
intertangled  with  criminalizing
campus Palestine solidarity, reducing
international  student  access,  and
threatening to remove students for the
crime of exercizing free speech rights.

The  overall  lesson  is  that  injecting
toxic  racism  into  political  life  is  a
pivotal strategy of this administration,
a set of policies that will poison our
society for generations unless they’re
directly  confronted  and  defeated.
How?

Looking Forward to Fight

Much of what was won for civil rights,
democracy and liberation will have to
be fought for again, in new conditions
and  undoubtedly  with  new  tactics.
More court battles are being won than
lost, although the courts will not save
what rights and democracy we have in
the face of a lawless regime.

The  biggest  shortcoming  of  the
resistance  so  far  is  that  the  major
forces of the U.S. working class, the
unions,  are  only  weakly  involved  —
with some important exceptions.

Particularly in response to the gutting
of  union  rights  for  federal  workers,
school  voucher  schemes  and  voter
suppression  tactics,  public  service
unions  including  the  American
Federation  of  Teachers,  National
Nurses  United,  AFSCME  and  the
Service  Employees  International
Union  as  well  as  the  American
Federation of Government Employees
have launched various campaigns and
court  challenges.  Industrial  unions,
broadly  speaking,  haven’t  yet
mobilized — in part because sections
of  their  members  are  pro-Trump,
they’re  divided  over  his  tariffs,  and
projects  like  massive  data  centers
offer  construction  jobs  even  though
they’re  short-term  and  come  with

ruinous environmental impacts.

The  good  news  i s  tha t  ac t i ve
resistance is rising, along with popular
revulsion, most visibly in well-videoed
community  and  street  mobilizations
against ICE. It’s also seen in Trump’s
collapsing approval  ratings,  although
the absence of any strong independent
political  force means that anger and
energy  are  channeled  into  the
Democratic  Party  —  where  they’ll
ultimately  face  disappointment  and
dissipation.

The  excitement  over  the  New  York
City  mayoral  election  of  Zohran
Mamdani points to both the potential
of  popular  power,  and  the  dangers.
Mamdani’s performance at the good-
vibes  meeting  with  Trump  doesn’t
negate the threat of ICE in New York,
which  will  require  a  continuing
mobilization to overcome — along with
all  the other obstacles to Mamdani’s
progressive housing, transit and food
affordability agenda.

It’s not only about New York. Take for
example Trump’s threats to the large
Minnesota  Somali  community:  “we
don’t  want them here” and “reverse
migration  is  the  only  answer.”  Not
coincidentally,  that  same  “reverse
migration” term is raised by the far-
right  racist  AfD  party  in  Germany,
openly supported be Elon Musk and
J.D. Vance.

It’s the responsibility of state and local
o f f i c ia l s  to  put  a  threatened
community  under  emergency
protection, and only that community’s
self-organization and a powerful allied
movement  can  bring  the  political
pressure  to  force  them to  do  so  —
along with mounting the independent
defense  actions  that  are  urgently
necessary.

Whether the Trump presidency is truly
in crisis is too early to say. If its daily
crimes against humanity are to bring
about  its  downfall ,  it  has  to  be
organized  and  disciplined  movement
activism to push it over the cliff.

Source:  January-February  2026,  ATC
240.
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What is left of the Chinese Left?
26 December 2025, by Au Loong-Yu

The Left since
1989
About 25 years ago, at the turn of the
century, the shock from the June 4th
Massacre in Tinanmen Square in 1989
began fading away, and political  life
became  sl ight ly  act ive  again,
especially  among  academia.  Debates
revived,  with  positions  divided
between the “Liberals” and the “New
Left”. But the most vocal were neither
liberals nor leftists. The former were
more  like  neoliberals,  interested  in
pushing  for  greater  “marketisation”,
rather  than  demanding  l iberal
democracy.  This  was  partly  (and
understandably)  out  of  concern  for
their safety, and partly out of genuine
belief  in the (capitalist)  market.  The
latter  were  mostly  nationalists  who
defended  the  party  state  (after  the
massacre!) and saw it as the protector
of  the  “national  interest”  or  the
“people’s”  economic  interest  —  but
never their political rights).

On top of this, the age of the internet
also  brought  forward  voices  from
minjian,  or  “common  folk”,  from
“Maoist”  to  “Trotskyist”  or  “Social-
Democrat”. This was also the time of
N G O s ,  w h i c h  w o r k e d  o n  a n d
campaigned for different issues. Hong
Kong’s  academia  and  civil  society
organisations played a significant role
in this process. Although these NGOs
did not work on political campaigning,
they  were  still  closely  monitored  by
the state (especially those working on
labour  issues),  fearing  they  might
radicalise.

The  flourishing  of  political  debates
and  of  NGOs  prompted  many  to
believe that the age of  liberalisation
was coming. But the opposite was the
case. In 2015, Xi Jinping rounded up
and banned most of the labour NGOs
in  mainland  China,  and  arrested
human rights lawyers. In 2018 some
Maoist students launched a solidarity
campaign  with  workers  at  the  Jasic
factory,  who  wanted  to  found  a
workplace  trade  union.  Soon  they

were arrested (or simply kidnapped),
and  this  was  followed  by  a  ban  on
student-led  “Marxism  Societies”  at
various universities. In fact, targeting
Maoists had begun more than 20 years
ago,  when  some  attacked  the  late
president Jiang Zemin for giving party
membership to capitalists. This in turn
radicalised  some  Maoists,  who
founded  the  “Maoist  Communist
Party”. But before long, in 2009, their
leader  Ma  Houzhi  (馬厚芝)  was
sentenced  to  ten  years  in  prison.

With the full-scale crackdown in Hong
Kong in 2020, Beijing took revenge on
its people for daring to resist Beijing’s
extradition  bill  a  year  earlier.  It
exterminated  all  political  opposition
and social movements there, including
trade  unions  and  the  small  Left
circles. Of the last players, the small
Trotskyist group there was symbolic —
it  had  been  the  CCP’s  longest  and
most consistent Left opposition, dating
back nearly a hundred years. Before
the crackdown, the former colony had
given a second chance of survival to a
wide  range  of  China’s  political
dissidents.

In the Mainland there has not  been
any organised opposition since 1949.
From 1979, there was a strong liberal
current,  but  it  was  not  allowed  to
organise.  From  2017,  when  Liu
Xiaobo,  the leading liberal  advocate,
died in prison, the liberals’ influence
has  dwindled  under  Xi’s  repression,
although  it  has  managed  to  make
noises  occasional ly .  Only  the
nationalists have grown stronger and
stronger,  because  they  have  the
support of the regime. Nowadays, no
visible  Left  current  remains.  Even
more  ch i l l ing :  desp i te  be ing
persecuted for years, the Falun Gong
remains the most vocal and organised
current  overseas  (probably  with  an
underground presence in China). As a
religious cult which demands personal
loyalty to its top leader, their political
orientation is  not helpful  to working
people.

What is this
regime?
So how do we characterise a regime
which suppresses all dissidents, from
liberals to all shades of Left currents
and  independent  civic  associations?
Before we give it a name, let’s briefly
discuss its basic features:

1. State power is unlimited. Not only
can  all  public  affairs  ultimately  be
controlled  by  the  state,  but  also
private  lives  as  well,  from women’s
fertility,  to  holding  a  passport,  to
arresting  young  people  enjoying
Halloween.

2.  The  state  is  in  turn  under  the
absolute  control  of  the  party,  which
never bothers to hold free and open
elections. And the party, in turn, is led
by a top leader who can change the
country’s constitution at will to make
himself a lifelong autocrat.

3.  There  isThought  control  and
indoctrination  with  the  party’s
ideology, whose essence is simple —
tingdanghua, gendangzou (聼黨話，跟
黨走), or “listen to the party and follow
the party”.

4.  Its  Chinese  nationalism  is  ethno-
centric.  It  sees  the  nation  as  a
homogenous whole and the party as
i ts  natural  agent .  I ts  Big  Han
chauvinism  has  now  resulted  in
racism,  including  cultural  genocide
and  mass  incarceration  of  Tibetans
and Uighurs.

5. The party also sees Chinese society
as  a  homogeneous  who le ,  so
dissidents are a threat to the nation
that need to be put down. Not only is
organised opposition not allowed, but
even  individual  opposition,  once  it
becomes influential, is silenced.

6. To achieve the goal of zero political
opposition,  the party-state resorts  to
full-scale  surveillance  and  the
infamous social  credit  system. State-
crafted  digitalised  money  further
enhances  the  Orwellian  society.
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7.  Its  economic  strategy,  since  the
mid-1950s,  has  always  been  to
prioritise investment in infrastructure
and  heavy/advanced  industries  over
people’s  basic  consumption  and
wellbeing, as the Great Leap Forward
/ the Great Famine have shown. Since
1979,  the  party  has  reintroduced
capitalism to China, and along with it
a  massive  influx  of  foreign  capital.
This has enabled the party to achieve
t h e  g o a l s  o f  b o t h  r a p i d
industrialisation  and  feeding  the
people.  Relative  poverty  (labour’s
share of national income) has in fact
risen,  however,  because  the  party
bureaucracy  has  used  its  absolute
power to grab and commercialise vital
resources to enrich themselves. It is a
bourgeoisified bureaucracy.

8. Its overseas investment has ranked
in the top five of the world for many
years,  and it  has sought commercial
success and geopolitical power —this
is  not  worse  than  other  capitalist
countries, but neither is it better. This
has  necessarily  driven  Beijing  along
the  road  o f  g l oba l  economic
expansionism. This has been followed
by political  expansionism,  as  it  sees
itself  as  the  legitimate  successor  of
imperial  /  Kuomintang (KMT) China,
along with the “territory” it perceives
to have belonged to it. This is why it
has copied the KMT’s “nine-dash line”
false  claim over  a  big  chunk of  the
South China Sea.

A far-right,
imperialist regime
Only a far-right regime contains all of
these features. While Trump is still in
the  f i r s t  s tage  o f  au tocra t i c
engineering,  Xi  Jinping’s  Orwellian
autocracy has already advanced into
its  digitalised  version,  precisely
because  his  party  already  has
complete  control.  To  see  Beijing  as
something  fundamentally  more
p r o g r e s s i v e  t h a n  T r u m p ’ s
administration is one of the greatest
delusions.

In the midst of the trade war between
the US and China, quite a few among
the international Left feel happy about
Beijing  “standing  up  to  Trump’s
bullying”.  While  we  are  temporarily
entertained  by  Trump’s  failure,  we
must not forget that any Xi victory in
his counter-offensive always requires
the people to pay the price. And, in
the  face  of  both  the  trade  war  (an
external  pressure)  and  China’s
i n t e r n a l  o f  o v e r - c a p a c i t y  /
unemployment,  Xi  has  resorted  to
accelerating China’s exports. This just
shifts  the  problem  elsewhere;  it
doesn’t solve it. In fact, it will magnify
the global crisis.

Fundamentally  speaking,  Xi  is  not

fighting  imperialism.  Rather,  he  is
content  with  his  personal  agenda of
haodaxigong  (好大喜功)  — a  craving
for greatness and glory, while serving
the  co l lect ive  interest  o f  the
bourgeoisified  bureaucracy.  Whether
Beijing  has  reached  parity  with  US
power is an important but secondary
issue.  The  primary  issue  is  that
Beijing’s  global  expansionism  has
gone  down the  road  of  imperialism.
Honest  socialists  do  not  wait  until
Beijing  has  fully  achieved  its  goal
before  warning  the  world  of  this
danger.

As  a  long-standing far  right  regime,
with  no  checks  on  the  state  from
within or from any opposition or social
movement  outside,  Beijing  poses
grave dangers for the Chinese people
and for the world. Yes, US imperialism
is  much  stronger  militarily  and
economically,  and  is  now  more
harmful to the world. But China could
potentially do immense harm as well.
No one could stop Xi from starting an
unjust  war  (just  as  Deng  Xiaoping
invaded  Vietnam  in  1979)  or  from
prioritising  his  fight  for  hegemony
over  his  people,  just  as  Mao  did.  I
have  no  answer  to  th i s  mega
challenge, but the least we can do is
to  call  a  Leviathan  monster  by  its
correct name.

Firs t  publ i shed  in  Amandla ,
December  issue,  2025.

The Other Davos, 16-17 January 2026
25 December 2025, by BFS/MPS

After 40 years of neoliberal economic
doctrine,  we  are  going  through  an
increase  in  social  injustices,  an
impoverishment of an ever-increasing
part of the population and a crisis of
bourgeois  liberal  democracy,  from
w h i c h  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a n d
reactionary  far  right  is  taking
advantage.  The  gains  of  feminist
movements  are  being  called  into
question  and  incitement  to  racial
hatred and militarisation are the new
norm of (inter)national politics.

However,  we  are  not  only  facing  a
political and social crisis, but also an
economic  crisis.  The  unstable

prospects  for  growth  and  profit  are
leading  to  increased  competition  in
the  global  race  for  control  of  value
chains,  natural  resources,  new
markets  and  profitable  investment
opportunities. Imperialist tensions and
the  resulting  wars  lead  to  an  arms
race and militarisation of societies at
home and abroad.

Austerity  measures  in  favour  of  the
arms  industry  and  tax  giveaways  to
the rich accentuate social inequalities.
At the same time, the ecological crisis
is  worsening,  with  increasingly
irreversible  consequences.  The
climate crisis,  species extinction and

the destruction of ecosystems are in
turn  fuelling  social  conflicts  and
reducing the space in which we can
achieve a society of solidarity.

The WEF and the
far right
These  overlapping  crises  have  one
thing in common: they are the result
of the capitalist economic system, in
which a handful of people hold all the
wealth  that  the  vast  majority  of
workers  produce  every  day.  Since
1971,  the  World  Economic  Forum
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(WEF) has been bringing together the
profiteers  of  this  economic  order  to
p r o m o t e  t h e  n e o l i b e r a l  a n d
authoritarian  transformation  of
society.

In  addition,  every  year  in  Davos,
Switzerland, a platform is offered to
the far right. For example, at the WEF
2025,  far-right  Argentine  President
Javier  Milei  proudly  announced  that
he was forming a “global alliance of
freedom against the hegemony of the
woke left” with Musk, Meloni, Bukele,
Orbán,  Netanyahu  and  Trump.  The
WEF  is  therefore  not  a  space  for
dialogue, but a tool for strengthening
the  domination  and  profits  of  the
powerful.

The list of sponsors resembles a Who’s
Who of fossil capital. Therefore, when
the so-called economic leaders and the
global political elite meet in Davos in
January, no solution to the crises will
be presented, but their causes will be
further aggravated.

From resistance to

liberation
At the Other Davos, which will be held
on 16 and 17 January 2026 in Zurich
under the motto “From Resistance to
Liberation”,  we will  build a counter-
power to this "alliance" of capitalists,
bourgeois  and  fascists  together.  We
bring  together  activists  from  many
countries  to  develop  ecosocialist,
feminist and anti-imperialist responses
to the wars and crises of capitalism.
Bringing  together  activists  from
around the world is at the heart of the
conference, as we see it as the key to
global  change.  The  global  uprisings
against corruption and the status quo,
the multiplication of strikes, as well as
the  international  movement  of
solidarity with Palestine thus carry a
new internationalism.

This year’s guests at the Other Davos
include  the  anti-Zionist  Israeli
historian Ilan Pappe (online), Asallah
Mansour  and  other  Palestinian
feminists, the Syrian activist Leila Al-
Shami, Oleksandr Kyselov and Olena
Tkalich from the socialist organization
Sotsialnyi  Rukh  from  Ukraine,  the

socialists  Avery  Wear  and  Shireen
Akram-Boshar from the United States,
the comrades of  the ex-GKN factory
collective  and the trade unionists  of
Sudd Cobas from the Florence region,
anti-racist  activists  from  Border
Forensics in Geneva and the NoMore
Committee  in  Basel,  the  feminist
strike  collective  in  Zurich,  activists
from critical social work (KriSo), the
collective of  critical  teachers (KriLp)
and  students  of  critical  psychology
from Zurich,  as  well  as  many  other
activists  from  Switzerland  and
neighbouring  countries.

The  conference  is  organised  by  the
Movement  for  Socialism  (BFS/MPS)
and will be held at the Volkshaus in
Zurich  (accessible  to  people  with
reduced mobility). The discussions will
be  translated  into  German,  English
and French. The plenaries and some
workshops  will  be  streamed  live  on
YouTube. For the programme see here
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Translated  by  International
Viewpoint from sozialismus.ch.

Two Narratives on the Hong Kong Fire
24 December 2025, by Au Loong-Yu

At Grenfell the construction company
used  cheap  cladding,  while  its
counterpart  at  Wang Fu Court  used
cheap nets and foam boards to cover
the  scaffolding.  In  addition,  the
b u i l d i n g  c o m p a n y  P r e s t i g e
Construction replaced the fire escape
windows with wooden boards to allow
builders to move between scaffolding
and the interior of buildings, allowing
fire and smoke to easily spread when
fire broke out.

Grenfell and Wang
Fu – their
similarities
Grenfell was a social housing project
managed  by  the  Kensington  and
Chelsea  London  Borough  Council’s
management  company  KCTMO.  The

Grenfell inquiry reports revealed that
the building company’s  greed led to
profit  being  prioritized  over  safety.
The tight budget of the local council
provided  incentive  to  favour  cheap
cladding and a willingness to go so far
as  to  c la im  that  the  mater ia l
c o n f o r m e d  t o  “ t h e  r e l e v a n t
provisions”.  This laid the ground for
the  building  companies  to  use
combustible  materials  for  cladding.
Multiple whistle blowers and Grenfell
residents / Action Group warned about
potent ia l  f i re  hazards .  I f  the
overseeing  public  institutions  had
done  their  job,  they  would  have
discovered  these  malpractices.
However, the local council, regulators
and various government departments
all exhibited negligence, complacency
and blame-shifting among themselves.
The privatization of  the construction
industry  standard-setting  body,  the
Building  Research  Establishment

(BRE), in 1997 was another underlying
cause  of  wide-spread  corruption
within the industry. All these factors
eventually  led  to  systemic  failure,
dishonesty,  greed  and  conflicts  of
interest.

In  the  Hong  Kong  case,  when  the
Secretary  of  Security  blamed  the
bamboo  scaffolding  it  was  more  a
distraction from investigating the root
causes  of  the  fire  than  a  credible
claim.  After  the  fire,  most  of  the
covering netting had burned but most
of  the  bamboo  scaffolding  remained
standing.  Bamboo  is  much  less
combustible.  Using  bamboo  for
scaffolding  in  Hong  Kong  is  not
because  of  some  cultural  pride  or
s imply  out  o f  “  technologica l
backwardness”.  It  has more because
of the peculiarities of the city packed
with high rising buildings, leaving only
small  spaces  between  them.  The
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strength  and  lightness  of  bamboo
make  scaffolding  there  much  easier
than using metal ones. While some of
the falling burning bamboo might have
made  the  fire  worse,  it  was  likely
proportionally a much lesser cause of
spreading the fire, although one must
await  an  independent  investigation
into  the  case  before  any  definitive
conclusion  can  be  made.  If  the  fire
alarms had been effective more lives
would have been saved as well.  But
they were not. And neither did the fire
hose reels work.

The  subcontractor  was  probably  not
acting on its own. The unholy trio of
the Wang Fuk owners’ corporation, its
consultant (a local councillor), and the
builders / engineering consultants are
now widely suspected to be involved
in the so called Wei Biu (Cantonese圍
標), or collusion by different players to
bid  for  contracts  handed  out  by
owners’  corporations.  To  make  this
happen,  the  colluders  first  take
control  of  the  owners’  corporations.
Mafia  and  councillors  are  often
involved as well. In the case of Wang
Fu  Court,  a  pro-Beijing  councillor,
Peggy  Wong,  was  the  corporation’s
consultant  and  had  tried  hard  to
persuade  the  corporation  to  accept
Prestige’s bid even though the bid was
the  highest  quotation,  reaching
HK$330 million (more than 30 million
GBP).

As in the Grenfell case, the Wang Fu
case  also  witnessed  residents  and
whistle  blowers  filing  complaints
about fire hazards long before the fire,
but  they  were  ignored  by  both  the
building  company  and  various
government  departments.  In  2024,
campaigner  Jason  Poon  had  warned
about  the  combustible  scaffolding
covering net at both Sui Wo Court and
Wang Fu Court multiple times but had
been  ignored.  He  was  repeatedly
harassed for doing this.

Last  year  residents  a lso  f i led
complaints  about  their  buildings’
potential fire hazards with the Labour
Department, but the latter either said
the law did not have clauses covering
the safety of covering nets, or, when
finally admitting that this was wrong,
they simply replied that the nets were
safe  (which  is  false).  The  Housing
Bureau, the Building Department, the
Urban  Renewal  Authority,  and  the

Fire Services Department all have the
responsibility to regulate and monitor
the safety of such a renovation project
sponsored  by  the  government’s
Mandatory  Building  Inspection
Scheme.  They  all  failed  miserably
because  they  all  merely  relied  on
reports  submitted  by  the  managing
company  of  the  estate,  the  building
company,  or  the  engineer ing
consultant of the owners’ corporation,
without  ever  checking  onsite;  or  if
they did, they only went through the
motions.

How the Basic Law
Laid the Ground
for Rampant
Corruption
This  has  happened  at  a  time  when
corruption in the construction industry
has  become  even  more  rampant.
Instead of complying with the law, it is
a  common  practice  for  building
companies to buy the fire compliance
certificate from the Mainland Chinese
suppliers instead. After the fire, David
Lam Tzit-yuen,  a  legislator  from the
“medical  functional  constituency”,
accused the construction industry  of
being “corrupt to the core with fraud
and exploitation at  every level”,  and
criticized the contractor who had built
metal pipes for the Health Authority
as  being  below  standard  and  also
criticized the shoddy workmanship of
the  Shatin  to  Central  Link  railway
project.  However,  he  failed  to  point
out  one  thing:  why  haven’t  his  six
colleagues  at  the  more  related
constituencies to the fire (real estate
and  construction,  architectural  &
surveying,  and  engineering)  ever
publicly warned about the danger of
corruption and done something about
it?

In  general ,  the  unholy  tr io  of
corrupted  owners’  corporation,  local
councillors  and the  builders  are  the
lowest level of the food chain. If there
is ever an independent investigation it
should first  and foremost investigate
the  top  level  of  the  Hong  Kong
government.  Particularly  the relation
between  Peggy  Wong  and  Clement
Woo – he helped the former to succeed
him as the consultant of the owner’s

corporat ion.  Before  Woo  was
appointed  Undersecretary  of  the
Constitutional  and  Mainland  Affairs
Bureau in 2021, he was the consultant
of  the  Wang  Foo  Court  Owners’
Coroporation,  and was reported that
he  helped  Peggy  Wong  to  succeed
him. On top of that, the newly elected
leg i s l a to r  r epresen t ing  the
Engineering  functional  constituency,
Bok  Kwok  Ming,  i s  now  be ing
questioned about his role in the costly
475 million HK$ renovation of water
pipes  of  the  villa  Fairview  Park.
Owners  there  complained  that  the
decision was forced upon them, and
Bok facilitated such a deal in his role
of being member of a committee and a
working group of the related project
respectively.

The  widespread  corruption  in  the
industry has its root in the Basic law
imposed  on  Hong  Kong  by  Beijing
from  the  very  beginning.  Under  its
Basic Law, not only are one-third of
the legislators “elected” by the above-
mentioned  functional  constituency
(before 2021 it  was nearly half)  but
they are also given the rights to be
part of the electoral committee which
“elect”  the  Chief  Executive  too.
Functional  constituency  mainly
composed of business and professional
sectors,  designed  to  al low  the
business class to hold special  power
over  the  people  and  to  continue  to
block the implementation of universal
suffrage. The practice was borrowed
from the fascist’s corporate state idea,
where governments are composed of
representatives  from  social  sectors
chosen  for  supposedly  having  made
contributions  to  society.  One  cannot
afford to overlook this matter if one is
serious about identifying the causes of
corruption there.

But Hong Kong had been well known
for  its  anti-corruption watchdog,  the
Independent  Commission  Against
Corruption (ICAC).  Founded in  1973
after  strong  social  protests  against
corruption,  the  colonial  government
reluctantly began weeding out corrupt
officials  and  business  people.  Since
then,  it  had been seen as  the  most
respectable  law  enforcing  institution
among the public. Why did the ICAC
not  tack le  the  horr ib le  sca le
corruption in the industry? Although
the Wang Fu fire prompted the ICAC
to prosecute the direct culprit Prestige



directors, this is far from enough, and
this inadequacy dates back some time
ago. Since the pro-Beijing media has
repeatedly  condemned  the  “British
influence”  within  and  beyond  the
ICAC, it seems that for years the ICAC
has  stopped  being  enterprising  in
going  after  corruption.  For  the
watchdog,  going  after  pro-Beijing
politicians  and  businesspeople  is
surely not welcomed by Beijing. With
Chinese companies getting more and
more dominant in the city this implies
that the ICAC is  increasingly having
their hands tied. The case of the head
of  the  ICAC,  Timothy  Tong,  is
particularly telling. In 2013, the Audit
Commission  report  showed  that  he
had misused public funds to wine and
dine  Beijing  officials  in  private,
however  no  charges  were  brought
against him.

One Global
Capitalism, Many
Varieties
This leads us to a discussion about the
dissimilarities  between  the  Grenfell
and  Wang  Fu  cases.  Imagine  the
London mayor arresting young people
for handing out leaflets calling for an
independent  investigation  into  the
Grenfell fire, his police force charging
people who merely plan to run a press
conference  about  the  fire  with
breaking  National  Security  law,  his
local officials chasing away volunteers
who  merely  run  a  supply  station  to
distribute  daily  necessaries  to  the
survivors  of  the  fire,  and,  finally
announcing  the  founding  of  a  non-
independent inquiry committee to look
at  the causes of  the fire.  On top of
this,  the  most  senior  whistle  blower
from a decade ago, Lam Cheuk Ting, a
former  pan-democrat  legislator  who
founded the  “Great  Alliance  of  anti-
corruption and anti-Wai Biu”, is now in
prison  (along  with  hundreds  of
democrat  legislators  and  activists).
This is exactly what has happened in
Hong Kong since 2020, but not in the
UK, at least not yet.

A  self-exiled  Hong  Kong  scholar
Chung  Kim Wah,  now living  in  UK,
commented that there is a connection
between the fire and Beijing’s wiping
out  Hong  Kong’s  autonomy,  rule  of

law, civil society, allowing government
officials and their business cronies to
collude not only without any fear but
even  further  empowered  by  the
National Security law to throw those
who dare to ask questions into prison.
Chung’s comment is very much shared
by most people in Hong Kong.

Yet it is another matter to say that the
city was always clean from corruption
until  the  1997 handover,  and it  has
only  worsened  from  then  on,  or  to
argue  that  while  British  colonialism
benefited  Hong  Kong  people  in
general,  the  Beijing  regime  only
brought  us  hardship  and corruption.
Beijing regime is no good but as far as
colonial government is concerned we
need to ask what period of the colonial
era  we  are  talking  about?  The
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n i a l
government  significantly  reformed
itself is only valid in the short period
of 1973 (the year when the ICAC was
founded)  to  1997.  In  other  words,
most of the colony’ s 150 years plus
history was brutal  and plagued with
corruption. In fact, the ICAC’s relative
success  was  only  a  product  of  a
momentary  a l ignment  in  the
relationship  of  forces  between  the
colonial government and the rise of a
youth  movement,  and  also  between
China,  Hong  Kong  and  the  UK.
Therefore,  the  above  l iberal’s
statement  has  to  be  revised  –  the
British government only outperformed
Beijing during the last  twenty  years
plus of its rule.

Owen Au wrote in the Diplomat about
the Hong Kong case, arguing that “No,
Hong  Kong’s  governance  is  not
becoming  like  China’s.  It’s  actually
worse.  Hong  Kong  is  stuck  in  a
governance  vacuum,  where  neither
democrat ic  nor  authoritarian
accountability  functions  effectively.”
According  to  him,  many  of  Hong
Kong’s governance traditions and key
accountability  mechanisms  “were
designed and institutionalized during
the final decades of British rule, when
the  colonial  government  sought  to
develop Hong Kong into a prosperous
g l o b a l  c i t y  g r o u n d e d  i n
professionalism, public accountability,
and the rule of law.” His list did not
include  “universal  suffrage”.  It
couldn’t, because there was none. So
why  counterpose  “democratic
accountability”  to  “authoritarian

accountability”  in  comparing  the
colonial  government  and  the  Beijing
regime  then?  And  why  is  the  UK,
which  does  have  liberal  democracy,
still  unable  to  stop  corruption  from
growing like cancer?

The  Grenfell  case  and  many  other
similar cases have already shown that
as long as representative government
is based on capitalism it will never get
rid  of  corruption.  Liberal  democracy
allows  people  have  more  rights  to
resist  injustice  than  the  Chinese
authoritarian  capitalism.  But  this
dissimilarity should not blind us from
seeing  their  common  ground  –
capitalism.  Capitalism  is  necessarily
corrupting.  Capitalism means  money
can  also  buy  off ic ials  who  are
supposed to control corruption. This is
exactly  why  Grenfell  and  Wang  Fu
share so much common ground. The
victims  of  the  Grenfell  fire  are  still
waiting  for  justice  eight  years  after
the fire. This is not to mention how a
great  number  of  the  victims  of  the
Post Office scandal have not received
justice 25 years after being wrongfully
prosecuted.

While  able  to  see  the  dissimilarities
between the two cases, Owen Au’s line
of  argument  largely  overlooks  their
similarities of being part of the same
capitalist  system;  instead  he  hinted
about  “democratic  accountability”
under  the  colonial  government,
contrast this with how bad Hong Kong
has  become  nowadays  by  making
exaggerated  claims  about  how good
colonial  Hong  Kong  had  been  (and
also  exaggerated  the  supposed
“Chinese  authoritarian  accountability
when  he  mentioned  how  Chinese
officials  often  stepped  down  when
disasters  occurred  –  forgetting  that
often  these  officials  would  make  a
comeback to the same rank in a few
years although not necessarily to the
same post). It is no accident that he
doesn’t  even  mention  the  term
capitalism at all. When one avoids the
term  “capitalism”  along  with  its
history in discussions on the causes of
corruption one would not be able to go
very far in their search for answers.
This  also  likely  prevents  us  from
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  T r u m p
phenomenon in  full  –  many wrongly
think  that  this  is  just  an  anomaly
which  can  be  corrected  once  the
Democratic  Party  returns  to  power.



No, it  has deep and strong roots in
Western  capitalism  and  colonialism,
and if the evil forces of far right and
social decay were once less rampant
during  the  time  when  the  welfare
state  still  existed,  they  are  now
making  a  tidal  wave  come  back.
Certain  Hong  Kong  and  Mainland
China  liberals  have  always  seen  so
called  “Western  civi l ization”,
represented by the UK and the US, as
their “light house” in the dark night.
No wonder they were totally confused
and disoriented when Trump cut  all
funding to the Voice of America and
Radio Free Asia.

Sweeping
Generalisation and
Selective Attack
In China an author called “Maoist21”
wrote  an  indictment  against  both
“Hong Kong and  (Mainland)  China’s
bourgeoisie  dictatorship”  along  this
line:

The most hateful part of this fire is not
the  fire  itself  but  the  shameless
bourgeoisie.  The  Hong  Kong  people
have been repressed and exploited (by
them).  Li  Ka  Shing  (the  well-known
local tycoon) lives in a mansion at the
peak  while  the  proletariat  live  in
crowded small flats…..The Hong Kong
proletariat  were  antagonized  by  the
shameless bourgeoisie and filed a lot
of complaints… hoping to appeal to a
government  control led  by  the
bourgeoisie,  or  to  adulate  how
democratic  Taiwan or  similar  places
are…. If they do not understand how
r e a c t i o n a r y  t h e  H o n g  K o n g
government is, or do not understand
the need to annihilate the bourgeois
dictatorship in Hong Kong and in the
whole of China, disasters like this fire
will  only  occur time and time again
there.

The above indictment of  Hong Kong
and  Chinese  capitalism  and  their
“bourgeoisie  dictatorship”  is  better
than those leftists who while attacking
Western  capitalism  they  defend  the
Chinese  regime  by  labelling  it  as
“socialist” or “defender of our mother
land  against  US  imperial ism”.
However running through this and the
author’s other articles is a failure to

make more concrete analysis  on the
background of  the  fire  –  the  author
never  acknowledged  that  there  is  a
difference  between  a  Hong  Kong
before 2020 and the Hong Kong since
then, or more generally, a difference
between  capitalism  where  some
degrees of civil and labour rights exist
and those which had not.  The Hong
Kong  people  have  been  lamenting
what  have  lost  to  them.  Failing  to
acknowledge  this  loss  makes  the
author’s  appeal  to  the  people  there
even more improbable.

While Owen Au sees no common socio-
economic base between corruption in
t h e  W e s t  a n d  t h o s e  i n  H o n g
Kong/China,  Maoist21  went  to  the
o ther  ex t reme ,  ignor ing  the
dissimilarities  between  British  /
Taiwan / Hong Kong capitalism before
2020 and nowadays Hong Kong (and
Mainland  capitalism).  Let  us  not
glorify British capitalism or the other
two  –British  capitalism  has  cracked
down on the Palestine solidarity and
imprisoned  a  lot  of  their  activists,
violating  the  latter’s  right  to  free
speech. However awful capitalism is,
the people in UK, Taiwan and Hong
Kong before 2019 do/did have some
r i g h t s  t o  r e s i s t  i n j u s t i c e .
Acknowledging this does not amount
to giving undeserved credit to liberal
democracy. Rather it is to pay tribute
to the history of their people’s heroic
struggle  of  winning  basic  civil  and
labour rights from their ruling class,
while reminding ourselves the need to
fight for the rights to resist injustice
under the CCP.

The problem with Maoist21’s article is
that  in  the  name  o f  oppos ing
reformism it pays little attention to the
fight  to  defend  or  fight  for  basic
rights.  The  author  only  wants  a
revolution  instead.  But  fighting  for
reform  does  not  equal  reformism.
Reformism means campaigners look to
the ruling class to hand out reform of
its  own  accord.  Socialists  always
stress the need to promote the self-
organisation  and  their  autonomous
struggle from below instead. Genuine
socialists have always been “walking
on two legs” – while defending what
they  have  won  or  fighting  for  what
they are being denied (reform), they
always  understand  the  necessity  to
greatly extend these rights whenever
they  get  a  chance  until  they  can

disempower the bourgeoisie and their
governments (revolution). The first leg
is  the  bridge  to  the  second  leg.  In
contrast,  Maoist21’s  article  seems
only to walk on one leg – the second
leg of  “revolutionary transformation”
but  without  the  bridge  to  make  it
possible. Conversely, socialists stress
the  fight  for  reform  by  their  own
power  and  means,  not  only  to  win
improvements to their lives but also to
allow the working people to be trained
and  tested  during  these  partial
struggles — without this revolution is
simply impossible.

What  is  more  worrying  is  that  this
kind of  sweeping generalisation may
be  used  by  suspicious  fake  leftist
argument. The author mentioned Li Ka
Shing as an example. But quite a few
Chinese leftists took one step forward
by  literally  singling  out  Li  as  their
target.  Or,  even  if  the  targets  are
broaden to include others,  they only
include local  tycoons.  After  the fire,
videos  were  shared  online  attacking
“the  four  big  families”,  including  Li
and  other  three  real  estate  local
tycoons  (who  own  a  lot  of  land
reserves  and  newly  built  housing).
Again, why just four? The four families
are of course guilty of greed, but the
above mentioned attack on them has a
problem — again, it  fails to mention
the constitutional design as laid down
by  the  Basic  Law.  It  is  this  design
about  land  ownership  which  allows
such an oligopoly to exist in the first
place.  It  stipulates  that  all  land  in
Hong  Kong  is  “state  owned”  but
“managed  by  the  Hong  Kong
government”. But does “state owned”
mean “owned by the people”? This is
impossible  because  to  have  such an
implication  the  state  must  have  at
least some form of democracy. There
is  none  in  Mainland  China,  and  in
Hong  Kong’s  case  it  is  even  more
laughable  –  while  Mainland  China
recognises  universal  suffrage  on
paper,  in Hong Kong the Basic Law
only  g ives  vague  promises  to
implement it somewhere in the future,
with no timetable at all. The head and
the  cabinet  o f  the  Hong  Kong
government  remain  selected  by
Beijing  after  consultation  with  local
elites. With no democratic control by
the Hong Kong citizens,  government
officials  can  simply  continue  their
collusion  with  all  major  real  estate
giants  (Mainland  and  Hong  Kong



companies alike) to push up land and
housing  prices  and  profit  from  it.
Therefore,  if  a  leftist  indicts  Hong
Kong capitalism but only singles out
one  or  four  families  and  forgets  to
attack the constitutional arrangement
of  land which  is  nothing  but  in  the
service  of  the  oligopoly,  it  is  not
credible. In fact, this kind of fake left
argument contradicts itself in terms of
methodology.  When  it  condemned
Western capitalism it always appear to
be too sweepingly generalising things,
but when it comes to attacking Hong
Kong or Chinese capitalist forces it is
surprisingly  narrow  –  singling  out
Hong Kong local tycoons or Mainland
private  business  /  foreign  capital.
Seriously, are they the only culprits?

When some of the Mainland “leftists”
joined  this  crusade  against  Li  Ka
Shing or the four family, it was also a
time  when  the  latter  have  been

increasingly  marginalised,  politically
and  economically,  by  Mainland
Chinese  companies  and  the  patrons
behind them instead. The latter now
account for more than 80 percent of
the total value of the Hong Kong stock
market  because  they  have  all  the
blessing  from  the  big  brother  in
Beijing.  They have been in collusion
but  also  compete  with  local  tycoons
and have been winning out most of the
time.  They  are  not  well  known  for
being  clean  from  corruption  either.
This kind of “leftist” selective critique
on  Hong  Kong  “capitalism”  carries
only  one  purpose  –  to  distract
attention  away  from  the  rampant
corruption  of  the  most  powerful
capitalist collusion – the high ranking
party officials and their crony business
partners.

Conclusion

But we should not believe that there is
insurmountable  between  liberal
capi ta l ism  and  author i tar ian
capitalism.  As  mentioned  above,  the
darkest force of barbarism has always
been one of the core components of
Western  capitalism.  Trump’s  United
State  is  converging  with  Chinese
capitalism  if  the  people  there  allow
him.  But  right  now  there  are  still
differences  in  degree  between  the
two. Activists must walk on two legs –
grasping the differences between two
versions of capitalism in order to make
the  best  use  of  the  local  situation
while  remain  vigilant  on  how  the
future of  varieties of  capitalism may
unfold.
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Takaichi Administration’s Two Months
23 December 2025, by Toshizo Omori

Approximately  two  months  have
passed since LDP (Liberal Democratic
Party) President Takaichi became the
prime minister with the support of the
Japan  Innovation  Party  (JIP)  outside
the cabinet, establishing the Takaichi
administration. During this period, the
government  has  pursued  policies
markedly divergent from the previous
Ishiba  administration,  including
accelerating  the  increase  in  military
s p e n d i n g  t o  2 %  o f  G D P  a n d
f o r m u l a t i n g  a  l a r g e - s c a l e
supplementary budget that embodies
Takaichi’s  long-held  stance  on
“aggressive fiscal policy.” This marks
a  return  from  a  centrist -r ight
administration  to  a  conservative
government  inheriting  the  Abe
administration’s  policies.  On  the
diplomatic  front,  while  making  its
debut  through  summits  with  Trump
and Xi Jinping and participation in the
G20  summit,  it  also  demonstrated
indifference  to  the  climate  crisis  by
skipping  the  COP30  summit.  Then
came  the  remarks  on  Ta iwan
emergency situations during the Diet
session  on  November  7th.  Here,  we
will organize these series of moves by
the  Takaichi  administration,  analyze

the  pol i t ica l  character  of  the
government and its position within the
international  framework,  and  clarify
the  challenges  and tasks  of  the  left
forces confronting this administration.

What Takaichi’s Remarks Sn “Taiwan
emergency situations” Mean

First,  let  us  examine  Takaichi’s
remarks  on  “Taiwan  emergency
situations”,  which  arguably  most
succinctly  reveal  both  the  political
character  of  her  administration  and
the position it  finds itself  in.  During
the House of Representatives Budget
Committee  session  on  November  7,
when repeatedly  questioned about  a
“Taiwan  emergency  situations”  by
Constitutional Democratic Party (CDP)
member  Katsuya  Okada,  Prime
Minister  Takaichi  stated,  “Various
scenarios are conceivable,” adding, “If
it involves the use of warships and the
exerc ise  o f  force ,  th is  would
undoubtedly  constitute  a  situation
threatening  Japan’s  existence.”  This
statement  by  Takaichi  significantly
deviated  from  the  “New  Three
Conditions  for  the  Use  of  Force"
approved by the Cabinet in July 2014

when the Abe administration shifted to
permitting  the  exercise  of  collective
self-defense rights.  The first  item of
the “New Three Conditions states: Use
of Force can be permitted “when an
armed attack against Japan occurs or
when  an  armed  attack  against  a
foreign  country  that  is  in  a  close
relationship with Japan occurs and as
a result threatens Japan’s survival and
poses a clear danger to fundamentally
overturn people’s right to life, liberty
and  pursuit  of  happiness,”  but
Takaichi’s  remarks  fundamentally
changed  the  interpretation  of
col lective  self -defense  itself .
Consequently,  this  statement  drew
strong  backlash  from  the  Chinese
government.  On  the  8th,  Chinese
Consul  General  in  Osaka  Xue  Jian
commented on X, citing news articles
about Takaichi’s Diet statement: “That
filthy neck that dared to stick its head
in will have to be chopped off without
a moment’s hesitation.” The Japanese
government  protested  this  comment,
but online, right-wing rhetoric surged,
with  calls  like  “Expel  the  Consul
General!”  escalating.  Takayuki
Kobayashi,  Chairperson  of  the  LDP
Policy Research Council and a right-
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wing figure within the party, further
inflamed  right-wing  sentiment  by
stating at a party meeting, “As a party,
we demand the government to take a
resolute  stance,  including  declaring
him Persona non grata.”

Meanwhile,  during  the  House  of
Representatives  Budget  Committee
session  on  November  10,  Prime
Minister Takaichi stated she would not
retract  her  November  7  ramarks.
However,  she also clarified that this
did  not  constitute  a  change  in  the
government’s  previous  stance.  She
then stated, “As a point for reflection,
I believe it is prudent to refrain from
explicitly mentioning specific cases in
this  forum,”  effectively  revising  her
remarks in order to calm the situation.
Furthermore,  during  the  December
16th  Budget  Committee  meeting  of
the House of Councillors, she stated,
“I recognize as a point for reflection
that  my  remarks  were  perceived  as
going  beyond  the  government’s
previous  position,”  but  she  did  not
withdraw her remarks.

However,  the  Chinese  government
stated, “If (the Japanese side) dares to
intervene  militarily  in  the  Taiwan
Strait  situation,  even  at  the  risk  of
danger, it will be crushed before the
iron  wall  of  the  Chinese  military’s
defense  and  pay  a  bitter  price.”
(Chinese Ministry of National Defense
Spokesperson Jiang Bin), and “Anyone
who  de ludes  themselves  into
challenging the Chinese people’s last
line  of  defense  will  inevitably  face
C h i n a ’ s  d i r e c t  a n d  s e v e r e
counterattack,  smashing  their  heads
against the iron Great Wall built with
the  blood  and  flesh  of  1.4  billion
Chinese people, leaving them bloodied
and  broken.”  (Chinese  Foreign
Ministry Spokesperson Lin Jian) Such
s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e ,  a n d
countermeasures  were  swiftly
implemented,  including  requests  for
Chinese  citizens  to  refrain  from
traveling  to  Japan  and  to  “exercise
caution  regarding  study  abroad,”  de
facto  suspension of  seafood imports,
and  cancel lat ions  of  cul tural
exchanges  and  events.  The  Chinese
government  continues  to  demand  a
“withdrawal  of  the  remarks,”  and
some  reports  indicate  rare  earth
export procedures have begun to stall.

Regarding  Takaichi’s  “Taiwan

emergency situations” remarks, Akira
Koike,  JCP  Secretary-General,
criticized  the  prime  minister’s
remarks as “provocative rhetoric that
escalates tensions, … It’s not too late
now. We demand a retraction.” While
this criticism is understandable, even
the  Sanke i  Sh imbun ,  a  da i ry
newspaper  representing  conservative
opinion, noted: “There is no sign the
government  as  a  whole  carefully
prepared  for  this  response,  …  The
reality is that in the back-and-forth of
Diet debate, she let her true feelings
slip,”  and  while  “the  content  of  the
Prime Minister’s response itself is not
incorrect, … it cannot be denied that
there  is  a  danger  in  Takaichi’s
remarks.”

Thus,  after  the  “Taiwan  emergency
situations”  remarks,  the  government
was immediately forced to scramble to
contain the damage (and insist it was
“consistent  with  the  government’s
previous  stance”).  This  is  likely
because  Japan’s  bourgeois  majority,
while  approving  military  expansion
policies, currently does not wish to see
a deterioration in relations with China.
Furthermore,  U.S.  President  Trump
also  does  not  currently  desire  a
worsening of Japan-China relations in
order  to  secure  a  deal  between the
U.S. and China (there are also reports
that Trump urged Takaichi to exercise
restraint during a Japan-U.S. summit
phone  call).  Amidst  the  Japanese
bourgeois  majority’s  paramount
demand  for  “political  stability,”  the
scope  for  adventurous  policies  is
preemptively restricted. However, the
government  faces  a  di lemma:
retracting  the  “Taiwan  emergency
situations” remarks would risk losing
the  support  of  conservative  public
o p i n i o n — a r g u a b l y  i t s  s o l e
foundation—and jeopardize its current
high  approval  ratings,  potentially
leading  to  i ts  col lapse.  Thus,
retraction is realistically impossible.

Takaichi’s remarks themselves are an
extension of the Abe administration’s
series  of  military  expansion policies,
from  permitting  the  exercise  of
collective  self-defense  and  enacting
security  legislation,  to  revising  the
three  security  documents,  deploying
the  Self-Defense  Forces  to  the
Southwest  Islands  and  constructing
missile bases, and expanding military
spending.  Moreover,  they  align  with

Takaichi’s  longstanding  positions.  In
that  sense,  her  remarks  themselves
were  not  surprising.  However,  it  is
also a fact that previous government
leaders,  even  if  they  privately  held
similar views (former Prime Minister
Abe  made  similar  remarks  after
leaving office),  never voiced them in
official  settings  due  to  diplomatic
considerations.  This  point  has  been
criticized, as mentioned earlier, by the
Sankei Shimbun.

One crucial point to highlight here is
that  both  Takaichi’s  statement  and
China’s reaction to it share a common
flaw:  they  completely  disregard  and
ignore the struggles and right to self-
determination  of  the  Taiwanese
people.  Looking  back  historically  at
the situation surrounding Taiwan, over
the  past  150  years  since  modern
times,  particularly  since  Japanese
imperialist  colonial  rule,  we  see  a
history  of  colonial  governance  and
resistance against it, followed by post-
war  arrangements  after  Japan’s
defeat,  the  US-Soviet  Cold  War era,
and China’s subsequent rise as a new
hegemonic power after the Cold War’s
e n d .  C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  T a i w a n
experienced  anti-authoritarian
movements,  democratization,  and
economic  development.  Through this
process,  Taiwan  has  formed  an
identity,  institutions,  and way of  life
distinct  from  mainland  China  under
the CCP. It has become a political and
economic entity possessing a degree
of autonomy and independence within
the  international  community,
irrespective  of  its  state  recognition
status. In other words, the Taiwanese
people’s  right  to  self-determination
has  historical  justification,  and
discussions  of  easing  tensions  or
achieving peace in  East  Asia  cannot
proceed  without  acknowledging  this
fact.

Takaichi’s  “Taiwan  emergency
situations”  remarks,  which  intensify
tensions in East Asia and fuel further
arms  races  among  the  involved
nations, must be retracted. We must
demand  this  retraction  as  a  shared
demand of  the  people  of  East  Asia.
Within Japan too, there is a need to
build a movement that converges with
this  shared  demand.  In  a  sense,
Takaichi’s  remarks  amount  to  a
“declaration  of  war,”  and  the  ones
who  wil l  ult imately  suffer  the



consequences are the people of East
Asia, the residents of Okinawa and the
Southwest  Islands,  and  the  young
people who will be mobilized for war.

The  Takaichi  LDP-IJP  Coalition
Administration  as  The  Transitional
One

As pointed out in the article, “Takaichi
Administration  established  by  the
LDP-JIP Coalition :  How to interpret
the  current  Japanese  polit ical
situation”(  IVP,  November  7),  the
Takaichi  administration  came  into
be ing  as  a  resu l t  o f  po l i t i ca l
realignment  within  the  conservative-
centrist  forces.  This  occurred  in  a
context  where  the  left  is  decisively
weak  within  Japanese  politics,
particularly  in  the  parliamentary
arena,  and  where  social  movements
and  mass  movements  also  lack
significant  influence.  Consequently,
the  left  does  not  pose  a  perceived
threat  to  the  conservative-centrist
forces.  This  occurred  due  to  a
combination  of  factors;  increasing
sense of crisis within the LDP over the
fact that the former ruling coalition of
LDP and Komeito lost its majority in
the House of Councillors following the
House of Representatives, that an far-
right party positioned to the right of
the LDP made significant gains,  and
t h a t  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  L D P ’ s
conservative  supporters  shifted  their
allegiance  to  the  far-right;  the
changing  balance  of  power  between
the Democratic  Party for  the People
and the Japan Innovation Party within
the center-right  bloc,  combined with
the Constitutional Democratic Party’s
inability to take political initiative as
the largest  opposition party,  created
the conditions for Sanae Takaichi  to
be  elected  LDP  president  and
subsequently  nominated  as  prime
minister. However, as the article also
p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h e  T a k a i c h i
administration’s  foundation  is  not
rock-solid,  and its policy options are
not entirely unrestricted.

I n d e e d ,  i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f
Representatives, the addition of three
lawmakers  expelled  from  the  Japan
Innovation  Party  to  the  LDP caucus
barely  secured  a  majority.  In  the
House  of  Councillors,  efforts  are
underway  to  secure  a  majority
through cooperation requests from the
JIP to far-right parties. Nevertheless,

the  situation  is  far  from  the  stable
governance seen during the previous
LDP-Komeito  coalition.  In  any  case,
the  Takaichi  administration  is
fundamental ly  a  trans i t ional
government.  In  this  sense,  we  must
recognize  that  political  realignment
within  the  conservative-centrist  bloc
will  continue  for  a  certain  period,
potentially  even drawing in  far-right
parties to some extent. The problem is
that the left  is being completely left
out  of  this  political  realignment
process.

The global Remilitarization Trend Led
by the Ruling Class and the Japanese
Government’s  Military  Expansion
Policy

Japan’s  military  buildup,  initiated
under  the  Abe  administration  and
further  advanced  under  the  Kishida
and Ishiba administrations, is part of
the arms race in East Asia. It also fits
w i t h i n  t h e  g l o b a l  t r e n d  o f
remilitarization triggered by Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and the return of
the  Trump  administration.  President
Trump demanded that allied nations in
Europe and East  Asia  increase their
military spending to 5% of GDP, while
reducing his own military presence in
these  regions  and  shifting  toward  a
military  strategy  centered  on  the
Western  Hemisphere.  European
nations are already further advancing
remilitarization  through  substantial
increases  in  military  spending  and
transitions  to  conscription.  In  East
Asia,  amid  the  geopolitical  rivalry
between the United States and China,
the US military is  being redeployed,
and  military  buildup  is  occurring  in
South  Korea,  Taiwan,  and  Japan  in
response  to  China ’s  mi l i tary
expansion.  The  “U.S.  National
Security  Strategy”  released  on
December 5 states, “We will  build a
military capable of denying aggression
anywhere  in  the  First  Island  Chain.
But the American military cannot, and
should not have to, do this alone. Our
allies  must  step  up  and  spend—and
more importantly do—much more for
collective defense.”  It  further states,
“America’s  diplomatic  efforts  should
focus  on  pressing  our  First  Island
Chain allies and partners to allow the
U.S.  military  greater  access to  their
ports  and  other  facilities,  to  spend
more on their own defense, and most
importantly  to  invest  in  capabilities

aimed at deterring aggression.” This
effectively  pressures  the  Takaichi
adminis trat ion  to  implement
substantial  increases  in  military
spending,  accelerate  mil i tary
expansion,  and  strengthen  the
deployment  of  Japan’s  Self-Defense
Forces in Okinawa and the Southwest
Islands.

Even  within  this  international
f r a m e w o r k ,  t h e  T a k a i c h i
administration’s  acceleration  of
military expansion far exceeds that of
previous  LDP-Komeito  governments.
For  example,  the  LDP-JIP  coalition
agreement  lists  items  such  as;  “In
response  to  the  most  severe  and
complex  changes  in  the  strategic
environment since the postwar period,
the Three Strategic Documents will be
revised ahead of schedule,” “We will
steadily advance the development and
land-based deployment of  long-range
miss i l e s  w i th  counters t r i ke
capabilities,  while  simultaneously
promoting  policies  to  acquire  next-
generation  VLS-equipped submarines
powered  by  advanced  propulsion
systems. These submarines will carry
long-range  missiles  and  enable
extended-duration,  long-distance
submerged  operations.,”  and  “From
the perspective of  strengthening the
defense production and technological
base, the 2026 ordinary session of the
Diet will abolish the “five categories”
of the “Guidelines for the Application
of  the  Three  Principles  on  Defense
Equipment Transfer.” Furthermore, it
is reported that some members within
IJP are  also  seeking to  permit  arms
exports  to  countries  involved  in
conflicts.

Although the Takaichi  administration
publicly  denies  it,  discussions  to
review  the  “not  permitting  the
introduction  of  nuclear  weapons”
principle  within  the  “Three  Non-
Nuclear  Principles”  have  reportedly
resurfaced within the LDP and may be
debated  during  the  revision  of  the
“Three  Strategic  Documents.”
Takaichi  did  not  explicitly  affirm
adherence to the “Three Non-Nuclear
Principles”  in  her  Diet  response,
which  aligns  with  her  longstanding
position.

In  addition,  foundation  for  national
unity  supporting  military  expansion
rests  on  an  authoritarian  repressive



regime and xenophobic  policies  that
create  external  enemies.  Concrete
expressions  of  this  include  the
enactment  of  the  “National  Flag
Desecration Law,” the Anti-Espionage
Law, and strengthened regulations on
foreigners.

Imposing  Sacrifices  on  Working
People  Through  an  “Active  Fiscal
Policy” Approach

Globally  and  historically,  capitalism
faces a new crisis where it has lost the
ability  to  encompass  society  as  a
whole. Capitalism has no choice but to
intensify  its  economic  and  social
attacks on working people.  This  has
led to a worldwide spread of distrust
toward bourgeois governments. In the
absence of a mass-visible alternative,
the far right is rising. This situation
has  belatedly  become  a  reality  in
Japan as well. In this context, Takaichi
has  proposed  a  “responsible  active
fiscal policy” alongside a strong state
and  nationalism  and  has  explicitly
incorporated  the  military-industrial
complex  into  her  economic  growth
strategy. This is precisely why she is
seeking to abolish the “five categories
[rescue,  transport,  surveillance,
monitoring,  mine  clearance]”
stipulated in  the “Guidelines for  the
Application of the Three Principles on
Defense  Equipment  Transfer,”  and
fully lift the ban on arms exports.

Masaru  Kaneko  describes  this  as
“Military Keynesianism,” explaining it
as  “a  concept  where,  instead  of
creating  effective  demand  through
public  works  as  intended,  military
spending  is  used  to  generate
immediate employment and economic
stimulus.”  He  points  out,  “The
frightening  aspect  of  Mil itary
Keynesianism is the loss of restraint.
The U.S. military-industrial complex is
already  built  into  the  American
economy,  making  the  U.S.  the  most
war-prone  nation  in  the  postwar
world.”

Takaichi’s  economic  policy,  built  on
the twin pillars of “responsible active
f i s ca l  po l i c y ”  and  “Mi l i t a ry
Keynesianism,”  inherently  contains
contradictions.  The massive issuance
of  government  bonds  needed  to
support  “active  fiscal  policy”  risks
undermining  confidence  in  the
financial system, potentially triggering

a triple  dip  of  falling stocks,  bonds,
and  the  yen.  Indeed,  on  November
18th, Tokyo’s financial markets saw a
“triple dip” as bonds, stocks, and the
yen all  sold off  simultaneously.  “The
yield  on  the  benchmark  10-year
government  bond rose to  1.755% at
one point (bond prices fell), hitting its
highest level in about 17 and a half
years since June 2008. The yen also
weakened  to  the  low  155  yen  per
dollar  range.  The  Nikkei  Stock
Average  fell  over  1,600  points,
dropping below the 50,000 mark” (Jiji
Press).  As of  December 9,  long-term
interest  rates  have  reached  1.95%.
The  weak  yen  is  fueling  persistent
inflation,  driving  up  prices  for  food
and other goods (the consumer price
index  for  October  2025  rose  a  full
3.0%!). Attempts to counter this could
trap us in a negative spiral of relying
on more  government  bond issuance.
The only beneficiaries of the weak yen
a r e  l a r g e  e x p o r t - o r i e n t e d
corporations.  Meanwhile,  inflation
driven by the weak yen continues to
erode workers’ real wages (the decline
in real wages was 1.4% in September
and  0.7%  in  October,  marking  ten
consecutive  months  of  decline),
pushing  pensioners  and  non-regular
workers  into  increasingly  difficult
living  conditions.

A  massive  supplementary  budget
reliant on government bond issuance,
shifting focus to economic growth and
increased military spending

At  a  press  conference on November
21 ,  Pr ime  Min i s ter  Taka ich i
announced  a  supplementary  budget
proposal  totaling  21  trillion  yen
(including tax reduction of 2.7 trillion
yen).  Takaichi  stated,  "What  Japan
must do now is not to weaken national
strength  through  excessive  fiscal
austerity, but to strengthen it through
active  fiscal  measures.  As  the  IMF
(International  Monetary  Fund)  has
pointed out,  we must recognize that
hasty fiscal  consolidation that harms
growth  actually  undermines  fiscal
sustainability.  Fiscal  sustainability
cannot  be  maintained  without
growth.”  However,  she  showed  no
reflection whatsoever on the failure of
her  mentor,  former  Prime  Minister
Abe’s  ”Abenomics,"  to  generate  any
growth in the Japanese economy.

Nevertheless, to maintain his current

high  approval  ratings,  she  had  to
propose some measures against rising
prices. Thus, the primary pillar of the
supplementary  budget  is  “Living
Security and Countermeasures against
High  Prices.”  Its  contents  include
household  price  relief  measures;
“529.6 billion yen for electricity and
gas bill support” (reducing household
burdens  by  about  7,000  yen  from
January to March), “2 trillion yen for
expanding the Special  Tax Revenues
Allocated  to  Local  Government,
including  400  billion  yen  allocated
separately  as  a  ‘Special  Supplement
for Rising Food Prices’ equivalent to
3 ,000  yen  per  person”  (e .g . ,
distributing  “rice  coupons”),  and
“367.7  billion  yen  for  the  Child-
Rearing Support Allowance to Counter
Rising Prices” (providing 20,000 yen
per  child  up  to  high  school  age).
However,  regarding  the  “r ice
coupons”  strongly  advocated  by
Agriculture  Minister  Suzuki,  many
municipalities—starting  with  Katano
City  in  Osaka—have  declared  they
“will not distribute rice coupons” due
to  issues  like  the  coupons  only
allowing purchases worth 440 yen for
a 500-yen coupon and the enormous
d i s t r ibut ion  cos t s  invo lved .
Furthermore,  regarding the abolition
of  the  provisional  gasoline  tax  rate
(¥25.1)  as  a  tax  reduction  measure,
the  Mitsubishi  Research  Institute
states that “the reduction in gasoline
spending  from  abol ishing  the
provisional tax rate will be outweighed
by increased spending due to inflation
if  the  yen  weakens  by  another  ¥5”
(Mainichi  Shimbun),  suggesting  the
actual  ef fect  is  unl ikely  to  be
signif icant .

In  this  manner,  while  introducing
stopgap  measures  that  lack  real
effectiveness  to  address  livelihood
anxieties,  the budget allocates 6.433
trillion  yen  to  the  second  pillar,
“Realizing a Strong Economy through
Crisis  Management  Investment  and
Growth Investment.”  Furthermore,  it
allocates 1.656 trillion yen to the third
pillar,  “Strengthening  Defense  and
Diplomatic Capabilities.” This aims to
achieve the 2% GDP target for defense
spending ahead of schedule, including
¥502.1  billion  for  defense  capability
development plan expenditures.

To  fund  these  expend i tures ,
government bond issuance will exceed



last  year’s  supplementary  budget  of
6.6 trillion yen, reaching 11.7 trillion.
Combined with the initial budget, the
total bond issuance after adjustments
will amount to 40.3 trillion yen. In a
sense, this is an economic policy that
relies  on  sustained  inflation  to
increase tax revenues and reduce the
government  debt  balance.  On  the
other  hand,  measures  abound  that
seek  to  cover  the  collapse  of  social
systems  by  extracting  from  the
working  people;  continued  cuts  to
welfare benefits, increases in nursing
care  insurance  premiums  and  user
fees,  hikes  in  health  insurance
premiums,  higher  out-of-pocket
medical expenses for the elderly, and
rising medical costs. Furthermore, to
fund increased military spending, the
government is preparing to implement
tax  hikes,  including  increases  in
income  tax.

Labor  Time  Deregulation  Policies
Dr iv ing  Workers  to  Death  by
Overwork

Another  pi l lar  of  the  Takaichi
administrat ion’s  pol ic ies  is  a
structural  shift  in  labor  policy.  On
October 20th, Prime Minister Takaichi
instructed  the  Minister  of  Health,
Labor,  and  Welfare  to  deregulate
labor  hours,  positioning  this  as  a
cornerstone  of  the  growth  strategy.
This aims to further relax the working
hour  regulations  (which,  though
insufficient,  were  achieved  due  to
worker demands but still allow levels
leading to death from overwork—the
overtime cap is generally 45 hours per
month  and  360  hours  annually,  but
under  special  circumstances,  up  to
100 hours per month and an average
of  80  hours  over  2-6  months  is
permitted), forcing workers into even
longer  hours.  Takaichi’s  statement,

“We will work and work and work and
work and work,” was selected for the
New Words  and  Buzzwords  Awards,
heightening the sense of crisis among
families  of  overwork suicide victims,
who  have  gone  so  far  as  to  hold
protest  press  conferences.  We
absolutely  must  not  allow  this  new
r e l a x a t i o n  o f  w o r k i n g  h o u r
regulat ions.

Against the Takaichi Administration’s
Destruction  of  Livelihoods  and
Military  Expansion,  Let  Us  Build  a
Mass  Movement  of  Working  People
and Achieve the Revival of the Left

As  the  capitalist  system has  lost  its
ability to control and unify society as a
whole,  bourgeois  governments  are
increasingly turning authoritarian and
intensifying  their  attacks  on  the
working people. This has heightened
distrust  in  the  existing  ruling  order
and fueled the rise of  the far  right.
Y e t ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  a
counteroffensive  by  the  working
people,  especially  centered  on  the
younger  generation,  is  surging
globally.  In  recent  years,  this  has
erupted  most  typically  across  Asian
nations; overthrowing governments in
Bangladesh,  Sri  Lanka,  and  Nepal;
expanding mass protest movements in
Indonesia and the Philippines; and in
South  Korea,  thwarting  a  coup
attempt  and leading  to  a  change of
government. In Myanmar, the struggle
against  the  military  dictatorship
continues.  While  there  remains  a
weakness in the absence of initiatives
to  steer  these  struggles  toward  a
break with the capitalist system, the
counterattack has indeed begun.

In Japan, compared to these countries,
it cannot be said that large-scale mass
actions,  strikes,  or  street  protests

centered  on  the  younger  generation
have emerged. However, the signs are
definitely  beginning  to  appear.  In
various  places,  objections  and
counterattacks against  the bourgeois
government’s  policies  are  gradually
starting.  Moreover,  we  should  not
underestimate  the  fact  that  the
younger generation expressed support
for  the  Democratic  Party  for  the
People and the Sanseito (Party of Do it
Yourself) instead of traditional parties,
influencing election results, which was
sure l y  a  s ign  o f  change .  The
temporary  support  these  parties  are
gathering  reflects  precisely  the
marginalization  of  the  left  and  its
failure to propose a clear alternative.
Moreover,  such  alternatives  will  be
meaningless unless they are visualized
as  slogans  and claims that  resonate
with  the  working  people.  Concrete
slogans  for  struggle  are  forged
through  the  collective  effort  of  the
m o v e m e n t s ,  d r a w i n g  o n  i t s
experiences.  This  is  precisely  the
challenge the left must confront.

To  achieve  this,  it  is  crucial  to
mobilize  dissatisfaction,  objections,
and  demands  against  the  Takaichi
administration’s  destruction  of
livelihoods and military expansion into
a  movement,  forging  them  into  a
u n i t e d ,  p o w e r f u l  c u r r e n t .
Concurrently,  building  the  subjects
necessary for this  mobilization—such
as restoring the power of labor unions
and  constructing  broad-based
movement  networks—must  be
pursued.  Exerting  strength  in  this
endeavor  will  become  one  pathway
leading to the left’s rebirth.

December 17, 2025

Translated by Tsutomu Teramoto from
Weekly Kakehashi

When past and present collide: Indonesia
1965-2025
22 December 2025, by Adam Novak, Pierre Rousset

General  Suharto  seized  power  in
October  1965  with  a  mandate  to
transform the vast archipelago into a
bastion  of  Asian  counter-revolution,

w i th in  the  f ramework  o f  the
"containment"  policy  implemented in
the region by the United States. [1] A
policy  simultaneously  applied  in

Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore and the
Philippines. In Indonesia, the PKI [2],
which  held  power,  was  closely
associated with Sukarno, namely the
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first  president  of  Indonesia.  They
enjoyed  significant  international
legitimacy following the Second World
War. The country had been occupied
by Japan and independence had been
proclaimed in 1945, taking advantage
o f  t he  " f avourab l e  moment "
represented  by  Tokyo’s  defeat.  The
Dutch  nevertheless  attempted,  for
four years, to reconquer their former
colony. Ten years later, Sukarno was
one  of  the  main  f igures  at  the
Bandung  Conference  (1955) ,
embodying  anti-imperialist  Third
Worldism.  [3]

The social trauma
of white terror
Indonesia  was  then  a  country  that
counted  on  the  international  stage,
with a strong progressive aura. All the
more  reason  to  break  the  regime.
Sukarno  was  sidelined  during  the
coup d’état of October 1965 (he would
be  forced  to  resign  in  March  1966,
formally  giving  way  to  General
Suharto),  then  the  army  committed
what must be called a political, anti-
communist  genocide  (complemented
by an anti-Chinese dimension). [8] The
denunciation  of  "communism" serves
as  a  catch-all;  it  actually  covers  a
generalised attack on the freedoms of
those "from below".

The  place  of  women  in  society
occupied  a  central  position  in  this
reactionary  assault.  Gerwani  [9],  a
feminist  movement  of  three  million
members  linked  to  the  PKI,  was
decimated  on  the  basis  of  entirely
fabricated  propaganda:  its  members
had allegedly tortured and castrated
the  generals—autopsies  proved  the
contrary. [10] Rapes and executions of
activists  followed.  The  New  Order
then imposed the ideology of  kodrat
wanita ("feminine nature"): submissive
wife, devoted mother, guardian of the
home. State organisations like Dharma
Wanita  aimed  to  re-subordinate
women, not to emancipate them. Even
today,  call ing  an  activist  "new
Gerwani"  aims  to  discredit  her.

Present struggles show the extent to
which part  of  so-called  civil  society,
the political left and social movements
have  reconnected  the  past  to  the
present.  The  response  of  those  in

power, on the other hand, illustrates
the army’s determination to put a stop
to  the  democrat isat ion  of  the
archipelago. History remains a major
field of  confrontation:  in early 2025,
the  #Indones iaGe lap  ( "Dark
I n d o n e s i a " )  s t u d e n t
demonstrations  [11]  explicitly
d e n o u n c e d  t h e  r e t u r n  o f
authoritarianism "in  the  style  of  the
New Order",  targeting the increased
role of the army in civilian governance
and  the  rehabilitation  of  Suharto’s
legacy by Prabowo.

In East Timor and
West Papua
The  Indonesian  regime  committed
particularly  serious  crimes  in  East
Timor  (or  Timor-Leste),  a  former
Portuguese  colony  located  in  the
eastern half of the island of Timor, the
western part, a former Dutch colony,
being integrated into Indonesia. After
the Carnation Revolution in Portugal,
o n  2 2  N o v e m b e r  1 9 7 5 ,  i t s
independence  was  internationally
recognised.  On  7  December,  the
Indonesian army invaded the country
and annexed it in 1976—an annexation
that  was  never  recognised  by  the
UN—considering it the 77th province
of the state.

Armed  res is tance  to  th is  new
colonisation  was  essentially  led  by
Fretilin [12], the Revolutionary Front
for the Independence of East Timor,
which  had  already  fought  for  the
territory’s  self-determination  during
the  Portuguese  dictatorship.
Paramilitary forces, with the support
of  the  Indonesian  army,  waged  a
particularly  bloody  war  against  East
Timorese,  pursuing a policy of  mass
terror aimed at provoking a massive
exodus  of  populat ion  towards
prov inces  under  Indones ian
jurisdiction, notably the western part
of the island. To achieve this, anything
was  acceptable:  massacres,  rapes,
torture, sacking of urban centres... In
total,  according  to  historians’
estimates,  at  least  200,000  people
were killed in two years, more than a
quarter of the population.

In  1998,  the  International  Monetary
Fund  opened  a  regime  crisis  in
Indonesia  by  maintaining  its  debt

repayment demands whilst the region
was suffering from a major financial
crisis,  inadvertently  provoking
Suharto’s fall. This helped change the
situation in Indonesia itself.

Faced  with  international  pressure,
Jakarta  organised  a  referendum  in
1999,  in  which  the  East  Timorese
p o p u l a t i o n  v o t e d  7 8 . 5 %  f o r
independence.  A  remarkable  result
under  occupation!  The  ballot  was
followed by a new wave of massacres.
Nevertheless,  it  created  a  political
situation that led to the recognition of
independence on 20 May 2002. This
r e s o u n d i n g  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e
independence  movement  was
unforeseen  by  the  UN.  In  fact,  it
committed the Security  Council  well
beyond  what  it  would  have  wished.
The international emotion aroused by
the  massacres  also  gave  a  boost  to
s o l i d a r i t y ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  i t s
effectiveness, particularly in Portugal
and Australia.

In  West  Papua,  annexed  in  1969
following a  sham referendum (1,026
hand-picked  delegates,  voting  under
military coercion), the same violence
continues. [15]

What does Kast’s
triumph mean in
Chile’s historical
trajectory?
The government of José Antonio Kast
w i l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  d e m o c r a t i c
government of Pinochetism. With his
victory, the aspiration long held by the
founders  of  the  Unión  Demócrata
Independiente,  the  party  created  by
Jaime Guzmán together  with  Miguel
Kast and other central cadres of the
authoritarian  Catholicism  of  the
dictatorship,  is  realised  for  the  first
time. Kast embodies the return of this
pro jec t ,  now  upda ted  by  the
experience  of  the  international
reactionary  wave  and  by  the  new
sensibilities of a younger, ideologically
cohesive,  and  politically  uninhibited
far right.

It is worth paying attention to the role
that  historic  UDI cadres play in  the
format ion  o f  the  cab inet  and



ministerial  teams.  Just  as  a  still
inexperienced  Frente  Amplio  [16]
once turned to Concertación cadres to
sustain  the  functioning  of  the  state
apparatus, it is likely that a relatively
young Partido Republicano will  need
to  rely  on  its  old  comrades:  former
ministers  of  the  dictatorship  and  of
Piñerismo  [17],  bearers  of  key
experience  for  governing  under
conditions  of  social  conflict  and
conservative  restoration.

But Kast’s triumph does not express
on ly  the  e lec tora l  v i c tory  o f
Pinochetism.  In  this  election,  anti-
communism  also  prevailed  as  the
articulating axis  of  political  common
sense.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the
centre  of  the  campaign  revolved
a r o u n d  f e a r  o f  v i o l e n c e ,
unemployment, and the rising cost of
living—phenomena  systematically
attributed to crime,  drug trafficking,
corruption,  and  migration.  The
decisive  question  is  why  these
anxieties  managed  to  be  politically
organised  around  Kast  and  against
Jeannette Jara.

We argue that the backbone unifying
these  fears  was  a  s imple  and
persistent idea: that, regardless of any
disturbing aspect of Kast, ’communism
is  worse’  and  that  a  communist
government  would inevitably  lead to
more  misery.  The  ideological  glue
binding these induced fears was the
threat—non-existent in real terms—of
a government headed by a communist,
mechanical ly  associated  with
Venezuela ,  Cuba,  the  Unidad
Popular [18], or the Soviet Union. In
this way, criticisms that were in many
cases  reasonable—of  governmental
management  and  of  the  everyday
difficulties  facing  broad  social
sectors—were  subsumed  under  a
profoundly  irrational  argument:  anti-
communism as a living inheritance of
the dictatorship, forged in the context
of the Cold War and still effective in
the Chilean popular imagination.

In  the  weeks  following  the  defeat,
retrospective  analyses  and  the
distribution  of  blame  will  abound.
Once this initial phase has settled, the
Chilean left will find itself obliged to
start  over.  The  tactical  adjustments
attempted  in  recent  years  will  no
longer suffice. The scenario is highly
complex and could become even more

contradictory  if  an  increase  in
investment in the copper industry is
confirmed,  driven  by  greater  global
demand,  opening  a  potent ia l
supercycle favourable to the incoming
government.  At  the  same  time,  the
absence of elections for at least three
years  gives  Kast  significant  room to
impose his agenda as the central axis
of national politics.

In  this  context,  the  immediate
challenges  for  the  working  class  in
Chile will concentrate on two closely
linked  fronts:  resistance  to  the
regressive  reforms  of  the  new
government  and  the  capacity  to
articulate a social opposition that does
not remain subordinated to the same
progressive  leadership  that  presided
over  what  now  appear  as  four  lost
years  in  the  struggle  against  the
advance of the far right. The cycle that
is opening demands something more
than  partial  defences:  it  demands  a
strategic recomposition of the Chilean
left  commensurate  with  the  new
historical  moment.

16 December 2025

Translated by Adam Novak for ESSF
from Jacobin America Latina.

Footnotes
[1] Johannes Kaiser is a far-right
politician and leader of the Partido
Nacional  Libertario  (National
Libertarian Party),  known for  his
libertarian  and  ultra-conservative
positions.

[2]  The  UDI  is  a  r ight-wing
political party founded in 1983 by
Jaime Guzmán during the Pinochet
dictatorship.  It  was  the  principal
civi l ian  polit ical  vehicle  of
Pinochetism during the democratic
transition.

[3]  On  the  2021  presidential
election and the rise of Kast, see
Dave Kellaway, "Fascist wins first
round of  presidential  elections in
Chile",  Europe  Solidaire  Sans
Frontières,  November  2021.
A v a i l a b l e  a t :
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/sp
ip.php?article60270

[4]  The  Madrid  Charter  was  a
declaration  signed  in  2020  by
representatives of far-right parties
from Europe  and  Latin  America,
including  Spain’s  Vox  party,
convened  to  oppose  what  they
t e r m e d  t h e  ’ a d v a n c e  o f
communism’ in the Ibero-American
sphere.

[5] The CNI was the secret police
a g e n c y  o f  t h e  P i n o c h e t
dictatorship,  created  in  1977  to
r e p l a c e  t h e  D I N A .  I t  w a s
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l
repression,  including  torture,
disappearances,  and  extrajudicial
killings  until  its  dissolution  in
1990.

[6]  The  ’Chicago  Boys’  were  a
group of Chilean economists who
studied  at  the  University  of
Chicago  under  Milton  Friedman
and  Arnold  Harberger.  They
played a central role in designing
and  implementing  the  neoliberal
economic policies of the Pinochet
dictatorship.

[7]  Jaime  Guzmán  (1946–1991)
was  a  lawyer  and politician  who
served  as  the  chief  ideologue  of
the Pinochet regime. He was the
principal  author  of  the  1980
Constitution and founded the UDI.
He was assassinated by the Frente
Patriótico  Manuel  Rodríguez  in
1991.

[8] Chile’s 2017 law decriminalised
abor t ion  in  three  spec i f i c
circumstances: when the mother’s
life is at risk, when the foetus is
unviable, and when the pregnancy
is the result of rape.

[9]  On  11  September  1973,  the
Chilean  armed  forces,  led  by
General  Augusto  Pinochet,
overthrew  the  democratically
elected  government  of  Salvador
Allende.  The  coup  inaugurated
seventeen  years  of  mil itary
dictatorship  characterised  by
s y s t e m a t i c  h u m a n  r i g h t s
violations.  See  Oscar  Mendoza,
"Chile 1973 — The Original 9/11",
Europe Solidaire Sans Frontières,
September  2023.  Available  at:
https://www.europe-solidaire.org/s
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pip.php?article67743

[10]  The  DINA  was  the  secret
police of the Pinochet dictatorship
from 1973 to 1977, responsible for
the  systematic  persecution,
torture,  disappearance,  and
murder of political opponents both
within Chile and abroad.

[11]  In  October  2019,  Chile
experienced  the  largest  social
uprising  since  the  return  to
democracy,  triggered by a metro
fa re  i nc rease  bu t  r ap id l y
expanding into a broad rejection of
the  neoliberal  model  inherited
from the dictatorship. See "¡Fuera
Piñera! — Revolt in Chile", Europe
Solidaire  Sans  Frontières,  2019.
A v a i l a b l e  a t :
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/sp
ip.php?article53004

[12] On the constitutional process
and  the  stakes  of  the  second

round, see Soumya Sahin, "Chile’s
Presidential  Election:  A  Political
Future  Oscillating  Between  Fear
and  Promise",  Europe  Solidaire
Sans Frontières, November 2024.
A v a i l a b l e  a t :
https://europe-solidaire.org/spip.ph
p?article77064

[13]  A  portmanteau  of  ’permiso’
( p e r m i t )  a n d  ’ o l o g í a ’
( s t u d y / p r o c e s s  o f ) ,  u s e d
pejoratively  by  business  interests
to  criticise  environmental  and
planning regulations as excessive
bureaucracy.

[14]  Javier  Milei  is  the  far-right
libertarian President of Argentina,
elected in November 2023, known
for  his  radical  free-market
posit ions  and  al l iance  with
international far-right movements.

[15] On the historical significance

of Pinochetism, see "Remembering
S e p t e m b e r  1 1 ,  1 9 7 3 :  t h e
US‑backed  Pinochet  coup  in
Chile",  Europe  Solidaire  Sans
Frontières,  September  2023.
A v a i l a b l e  a t :
https://europe-solidaire.org/spip.ph
p?article67698

[16]  The  Frente  Amplio  (Broad
Front)  is  a  coalition  of  left-wing
parties  formed  in  2017,  which
supported  Gabr ie l  Bor ic ’s
successful presidential bid in 2021.

[17] Sebastián Piñera served two
terms  as  Chi le ’s  pres ident
(2010–2014  and  2018–2022),
representing the traditional right-
wing coalition.

[18] The Unidad Popular (Popular
Unity)  was  the  coalition  of  left-
wing  parties  that  supported
Salvador  Allende’s  government
(1970–1973).

“Generation Z” and the advance of the far
right in Mexico
19 December 2025, by José Luis Hernández Ayala

Although  the  mass  media,  both
national  and  international,  fuelled
great expectations about the alleged
d e s t a b i l i z i n g  i m p a c t  o f  t h e
mobilization of “Generation Z” on 15
N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 5  a g a i n s t  t h e
progressive  government  of  Claudia
Sheinbaum  Pardo,  the  result  was
c lear ly  d i sappo int ing  for  i t s
promoters. Of the 80 to 90 thousand
demonstrators  who  gathered
throughout  the  country,  only  30%
corresponded  to  young  people;  a
proportion  similar  to  that  of  other
marches organized by the same right-
wing and ultra-right opposition parties
that today invoke the security crisis as
a pretext,  despite having themselves
been responsible for its worsening.

Organizers tried to recreate in Mexico
the mobilization of tens of thousands
of  young  people  —  the  so-called
Generat ion  Z  —  who  in  Nepal
succeeded in overthrowing a corrupt

and deeply unpopular government.

It  is  true that  the murder of  Carlos
Manzo,  municipal  president  of
Uruapan – the second largest city in
Michoacán  –  at  the  hands  of  the
Jalisco  New  Generation  Cartel
unleashed strong national discontent,
including  young people  who identify
as  part  of  that  generation.  But  that
i n d i g n a t i o n  w a s  q u i c k l y
instrumentalized  by  the  right-wing
parties,  which sought to turn it  into
the engine of an openly coup-plotting
mobilization  whose  objective  was  to
take  over  the  National  Palace.  The
m a n o e u v r e  e n d e d  u p  b e i n g
deactivated: it was those same young
people  who  rejected  the  call  and
distanced  themselves  from  the
opposition’s  manipulation.

The forces that drove the mobilization
came from well-identifiable oligarchic
a n d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s e c t o r s .
Businessman  Ricardo  Salinas  Pliego,

owner of Televisión Azteca, known for
his tax disputes with the state and for
a discourse increasingly close to the
neo-fascism  of  f igures  such  as
Argentine  president  Javier  Milei,
stands  out.  Added  to  this  were  the
high  Catholic  clergy  –  who  are
preparing  to  commemorate  the
centennial  of  the  Cristero  war  –  as
well  as historical  leaders of  the PRI
and the PAN, whose parliamentarians
spread hate speeches and unfounded
accusations  that  describe  the
government of Claudia Sheinbaum as
“communist”  and hold it  responsible
for the murder of Manzo. Journalists
and  intellectuals  also  participated,
denouncing an alleged “authoritarian
drift”  of  the  government,  without
providing evidence to support this.

This  toxic  mix  of  spurious  interests
helps explain the novel features of this
right-wing  mobilization.  Unlike  the
previous  ones,  which  tried  to  cover
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themselves  with  a  thin  “democratic"
garb (the white march, the pink tide,
the defence of  the Federal  Electoral
Institute  and  so  on),  this  protest
assumed  an  openly  coup-plotting
character.  Explicit  cal ls  were
circulating for U.S. armed intervention
in Mexico and for the armed forces to
lead  a  coup  d’état.  Violent  actions,
clearly coordinated, were recorded to
tear  down  the  metal  fences  that
protect  the  Nat iona l  Pa lace .
Misogynistic,  homophobic,  anti-
Semitic, sexist and racist expressions
also proliferated,  along with T-shirts
displaying Nazi symbolism.

It  is  no  coincidence  that,  in  this
context,  the President  of  the United
States, Donald Trump, celebrated the
mobilization  and,  subsequently,  did
not rule out a possible intervention in
Mex ico  under  the  p re tex t  o f
combating drug trafficking. The hand
of  U.S.  imperialism  is  rocking  the
cradle of the new fascist monster.

Although the 15 November march was
small  and  expresses  above  all  the
desperation of a radicalized right, its
s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e
underestimated. In recent days, there
have  been  mass ive  s tr ikes  by
transport  workers  and  water
defenders, where genuine demands –
improving  safety  in  public  transport
and preventing water from continuing
to  be  concentrated  in  the  hands  of
large transnational corporations – are
combined  with  the  manipulation  of
right-wing  leaders  who  seek  to
destabilize  the  government.  It  is  a
scenario that recalls, in some features,
the tactics used by the Chilean right
before  the  coup  d’état  against
Salvador  Allende  in  1973.

The problem of
insecurity
Despite the fact  that  during Claudia
Sheinbaum’s term of office, significant
blows  have  been  dealt  to  different
criminal groups, the problem persists
and even, in some territories, expands.
Drug trafficking—along with extortion,
kidnapping, debt collection, trafficking
in  women,  cyber  fraud,  and  money
laundering—is not the work of fringe
gangs.  It  is  an  industry  deeply
integrated  into  the  country’s  high

political,  business  and  financial
spheres.

Its  global  boom  dates  back  to  the
irruption  of  the  neoliberal  economic
model ,  which  caused  massive
unemployment in broad social sectors.
Who  doesn’t  remember  the  big  US
cities emptying from one day to the
n e x t ,  a f t e r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f
manufacturing  to  the  south  of  the
country or to Asia?

In  Mexico,  the neoliberal  policies  of
Miguel  de la  Madrid,  Carlos  Salinas
and Ernesto Zedillo threw hundreds of
thousands of people onto the streets.
To survive, the victims were reduced
to  three  options:  emigrate  to  the
United  States,  join  the  informal
economy or join circuits linked to drug
trafficking. The illegality surrounding
these  activities  functioned  as  a
breeding  ground  for  new  criminal
networks:  human  and  women’s
trafficking  networks;  smuggling  and
piracy structures; and, in the case of
drug trafficking – the most profitable
activity  –  organizations  increasingly
associated with political and business
power.

We  can  say,  without  exaggeration,
that  the  explosive  growth  of  the
cartels in the 1980s would have been
i m p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e
protection—direct  or  indirect—of  the
Mexican  state  and  also  the  United
States.  It  is  known that  Washington
f i n a n c e d  i t s  c o v e r t  w a r s  i n
Afghanistan  and  Nicaragua  with
resources  from  drug  trafficking.
Cartels  are  not  fringe  gangs:  they
function as transnational corporations
with  thousands  of  employees  and
networks of power that penetrate local
governments,  leading  politicians,
judges  and  military  commanders,
while  controlling  vast  territories.

A kind of “narco culture” has emerged
in  these  areas,  where  many  young
people assume that their criminal life
will be brief, but compensated by an
extravagant and ostentatious lifestyle.
It is nothing other than the neoliberal
philosophy  of  extreme  individualism
taken to its most violent limit.

Combating these organizations,  their
networks  of  power  and  the  culture
that  legitimizes  them is  a  long-term
task.  In  addi t ion  to  f inancia l

intelligence, the purging of corruption
in  the  political,  judicial  and military
elites,  and  decisive  action  against
criminal  groups  –  including  the
organization  of  self-defence  groups
and community police in rural areas –
the fundamental solution is to build a
more egalitarian, fair economic system
based  on  collective  values  and
solidarity. In other words: dismantling
neoliberalism and fighting the cultural
batt le  in  favour  of  a  socia l is t
al ternat ive.

How to fight
fascism?
The main reason why Mexico is one of
the  few  countries  where  the  ultra-
right and fascism are on the defensive
is that, even without a radical break
with  neoliberalism,  the  government
has managed to raise the standard of
living of  the majority  in  a  sustained
way.  The  increases  in  the  minimum
wage,  the  expansion  of  social
p r o g r a m s ,  i n v e s t m e n t  i n
infrastructure works, the regulation of
outsourcing,  the advance in freedom
of association, the recovery of margins
of  energy  sovereignty  and  the
obligation  for  large  businessmen  to
pay taxes have strengthened a broad
and stable social base for the so-called
Fourth Transformation.

But if  this process of  transformation
does not deepen and remains halfway,
a  fertile  ground  is  created  for  the
recomposition  of  the  right-wing
sectors.  Central  tasks  are  stil l
pending:  recovering  the  purchasing
power  of  contractual  salaries,
reestablishing  a  solidarity  pension
system by eliminating the Afores and
payment  in  UMA,  substantially
improving public security, addressing
the  problems  of  different  social
sectors  through  real  dialogue  and
effective  solutions,  promoting  a
progressive fiscal reform and auditing
– and then cancelling – the public debt
considered odious.

This agenda must be articulated with
the  construction  of  a  broad  social
movement  independent  of  the
government,  capable  of  sustaining
higher  levels  of  mobilization  in  the
face of the threat posed by the ultra-
r ight  and  fasc i s t  o l igarchy  –



expressed,  among  others,  in  figures
such as Ricardo Salinas Pliego – which
today seeks to make its way through
destabilization  manoeuvres.  At  the
same time, this movement must raise

its own demands against the current
government,  without  subordinating
itself to either the right or the ruling
party.

2 December 2025

Translated  by  International
Viewpoint  from  Jacobin  America
Latina.

The general strike demonstrates that
struggle can open up paths for the left
18 December 2025, by Jorge Costa

The general strike, the first since the
days of the Troika, was called by the
two main trade union confederations,
CGTP  and  UGT,  which  has  only
happened in  half  of  the ten general
strikes  held  since  the  end  of  the
dictatorship.  Despite  the  current
isolat ion  of  the  left ,  the  mere
aff irmation  of  the  trade  union
movement’s initiative made it possible
to  change  the  terms  of  the  public
debate. It  highlighted the process of
social regression led by the right and
camouflaged by the deafening noise of
the campaigns of hatred and lies that
monopolise the public space.

The  brutality  of  the  labour  package
reveals  a  minority  and  unstable
government,  which  aims  to  do  as
much damage as possible as quickly as
possible,  while  i t  st i l l  has  the
opportunity to permanently undermine
the position of labour in the balance of
social  forces.  In  this  context,  the
general strike was a success in terms
of participation, not only in the state
sector:  minimum  services  in  air
transport,  strikes  at  Volkswagen,
Mitsubishi  Fuso  and  also  in  the
commerce  and  industry  sectors.
According  to  the  CGTP,  more  than
three  million  workers  joined  the
struggle.  Despite  the  almost  total
a b s e n c e  o f  t r a n s p o r t ,  t h e
demonstration  in  Lisbon  brought
together  many  thousands  of  people,
mostly  young  and  non-unionised
workers,  who  made  their  presence
felt.

The  general  strike  is  a  political
success: its call, after 12 years and in
a  unified  manner,  has  created  mass
awareness  of  the  seriousness  of  the
offensive and has made it difficult to
form  a  PSD-Chega  parliamentary

majority  to  pass  the  legislative
package.  Only  employers  are
enthusiastic  about  the  new laws;  in
surveys, two-thirds of respondents say
they agree with  the reasons for  the
strike;  none  of  the  r ight-wing
presidential  candidates  dares  to
openly  support  the  counter-reform;
trade  unionists  affiliated  with  the
ruling  party  participated  in  the
general strike and, on the same day,
the government’s attempt to describe
the  strike  as  insignificant  was  met
with ridicule. The leader of the neo-
fascists,  who for weeks attacked the
unions  and  defended  the  new  laws,
now claims to understand the strikers’
reasons  and  talks  of  withdrawing
some of  the absurd elements  of  the
government’s  proposal.  We  will  see
what political price André Ventura is
w i l l i n g  t o  p a y  t o  p l e a s e  t h e
bourgeoisie  with  his  parliamentary
vote.

The annus
horribilis of 2025
With  the  left  at  its  worst  result  in
history and the PS overtaken by the
neo-fascists,  immediately  after  the
parliamentary elections last May (read
the  assessment  here),  the  new
socialist leadership made it clear that
it is willing to guarantee the approval
of  the  Montenegrin  government’s
state budget. This, at the same time as
the  right-wing  counter-reforms  are
being  approved  by  agreement  with
Chega. We will return to the current
political situation later.

In  the  October  municipal  elections,
the  shift  to  the  right  became  more
pronounced,  with  the  right  wing

conquering  the  largest  cities.  The
PCP, with a strong municipal tradition,
l o s t  a  t h i r d  o f  i t s  e l e c t e d
representatives  and  the  two  district
capitals  it  still  governed.  The  Bloco
and Livre, allied in some twenty major
cities,  obtained  weak  results,  even
worse when they ran separately.

As for the presidential elections, the
polls give an advantage to two right-
wing  candidates  (Marques  Mendes
and Gouveia e Melo) and the leader of
the far  right  (André Ventura),  all  of
them  around  20%.  The  candidate
supported by the PS – a figure on the
far right of the party – appears to be
out  of  the  running  for  the  second
round  and  on  a  par  with  the  ultra-
l ibera l  candidate  (10%) .  The
candidacy of the former coordinator of
the Bloco, Catarina Martins, is around
5%, followed by those of the PCP and
Livre.  Thus,  the  Portuguese  right
could  consolidate  its  hegemony  in
2026, controlling the government, the
presidency and,  for the first  time in
history,  a  parliamentary  majority  of
more  than  two-thirds,  capable  of
passing constitutional reforms without
the Socialist Party or any other left-
wing party.

A party rethinking
itself in new
circumstances
Despite  lower  militant  participation
reflecting this  cycle of  setbacks,  the
Bloco  Convention  was  a  moment  of
respite and of encounter between the
Bloco and its plurality. Four political
motions  were  voted  on  at  the  14th
Congress, and motions A (65 elected),
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S  (8 ) ,  H  (4 )  and  B  (3 )  w i l l  be
represented  on  the  elected  National
Bureau. For motion A, the Bloc ‘must
be  a  driving  force  for  convergence,
while  reclaiming  the  political  space
that only it occupies and from which it
can  grow:  loyalty  to  the  exploited
classes and a strategy to expand its
movements ;  a  commitment  to
pluralism  and  convergence  as  the
foundation  for  building  the  socialist
party;  internationalism  against  all
empires  and oligarchs’.  José  Manuel
Pureza, 66, a university professor and
former  MP,  succeeds  Mariana
Mortágua, who decided not to stand
again  as  national  coordinator.  In
recent  years,  Pureza  has  been  the
visible face of the fight for the right to
assisted death and has participated in
initiatives  for  dialogue  between
Marxists  and  Christians.

In addition to the political diagnosis,
the  Convention  carried  out  a  broad
renewal  and  rejuvenation  of  the
leadership  bodies  –  the  National
Bureau and the Political Commission –
whose composition includes 50% new
members. The Convention debate was
also  marked  by  issues  of  party
organisation and the need to intensify
regularity, autonomy and participation
in  the  democratic  life  of  the  Bloc.
What  decides  political  life  is  the
creation  of  grassroots  organisations
and  mi l i tant  working  groups,
communities of reflection and action.

Five issues on the
situation in
Portugal
1.  The  PSD  government  and  the
PSD/Iniciat iva  Liberal /Chega
parliamentary  majority  are  carrying
out  a  social  assault  on  labour,
immigration and housing. And Prime
Minister  Luís  Montenegro  has
achieved the feat of getting the PS to
normalise  the  process,  turning  the
state  budget  into  a  product  of  the
central  bloc.  The  case  is  strange:

Montenegro  thus  articulates  a
parliamentary base of 95% of MPs. We
are  witnessing  the  decomposition  of
traditional  politics,  which  would  not
be  bad  news  if  this  decomposition
were  not  led  by  the  oligarchy:  the
centre is being dragged to the right
and both are following in the wake of
Chega.

2.  The  weakness  of  the  left  is  the
resul t  o f  the  ger ingonça,  the
agreements between the PS, the Bloco
and the PCP signed in 2015 and which
remained  in  force  until  2019.  What
remained  engraved  in  the  popular
consciousness  from  that  period  was
not the real progress achieved, nor the
Bloco’s  reasons after  2019,  the vote
against  the  PS’s  budgets,  nor  the
crisis orchestrated between Costa and
Marcelo  to  fabricate  an  absolute
majority.  What  remained  engraved
was  the  PS  government  from  2019
onwards,  a  post-Covid period led by
mediocre  rulers,  who  left  the  state
coffers lacking money for healthcare,
h o u s i n g  p o l i c y  a n d  w o r k i n g
condit ions.

The image of the left, even after the
geringonça,  remained stuck with the
bad government of 2019-2022 and the
absolute majority. We did not have the
strength to avoid this. And that would
not have changed, nor will it change,
with words alone. It will change when
we  manage  to  interpret  the  revolt,
take  the  initiative  and  play  a  new
leading role in the struggle. Without
that, nothing will be easy in the future
for any left-wing party.

3. The difficulties faced by the parties
do not mean that it  is impossible to
mount struggles. The Italian left has
been in tatters for two decades, but it
organised  a  general  strike  involving
millions  of  people  in  support  of
Palestine. Here we are on the eve of
another  general  strike,  a  critical
moment  to  change  the  political
atmosphere. And even in a year as bad
as  2025,  there  have  been  very
important  s igns :  the  larges t

demonstration  of  immigrant  workers
in the last decade, the emergence of
black  youth  from  the  suburbs  of
Lisbon,  the  expansion  of  solidarity
with  Palestine  in  the  days  of  the
flotilla.  In  these  struggles,  the  left
grows  stronger  and  breaks  its
isolation,  contesting  the  issues  of
public  debate  through  concrete
mobilisation.  This  is  also  where  the
Bloc breathes.

4.  It  is  not  the  difficulties  of  the
parties  that  dictate  the  need  for
convergence .  What  imposes
convergence today is the need to face
the quagmire: we have a government
allied  with  the  neo-fascists  and
supported by the PS. In the struggles
for  public  services  and  housing,  for
work and against the fascistisation of
social life,  it  is necessary to identify
the lines of confrontation. Let us then
think about the politics of movements,
encourage  the  presence  of  activists,
and open all channels of dialogue.

5.  Let  us  do  the  calculations  that
everyone has already learned to do: in
separate  electoral  vehicles,  the  left
offers  councillors  and  deputies  to
Chega and contributes to the swamp
overflowing  and  elevating  the  neo-
fascists to the leading political force,
as  is  already  happening  in  several
European countries. The Bloc has its
social  space,  which  comes  from the
di f ference  in  i t s  po l i t ics  and
programme,  its  worldview  and  its
party culture. All of this, as we well
know, radically distinguishes us from
parties  such  as  Livre  or  the  PCP.
These differences are as important as
the  real  need  to  converge  in  the
struggles  and  offer  the  people  an
electoral  alternative  based  on  what
the left  has in common. A pole that
prevents  democracy  from  being
reduced to power games between Luís
Montenegro  and  his  two  partners,
Chega and the PS.

12 December 2025

Translated  by  International
Viewpoint  f rom  Vientosur .
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After three days of strike, a vast social
movement with no political alternative
17 December 2025, by Mateo Alaluf

The  success  of  the  common  trade
union  front  (General  Federation  of
L a b o u r  o f  B e l g i u m  ( F G T B ) ,
Confederation  of  Christian  Trade
U n i o n s  ( C S C )  a n d  G e n e r a l
Confederation of Liberal Trade Unions
of Belgium (CGSLB)) is all  the more
significant as it follows 11 months of
mobilizations  without  weakening  the
determination of the movement. This
strike  was  better  supported  and
longer than the one on 31 March and
relays the big national demonstration
that  brought  together  some 140,000
workers in Brussels on 24 September.

If the unions’ gamble was successful,
so was the government’s. On Monday
morning, the first day of the strike, the
government  reached  a  budget
agreement. It has welded together its
coalition, which had previously shown
signs  of  fragility.  An  agreement,
copied and pasted from the demands
of  the  employers’  federations,  to
implement  reform  after  reform
attacking  social  benefits  and  public
services. Two blocs faced each other.

On  the  one  hand,  the  Ar izona
coalition,  for  which  budgetary
austerity  is  the  priority  of  priorities
and  justifies  sacrifices,  and  on  the
other  hand,  a  social  movement,  the
largest in Belgium since the “strike of
the  century”  in  the  winter  o f
1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 1 ,  a g a i n s t  a  s e t  o f
government  measures  which,  under
budgetary  pretext,  aim  to  dismantle
t h e  w e l f a r e  s t a t e  a n d  b r e a k
sol idari ty .  [1]

The union mobilization, so important
in the long term, has been met with
silence from the government. Despite
their  repeated  request,  the  union
leaders  were  not  received  by  the
prime  minister.  Regardless  of  the
strikes  and  demonstrations,  the
government  is  “reforming”  as  if
nothing  had  happened  and  the
movement seems, despite its strength,
powerless  in  the  face  of  the  right’s
steamrol ler .  “The  unions  are
paralysing,  the  government  is

working,” says prime minister Bart De
Wever,  promising  to  go  all  the  way
and reassuring his supporters.

“The old tried and
tested tactic”
Belgium’s social history is marked by
its tradition of general strikes, decided
and controlled by the unions to create
a balance of power that would allow
their demands to be negotiated with
the  employers  and  the  state  under
favourable conditions. In the past, this
old and tried tactic made it possible to
build a social state that responded to
popular aspirations in a way that was
admittedly  always  conflictual.  But
when the contradictions sharpen and
conditions deteriorate, the “ritualized
strikes,” which previously had ensured
a  balance  of  power,  have  become
ineffective. They are no longer levers
that  can  be  used  when  negotiation
becomes ineffective and parliamentary
action  sinks  into  a  vacuum.  The
government  can  then  foresee  the
effects of the movement and, despite
inevitable losses, turn its back and let
the storm pass. The planned strike no
longer manages to get the unions and
left-wing parties out  of  the impasse.
The strike must then move away from
its rituals that make it  a cog in the
negotiating  process,  become  less
predictable in its duration and effects,
and  manifest  itself,  in  the  words  of
Rosa Luxemburg, as a “political mass
strike.” [2]

A successful  bet for the trade union
movement, which has managed to give
impetus  to  a  vast  social  movement,
but the defeat of this same movement
which  is  denied  by  the  government
which imposes its budget.  A success
that is still part of the “old tried and
tested  tactic”:  namely  avoiding
liberticidal measures, trying to modify
one  or  the  other  decision  at  the
margins and above all maintaining the
pressure of protest without exhausting
the troops in  order  to  influence the

next elections in 2029. Compared to
the  scale  of  the  mobilization,  the
expected effects seem as hypothetical
as they are derisory.

Success of the
movement and
political disarray
As  important  as  the  success  of  the
movement  and the  resolution  of  the
strikers  was,  the disarray was great
and suffered from the lack of political
perspectives. Indeed, the turn to the
right  in  the last  federal  elections in
2024 had traumatized the left.

The  government  governs  but  the
opposition is not convincing. For the
political leaders, the social movement
aims  to  contribute  to  shifting  the
political centre of gravity back to the
centre-left  in  2029.  However,  Ecolo,
which collapsed in the last election, is
currently  out  of  the  game  and  the
Belgian Workers’ Party (PTB) (radical
left)  rejects any coalition with right-
wing  parties.  There  remains  the
Social ist  Party  (PS) ,  which  is
experiencing a continuous erosion and
which lost its first place in the French-
speaking part of the country in the last
e lec t ions  to  the  MR  (Re form
Movement). The PS has embarked on
a  refoundation.  It  puts  forward  a
programme and alternative budgetary
proposals, but it remains powerless in
the  face  of  two  reproaches  that  it
cannot  dismiss.  First:  why  didn’t  it
apply  this  program  when  it  was  in
power?  The  response  that  the
Socialists  were  in  coalition  with  the
MR is not enough, since they chose or
at  least  accepted  this  partner.
Secondly, having entered government
after a right-wing coalition, similar to
the  current  one,  presided  over  by
Charles  Michel  (MR),  the  Socialists
did  not  abol ish  the  unpopular
measures  they  had  fought  against
while in opposition, in particular the
postponement of the retirement age to
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67 and the tax shift mechanism which
structurally  de-finances  social
security.  [2].  Environmental  activists
in  Indonesia  emphasise  how  the
devastat ion  has  been  notably
worsened  by  deforestation,  largely
driven  by  the  mining  industry  and
agribusiness,  and  facilitated  by
e n d e m i c  c o r r u p t i o n  i n  t h e
administration  [10].  By  making
Suharto  a  hero,  Prabowo  is  loudly
announcing  a  radical  end  to  the
historical  democratisation  process
begun  in  Indones ia  (a l ready
undermined by his predecessor).

Progressive  press  organs,  such  as
Tempo, are being dragged through the
courts  [11].  This  return  to  the
dictatorial past is, for the Alliance of
Independent  Journalists  (AJI)  [12],
equivalent  to  "escaping  from  the
tiger’s  jaws  only  to  fall  into  the
crocodile’s  mouth".  The  attacks  are
not  only  legal  and financial.  On the
island of Papua [13], in October 2024,
vehicles  in  the  car  park  of  the  Jubi
media  outlet  were  set  ablaze  with
Molotov  cocktails  and  two  soldiers
were identified through CCTV footage
and witness testimonies. Yet the case
remains  unresolved:  after  police
transferred  it  to  Military  Command,
TNI  [14]  investigators  rejected  it
citing "insufficient evidence", creating
a  legal  stalemate  that  amounts  to
impunity.

Investigative  journalists  are  not  the
only ones in the firing line. A blacklist
of  progressive  authors  (from  Karl
Marx  to  the  celebrated  Indonesian
writer  Pramoedya Ananta  Toer  [15])
has  been  drawn up.  The  possession
and distribution of their works can be
treated  as  criminal  acts  under
regulations  dating  from the  Suharto
era  that  remain  in  force  [16],  with
police  raids  and  confiscations
continuing.  Worse  still,  protesters
have  been  labelled  "traitors  to  the
nation" – one of the most serious legal
accusations,  dating  back  to  the
colonial  era.

Progressive  movements  are  now
threatened  by  repression,  aimed  at
stifling  any  popular  contestation.
However, Indonesian civil society has
decades of  experience.  It  is  fighting
tooth  and  nail  against  the  regime’s
growing  authoritarianism  and  the
regression  of  democratic  rights  and

spaces [20].

Numerous movements have mobilised
repeatedly  in  recent  months,  on
multiple  fronts,  including  Amnesty
International Indonesia, Kontras [21],
the trade union federation FSBPI [22],
Greenpeace  Indonesia,  Musicians  –
People’s  Movement,  WALHI-FoE
Indonesia  [23],  Social  Just ice
Indonesia  (SJI),  Young  Movement
Against Criminalisation, and others. A
union of political prisoners was even
established  in  October,  with  the
support of Tapol [24], whose activities
date back to the years of the Suharto
dictatorship.  The  Free  Women
movement  and  the  Indonesian
Women’s  Alliance,  which  we  have
supported, have played a very active
role  in  democratic  resistance.  We
express  our  solidarity  to  all  these
organisations.

10 December 2025

Translated by Adam Novak for ESSF.

Expanded version of an article written
for  the  weekly  L’Anticapitaliste,
published  online  10  December  2025.
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February  2020.  Available  at:
http://europe-solidaire.org/spip.ph
p?article52014

[3]  On Indonesia’s  environmental
and  climate  challenges,  see

"Indonesia  faces  a  food  and
climate  crisis",  Europe  Solidaire
Sans Frontières, September 2025.
A v a i l a b l e  a t :
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(where three people were killed),
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ip.php?article76102

[5] Prabowo Subianto is a former
general  who  served  under  the
Suharto  dictatorship.  He  was
elected president in 2024 and took
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[6]  Amnesty  Internat ional
documented 4,194 arrests between
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mi l l i on  peop le  accused  o f
communist  sympathies  were
murdered. Prabowo Subianto was
Suhar to ’ s  son - in - l aw  and
commander  of  the  Kopassus
special  forces,  which  were
involved in human rights violations

https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article77264
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article77220
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article77220
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article77223
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article77223
http://europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article52014
http://europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article52014
https://europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article76420
https://europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article76420
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article76102
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article76102
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article77259
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article77259


in East Timor and West Papua.

[8]  The  title  was  conferred  via
P r e s i d e n t i a l  D e c r e e  N o .
116/TK/2025 at  a  televised  State
Palace  ceremony.  Suharto’s
children received the title on his
behalf.

[9]  GEMAS  stands  for  Gerakan
Masyarakat Sipil untuk Mengadili
Soeharto (Civil Society Movement
to Bring Suharto to Justice).

[10]  See  "GEMAS Open  Letter  -
1 8 5  I n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  2 5 6
Individuals  Reject  National  Hero
Award  for  Suharto",  Europe
Solidaire Sans Frontières, October
2 0 2 5 .  A v a i l a b l e  a t :
https://europe-solidaire.org/spip.ph
p?article76896

[11]  Agriculture  Minister  Amran
Sulaiman  filed  a  Rp  200  billion
(approximately  EUR 11.8 million)
lawsuit against Tempo magazine in
July 2025 over its critical coverage
of  the  state  rice  distribution
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Jakarta  court  ruled  it  lacked
jurisdiction,  but  the Ministry  has
appealed.  See  Mark  Johnson,
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presidency", Europe Solidaire Sans
Front ières ,  October  2025.
A v a i l a b l e  a t :
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/sp
ip.php?article76958

[12 ]  A J I  (Al i ans i  J u rna l i s
Independen)  is  Indonesia’s
independent  journalists’  union,
founded  in  1994  during  the
Suharto  era  to  defend  press
freedom.

[13] Papua (formerly Irian Jaya) is
the  Indonesian-administered
western half of New Guinea, where
a  long-running  independence
movement  faces  ongoing  military
operations  and  human  rights
abuses.

[14]  TNI:  Tentara  Nasional
Indonesia  (Indonesian  National
Armed  Forces).
[15]  Pramoedya  Ananta  Toer
(1925–2006)  is  considered
Indonesia’s  greatest  writer.  He
was imprisoned without trial for 14
years  under  the  Suharto  regime,
notably  on  the  prison  island  of
Buru, where he wrote his famous
tetralogy,  the  Buru  Quartet.  His
works  were  banned  during  the
New Order period.

[ 16 ]  TAP  MPRS  XXV /1966
prohibiting communism, Leninism
and Marxism remains legally valid.
D u r i n g  t h e  N e w  O r d e r ,
documented  sentences  of  7-8.5
years  were  handed  down  for
possessing  banned  books.  Whilst
formal  prosecutions  are  less
c o m m o n  s i n c e  a  2 0 1 0
Constitutional Court ruling, police
raids and book confiscations have
continued, documented as recently
as 2019.

[17]  On  the  state  of  Indonesian
d e m o c r a c y ,  s e e  K o n t r a s ,
"Indonesia: End the romanticism of
reformasi,  it’s  time  to  fight",
Europe Solidaire Sans Frontières,
M a y  2 0 2 5 .  A v a i l a b l e  a t :
https://europe-solidaire.org/spip.ph
p?article74869

[18]  Komnas  Perempuan  (Komisi
Nasional Anti Kekerasan terhadap
Perempuan )  is  Indonesia’s

National  Commission on Violence
Against  Women,  established  in
1998.

[19]  Free  Women  (Perempuan
Mahardika in Bahasa Indonesia) is
a  feminist  organisation  based  in
industrial  zones  around  Jakarta
and  Sukabumi,  working  on
women’s labour rights and gender-
based violence.

[20] See Free Women, "Indonesia:
women  cannot  win  decent  work
and freedom from violence under
this  anti-democratic  regime",
Europe Solidaire Sans Frontières,
November  2025.  Available  at:
https://europe-solidaire.org/spip.ph
p?rubrique369

[21] Kontras (Komisi untuk Orang
Hi lang  dan  Korban  T indak
Kekerasan) is the Commission for
Missing  Persons  and  Victims  of
Violence,  a  leading  Indonesian
human rights organisation founded
in 1998.

[22]  FSBPI  (Federasi  Serikat
Buruh Persatuan Indonesia) is the
Indonesian  United  Workers’
Federation.

[23] WALHI (Wahana Lingkungan
Hidup Indonesia) is the Indonesian
Forum  for  the  Environment,  the
Indonesian member of Friends of
the Earth International.

[24]  Tapol  (a  contraction  of
tahanan politik, meaning "political
prisoners" in Indonesian) is a UK-
based  human  rights  organisation
that  has  campaigned  for  human
rights  in  Indonesia  since  1973,
during the Suharto era.

Fighting for the Least Unjust Peace
11 December 2025, by Oleksandr Kyselov

For  many  Ukrainians,  the  past  year
has felt a bit like Groundhog Day. Now
and then, Washington decides to open
discussions with Moscow about ending
the  war  in  their  country,  a  terrible

“peace”  proposal  pops  up,  pressure
mounts  on  Kyiv  to  compromise,  a
flurry of diplomacy manages to reduce
the demands placed on Ukraine, and
then  Putin  brings  up  his  so-called

“root causes” for the war — before the
whole circus starts over again.

The mid-November leak of a secret 28-
point plan negotiated between the US
and  Russia  was  the  most  dramatic
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iteration of this circus yet.  The plan
foresaw  Kyiv  ceding  the  entire
Donetsk  region,  capping  its  armed
forces at 600,000 troops, dropping any
hopes  for  NATO  membership,  and
prohibiting  NATO forces  from being
stationed on Ukrainian soil. This round
also  coincided  with  Ukraine’s  most
serious  domestic  political  crisis  and
near-exhaustion on the battlefield.

Modest Progress,
Fundamental
Problems
As Andrii Movchan, a Ukrainian left-
wing activist in exile and organizer of
a  solidarity  campaign  in  Catalonia,
acknowledges,  despite  containing
several  conditions  unacceptable  to
Ukraine,  the  draft  is  already  better
than  previous  proposals.  The  ceiling
on Ukraine’s armed forces is higher,
Russia’s  non-aggression  obligations
are  recognized,  the  wording  of
ideological  requirements  vis-à-vis
minority  rights  is  less  alienating,
sanctions on Russia are to be removed
gradually and on a case-by-case basis,
and  for  the  f irst  t ime,  Moscow
accepted  tha t  i t  may  have  to
contribute at least some of its frozen
assets to Ukraine’s reconstruction.

Another  positive  sign,  according  to
Movchan, is that Ukraine also agreed
to take this revised draft as a basis for
further  negotiations  and  is  ready  to
move  towards  compromises.  This
pragmatism, however,  does not alter
the  nature  of  the  current  proposal.
The  d ra f t  s t i l l  r eads  l i ke  an
imbalanced  settlement  heavily
favouring  the  Kremlin  and  granting
Moscow control over Ukraine’s foreign
policy and a blanket amnesty for war
crimes. Taras Bilous, co-editor of the
le f t -w ing  Ukra in ian  j ourna l
Spilne/Commons and currently serving
in the Ukrainian armed forces, reacted
particularly strongly to the unilateral
limitations  on  Ukraine’s  military,
which seem to imply that Ukraine was
somehow responsible for the war.

Consultations  between  Kyiv  and
Washington  in  Geneva  have  since
reduced the scope of the framework,
but  three  issues  remain  unresolved:
the size of Ukraine’s army, territorial

settlements,  and  NATO  membership
for  Ukraine.  It  is  hard  to  imagine
Russia compromising on these points
and accepting a deal that would not
allow it to resume the war at will. In
fact ,  whether  Kyiv  refused  to
negotiate,  called  for  a  ceasefire,  or
tried to  reach understanding,  it  had
little influence on the Russian agenda
of weakening Ukraine. Many are now
convinced  that  as  long  as  Moscow
cont inues  t o  succeed  on  the
battlefield, it will push further.

R u m o u r s  t h a t  t h e  U S  w o u l d
unilaterally  recognize  Russian
demands  to  overcome  the  impasse
began  circulating  in  late  November.
Insights  from  talks  held  in  Florida
confirmed what many suspected: the
agreement  addressing  Russia’s
concerns over NATO membership and
Ukrainian territories will be between
Washington  and  Moscow.  The
dialogue  between  US  and  Russian
representatives in the Kremlin in early
December  was  “useful”  but  did  not
bring any breakthroughs.

Former  Commander-in-Chief  of  the
Armed  Forces  of  Ukraine  Valerii
Zaluzhny  recently  noted  that  while
obtaining reliable security guarantees
i s  imposs ib le  under  cur ren t
conditions, even a temporary ceasefire
in anticipation of the next war might
open a window for political changes,
deep reforms, and economic recovery
for Ukraine. Vitalii Dudin, co-founder
of the left-wing group Sotsialnyi Rukh,
concurred that there is a chance that
Russia’s  killing  machine  will  slow
down in the near future, while Ukraine
could  at  least  catch  its  breath  and
recover its strength if the war stops.
He  remains  sceptical,  however,  that
signing another  document  will  make
Moscow lay down its weapons. Such
reservations  seem  warranted,  given
that  the  Friendship  Treaty  between
Russia  and  Ukraine  signed  in  1997,
which included mutual obligations to
non-aggression  and  respect  for
territorial  integrity,  did  not  prevent
Russia from invading 17 years later,
and then again in 2022.

The elephant in the room is the fate of
the parts of the Donetsk region that
Ukraine  still  controls.  As  Putin
underlined in a recent speech given in
Bishkek,  “Ukrainian  troops  must
withdraw  from  the  territories  they

hold, and then the fighting will cease.
If  they  don’t  leave,  then  we  shall
achieve  this  by  armed  means.”  For
Kyiv,  surrendering  cit ies  l ike
Kramatorsk  or  Sloviansk  without  a
fight  would  constitute  a  red  line.
Bilous warns that it would destabilize
Ukrainian  society  and  encourage
further Russian aggression. After all,
two  more  disputed  regions  would
remain.

Crisis and
Leverage
A number of factors affect Ukraine’s
negotiating position. For one, the war
narrows the space for public scrutiny
of  the  Ukrainian  government.
Therefore, as Dudin ponders, there is
doubt concerning the extent to which
current political figures have the right
to make such consequential decisions
for  the  country  in  this  moment  of
historic  significance.  Just  recently,  a
100-million-dollar  graft  scheme
revealed  at  the  state-owned  nuclear
power  company  Energoa tom
implicated  a  former  deputy  prime
minister  and  compelled  two  sitting
ministers to resign. This crisis came as
Russia’s  systematic  onslaught  has
reduced  Ukraine’s  energy  sector  to
operating at only one third of pre-war
capacity,  with  reconstruction  costs
estimated at 67.78 billion US dollars.
A  week  ago ,  am ids t  ongo ing
investigations,  anti-corruption
agencies  raided  the  home of  Andriy
Yermak, Zelensky’s chief of staff who
was  effectively  in  charge  of  peace
negotiations,  forcing  him  to  step
down.

While  76  percent  of  Ukrainians  are
eager to continue the fight even if the
US withdraws its support, the country
is  in  a  highly  vulnerable  position,
facing a 63-billion-dollar financing gap
for the upcoming fiscal years of 2026
and 2027. The EU, in turn, has yet to
find  a  way  to  issue  a  “reparations
loan” to Ukraine without dumping all
the risks on Belgium, prompting the
Chairman  of  the  Verkhovna  Rada’s
Committee on Finance, Taxation, and
Customs  Policy,  Danylo  Hetmantsev,
to  under l ine  that  there  i s  no
alternative  to  complying  with  IMF
demands  —  which,  as  usual,  are
austerity-coded.
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There  i s  a l so  another  k ind  o f
dependency.  Since  the  war  began,
annual in-kind military donations have
averaged over 40 billion dollars. The
issue here exceeds the need to raise
funds  for  purchasing  them  on  the
market.  Ukraine  remains  critically
dependent on the US: rocket artillery,
long-range  anti-aircraft  systems,
intelligence  sharing,  and  satellite
imagery are hard to  replace.  At  the
same time, even Ukraine’s celebrated
drone  industry  is  highly  reliant  on
Chinese  components,  with  nearly  97
percent of producers identifying China
as a primary source of imports.

Meanwhile,  war  fatigue  across
Ukrainian society  is  very real:  while
rejecting  the  Russian  terms,  74
percent  of  Ukrainians  now  consider
freezing the conflict along the line of
contact a success of varying degrees,
even if over half of them are convinced
that  Russia  will  resume  hostilities
sometime  in  the  future.  In  the
Ukrainian  armed  forces,  meanwhile,
over  183,000  AWOL  and  desertion
cases  were  registered  from  January
through October 2025 alone — more
than in all of 2022–2024 combined.

As much as Washington forcing Kyiv
into the deal  with Moscow is  unjust
and  morally  reprehensible,  it  is
unclear  whether  Ukraine  can
withstand  the  pressure  alone,  given

that Europe is unable to offer much
beyond comforting words.

Preparing for the
Worst, Fighting for
the Best
As Russia advances on the battlefield,
leaving devastation in  its  wake,  and
international  backing  becomes  more
critical  than  ever,  many  Ukrainians
struggle  to  understand  the  stance
adopted by the European Left. During
heated  debates  in  the  European
Parliament  last  month  on  the  peace
plan for Ukraine, the Left Group, with
the  exception  of  its  Nordic  MEPs,
abstained  or  voted  against  the
resolution. While none of them justify
the  invasion,  they  tend  to  focus  on
condemning  hawks,  emphasizing  the
security  concerns of  both sides,  and
blaming  Europe  for  sabotaging
diplomatic  efforts.

Nothing can guarantee forever peace
next to a wounded second-tier empire.
The role of the military, then, is not to
pursue war,  but  to  be  ready should
everything  else  fail.  While  Europe
already spends more on defence than
at  the  end  of  the  Cold  War,  it  is
unclear whether it is able to withstand
a possible Russian attack. Yet instead

o f  r a i s i n g  t h e  a l a r m  a b o u t
unpreparedness, the Left largely limits
itself to denouncing militarism even as
the aggressor continues its assault on
Europe’s doorstep. Not every country
may be directly threatened, but NATO
and the EU’s mutual defence clauses
— and, some would say, solidarity —
foster  obligations  that  transcend
national  borders.

The Ukrainian Left  does  not  believe
that  diplomacy  is  enough  to  ensure
the  end  of  the  war  or  exclude  its
recurrence.  They  are  therefore
unambiguous :  get t ing  to  any
meaningful  deal  requires  increasing
pressure  on  Russia.  Andrii  Movchan
warns  that,  otherwise,  “Ukraine  will
have  to  accept  even  worse  terms.”
Taras  Bilous  concludes  that  while  a
fair peace may no longer be possible,
“we must fight for the least unjust and
safest conditions that can realistically
be  achieved  today  so  that  the  war
doesn’t  restart  tomorrow”.  What
exactly these will be depends entirely
on  Ukraine’s  ability  to  survive,
recover,  and resist.  The stronger its
military capacity, economic resilience,
and international backing, the better
the settlement it can expect and the
longer it will last.

10 December 2025

Source: Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung.

Launch of the International Committee for
the Anti-Fascist and for the Sovereignty of
Peoples Conference
10 December 2025, by Collective

City  Councillor  Roberto  Robaina,
president of the PSOL in Porto Alegre
and one of  the event’s  coordinators,
opened  the  meeting  by  emphasising
the  importance  of  debating  anti-
fascism at  the  international  level  in
order to combat it. He explained that
the  first  stage  of  the  event  was
achieved  thanks  to  coordination
between  the  PSOL  and  the  PT,
followed by the incorporation of  the
PC do B and the decisive support of
social  organisations.  He  highlighted

the  participation  of  Cpers-Sindicato,
CUT and, in particular, the immediate
integration of  the Landless Workers’
Movement (MST) into the organising
committee,  which  ensured  that  the
process was part of the unity of the
left and the strength of the working-
class movements.

Roberto Robaina added that the World
Social  Forums,  organised  in  Porto
Alegre in the early 2000s, served as
inspirat ion  for  the  upcoming

conference.

’The forums were important moments
for bringing people together. They had
a  real  impact  on  the  political  and
international  situation.  So  we  also
drew inspiration  from this  objective,
but with a more concrete focus, based
on  the  need  to  fight  fascism,’  he
explained.  ’From the outset,  we had
an  initial  international  connection
thanks to Eric Toussaint’s initiatives,
and  as  a  result,  we  are  here  today
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thanks to the connection between the
local  committee  and  those  who  are
already here, those who were involved
in the international work. And I have
seen here that we have the conditions
to  organise  a  very  representative
international  conference  due  to  the
very  nature  of  the  meeting  we  are
organising,’ he concluded.

Affirming that it was a source of pride
for  the  city  to  once  again  host  a
debate of this magnitude – especially
after the country had been governed
by ’one of the world’s leading far-right
experiments’ – the president of the PT
in  Porto  Alegre,  Rodrigo  Dilélio,
presented  the  initial  proposal  of
around 10 themes developed by  the
local  committee for  consideration by
international collaborators.

● The far-right offensive around the
world:  causes,  consequences  and
challenges
● Solidarity between peoples and the
anti-imperialist struggle, which would
be the second theme
● Brazil  under the threat of the far
right and imperialism
●  Palestinian  resistance  to  Zionism
and genocide
●  Workers’  confrontation  with
neoliberalism  and  fascism
● The struggle against fascism in the
Americas
● The struggle for agrarian reform in
the context of climate change
●  Anti-racism,  feminism  and  civil
rights in the fight against fascism
●  Resistance,  coordination  and
democratic  alternatives
● General Assembly and adoption of
the Porto Alegre Charter

’I will conclude by saying that here in
Por to  A legre ,  and  in  var ious
organisations here in Brazil, there are
high  expectations  regarding  the
support  already  shown  by  many  of
you.  And  we  believe  that  we  will
organise a major event with a large
march  on  26  March.  We  will  work
hard to welcome you,’ added Dilélio.

Raul  Carrion,  ex-state  deputy  and
member of the International Relations
Secretariat of the PCdoB (Communist
Party of Brazil), presented some of the
73  entities  that  have  already  joined
the  conference  locally,  such  as  six
trade union federations, the MST, the
Confederation  of  Agricultural

Workers,  the  National  Confederation
of  Residents’  Associations,  the
National  Union  of  Students,  the
Brazi l ian  Union  of  Secondary
Students, the Brazilian Committee of
the  World  Social  Forum,  entities
fighting  for  women’s  emancipation,
anti-racist  entities,  and  intellectuals.
He  also  took  the  opportunity  to
comment  on  the  lines  of  action
proposed  for  approval  by  the
Internat ional  Committee:

“The basic themes are obviously not
set  in  s tone;  they  are  open  to
modification. But it must be said that
they  are  the  result  of  long  and
meticulous work,  dating back to the
event  planned  for  2024  and  the
subject  of  intense  discussion
throughout 2025, taking into account
the profound changes that have taken
place on the international scene. It is
also  important  to  mention  that,  in
addition to the round tables organised
around these central themes, there is
room  for  self-managed  round  tables
that  will  address  other  topics.  And
given that it is impossible for everyone
to participate in the round tables as
speakers, the idea is also to designate
discussants in advance, who will speak
briefly to give their opinions and ask
questions on the topics addressed.”

Raul  Carrion added:  the title  of  our
conference  expresses  the  conviction
that  i t  i s  imposs ib le  to  f igh t
fascism—which  arises  from  within
monopolistic  big  capital—without
fighting  imperialism,  and  vice  versa.

The  floor  was  then  given  to  Eric
Toussaint,  who  began  by  expressing
his  enthusiasm for  the  International
Anti-Fascist  Conference’s  ability  to
bring together diverse political forces
belonging  to  the  popular  camp,
including  parties,  social  movements,
trade unions,  farmers’  organisations,
feminist  organisations,  anti-racist
organisations,  lifelong  learning
assoc ia t ions  and  a l l  k inds  o f
movements  that  ’play  a  fundamental
role  if  we want  to  defeat  the  many
imperialist aggressions and the rise of
neo-fascism’.

’To  date,  we  can  already  say  that
activists and organisations from more
than  40  countries  have  confirmed
their  willingness  to  travel  to  Porto
Alegre  and  participate  in  today’s

meeting.  Currently  participating  in
this  online  meeting  are  comrades
living in Mexico,  where it  is  7 a.m.,
comrades  in  India,  where  it  is  6:30
p.m.,  comrades  in  the  Philippines,
where it  is 9 p.m.,  and comrades in
Australia,  where it  is  past  midnight.
We are covering all  continents here,
and there  is  something  new:  Africa.
We  have  significant  representation
from sub-Saharan  Africa  (Mali,  Côte
d’Ivoire,  Democratic  Republic  of
Congo,  Kenya,  South  Africa),  North
Africa and the Arab region. All of this
is extremely positive. It  allows us to
believe  that  we  are  really  going  to
take a step forward,’ he said.

As a contribution to the success of the
event,  Toussaint  mentioned  the
possibility of creating joint committees
to promote and mobilise support for
Porto Alegre in countries such as Italy,
France,  Mexico,  Puerto  Rico  and
Argentina,  in  order  to  publicise  the
conference as widely as possible and
send delegations. He added:

’And it is very important that, in this
next stage, you have the opportunity
to register proposals for self-managed
workshops that we will develop based
on the experience of the World Social
Forum  in  order  to  bring  all  the
proposals together. In some cases, it
will be necessary to propose merging
certain  activities,  i.e.  combining
activities  proposed  on  the  same
theme,  which  will  help  to  deepen
collaboration  between  organisations
from different continents.’

’Let us also remember that the next
edition of the World Social Forum will
take place in  Benin,  West  Africa,  in
August 2026, where we will be able to
present the results of the Porto Alegre
conference.’
Participation

At the end of the first  segment,  the
president of PSOL in Rio Grande do
Sul, Gabrielle Tolotti, recalled that the
idea  behind  the  meeting  was  to
formalise the international committee
and  proposed  a  new  meeting  date
before Christmas 2025. She then gave
the floor  to  the  participants  so  that
they could comment on what had been
proposed.

Nicoletta  Grieco,  from  the  Italian
trade  union  confederation  CGIL  and



the  International  Network  of  Anti-
Fascist Trade Unions, was the first to
speak .  In  her  s ta tement ,  she
expressed  her  gratitude  for  the
invitation and announced that she was
committed  to  both  the  International
Anti-Fascist  Conference  in  Porto
Alegre  and  an  international  event
against fascism in Buenos Aires, to be
held from 23 to 25 March 2026.

’I just want to let you know that we
will most likely not be able to attend
the conference from the first day, and
I  ask  you,  if  possible,  to  adjust  the
programme  slightly  so  that  we  can
organise  our  participation.  We  have
already expressed our willingness to
participate,  but  we have  two events
that  coincide  almost  exactly,  and
t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  C G I L  a n d  t h e
International Network of Anti-Fascist
Trade Unions, we are very happy and
very  pleased  to  participate  in  this
conference,  and  we  thank  you  very
much,’ she said.

Socio-environmental  lawyer  Mauri
Cruz,  a  member  of  the  Brazilian
Collective of the World Social Forum,
emphasised  in  h is  speech  the
importance  of  coordination  with
’radically democratic’ left-wing parties
and the revival of the character and
importance of the World Social Forum
processes.

’We  believe  that  the  International
Anti-Fascist  Conference  plays  an
important role in rebuilding dialogue
between  the  movements  and
processes  of  the  Forum  and  our
internationalist,  anti-capitalist  and
anti-fascist  struggle.  We  are  very
motivated  by  this  process.  As  Eric
said, I  think we are moving forward
with great motivation to organise an
event that marks a change in terms of
the  internationalist  rearticulation  we
need.  After  our  first  World  Social
Forums, we have not ly managed to
find  an  international  space  with  the
potential of the first ones. And we are
in this search. And I believe that our
event  can  contribute  to  this,’  he
commented.

Carles Viera, from the Candidatura de
Unidad  Popular  (CUP)  in  Catalonia,
stressed that holding the conference
’is not only timely and desirable, but
a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  a n d
indispensable’ .

’Our  commitment  is  therefore  to
participate very actively to the extent
of our capabilities, because we believe
that  capitalist  globalisation  has  led,
among  other  consequences,  to  a
process  of  globalisation  of  fascism.
Capitalism and fascism are becoming
increas ingly  mi l i tar ised  and
aggressive.  Palestine  is  an  extreme
and tragic  example  of  this  dynamic;
and most liberal democracies are not
moving  towards  democracy  and
socialism, but rather towards the far
right and fascism. In the face of this
phenomenon,  international,  global
unity  of  the  left  is  necessary  and
indispensable in order to confront this
process and reverse it. From our point
o f  v i e w ,  t h i s  m e a n s  a  b r o a d
international anti-fascist alliance that
is also, necessarily and logically, anti-
imperialist and anti-capitalist.  In this
sense, it seems to us, at least to me,
that the proposal shared here for the
organisation  of  this  forum  in  Porto
Alegre in March is very relevant. The
proposal for the event seems to me to
be well positioned and well targeted.
The  same  applies  to  the  proposed
programme, the lines of action and the
spirit that have been shared here in
order to participate and ensure that
this event is a success and marks the
way  forward  at  the  global  level  to
build this anti-fascist,  anti-imperialist
and anti-capitalist front,’ he urged.

Jorge  Escalante,  from  the  Súmate
current  of  the  Nuevo  Perú  party,
stressed that the conference was an
opportunity to put campaigns, actions
and various initiatives into practice so
that, together, we can block the very
dangerous  advance  of  fascism,  not
only in the world in general, but also
in  South  America,  and  he  gave  the
example  of  the  reality  of  his  own
country:

’It is important to explain why, beyond
the  economic,  social  and  political
crisis  we  are  experiencing  in  Peru,
other  factors  are  having  a  profound
impact on society, such as large-scale
corruption and growing insecurity in
Peruvian  society.  We  must  always
explain  the  authoritarianism  of  the
current Peruvian government and its
political  satellites.  We  must  fight
them. To fight them, we must wage a
broader struggle.  And it  is  precisely
this  struggle  that  will  slow  the
advance of neo-fascism. It is therefore

very important for us that it expands
and that other sectors join in.’

Amarildo,  from  the  Single  Workers’
Central (CUT), took advantage of his
speech to suggest broadening one of
the thematic areas of the International
Anti-Fascist Conference.

’Within  the  framework  of  ’The
w o r k e r s ’  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t
neoliberalism and fascism’, and given
the presence of numerous trade union
organisations here in Porto Alegre, we
could  also  address  the  trade  union
strategy for this struggle. This would
e n a b l e  u s ,  a s  t r a d e  u n i o n
organisations,  to  reflect  on  the  task
we  must  accomplish  within  the
framework  of  this  alliance;  this
international  front  that  we  must
organise  as  a  class,  but  as  a  class
organised  within  the  trade  union
movement. This is a suggestion we are
putt ing  forward,  and  we  have
discussed it with the Latin American
and European trade union centres in
particular,’ he said.

Similarly, Pablo Reimers, secretary of
the  international  section  of  the
Chilean  Communist  Party,  used  the
example  of  Chile  to  emphasise  that
fascism is  not  a  distant  idea,  but  a
terror knocking at our door:

’Indeed,  we  are  about  to  face,  to
contest,  in  a  decisive  manner,  an
election  against  the  son  of  an  SS
officer  in  Chile.  We  are  not  talking
about a subtle, ’rethought’ fascism, so
to speak, we are talking about the old
fascism that is knocking on our door,
and that  is  something  that  must  be
fought.  Our  enemies  have  built  an
international  network,  because  the
methods are the same, the structures
are the same, the rhetoric is the same,
and the perversion is the same. In this
context,  a  response  is  needed.  We
must  reorganise,  establish  links  and
define  the  role  we  wil l  play  in
geopolitics and in our local struggle.’

Isaac Rudnick, from the Libres del Sur
movement  in  Argentina,  announced
that  the  mobilisation  of  Argentine
organisations was progressing.

’We are already convening a meeting
in  Buenos  A i res  fo r  our  f i r s t
participation  in  the  conference  and
this, as in the case of this meeting, will



certainly be the first step in enabling
us  to  then  forge  links  with  other
organisations that have strengthened
our  par t i c ipa t ion .  Th is  i s  an
opportunity to strengthen unity, which
is now more necessary than ever, in
this context of the advance of the right
wing and the far right throughout the
world,  and particularly  in  Argentina.
As you know, we have one of the most
emblematic  governments  of  this  far
right, which is causing many problems
for the population. We will therefore
certainly  emerge  stronger  from  this
wave to continue the struggle we are
waging here,’ he said.

Comrade Sergio García, leader of the
Argent ine  Social ist  Workers’
Movement  (MST),  welcomed  the
growth  of  anti-fascist  movements
around the world,  particularly in his
own country: 24 March 2026 will mark
the 50th anniversary of the Argentine
military coup.

’This places us, not only on the day of
the mobilisation, but also in the two
months  leading  up  to  it,  in  a  very
exciting  political  campaign,  which
requires  a  lot  of  effort,  a  great
political  and  financial  effort,  in  the
face  of  the  far-right  government,  to
ensure  that  the  50th  anniversary  of
the coup is  a mass celebration.  And
we ,  a t  the  MST ,  have  made  a
c o m m i t m e n t  a s  p a r t  o f  o u r
participation. But, in any case, I would
also like to say that we will make an
ef fort  to  part ic ipate  with  the
delegation in your event in Brazil (…)
In the global context we are living in,
the need to join forces against the far
right,  against  fascism,  is  an  urgent
necessity,’ he said.

Ángel Vera, from Uruguay’s Party for
the Victory of the People (PVP), drew
attention  to  the  need  to  take  into
account the specific characteristics of
each country when creating unity to
fight fascism.

’It is not easy to talk about the Frente
A m p l i o  ( B r o a d  F r o n t )  w h e n
demanding  criteria  for  unity  within
this  permanent  and  continuous
diversity. Let’s say that the rise of the
far  right  in  Uruguay  is  also  an
expression  of  the  cris is  of  the
country’s dependent model, but also of
the Uruguayan idiosyncrasy. Conflicts
unfold in a different way, without the

violence  that  prevails  in  other
countries. It is clear that the defeat of
progressive  expectations  has  opened
up  a  hegemonic  vacuum,  which  the
dominant  bloc  has  filled  with  the
theme of security, establishing certain
forms of liberal authoritarianism, but
these have not occurred in the same
way,  with  the  same  intensity  and
violence as in other countries. There is
also  the  question  of  subjectivity,
because  authoritarian  neoliberal
subjectivity  is  also  the  product  of
s t r u c t u r a l  i s s u e s ,  s u c h  a s
precariousness,  community  division
and political disorientation, which also
exist within Uruguay’s broad front. It
is therefore undoubtedly necessary to
build  a  movement,  a  theory,  an
organisation,  with  a  horizon,  with  a
plan,’ he added.

Patr ic ia  Pol ,  a  member  of  the
International Committee of the World
Social  Forum  from  ATTAC  France,
pointed  out  that  although  her
country’s government is not officially
far-right, the country feels its weight
t h a n k s  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f
parliamentarians  from this  sector  in
the  Macron  government.  ATTAC
therefore believes that it is urgent to
reflect,  discuss  and  build  a  strong
social and internationalist movement:

’When Eric started talking about this
conference in Nepal in 2024, as part
of the World Social Forum, saying that
we needed to bring together political,
social,  citizen  and  trade  union
movements,  I  thought  that  yes,  this
was something very important. And in
Belém,  at  the  People’s  Summit,  we
also noticed this combination and this
very  important  energy.  It  seemed
essential  to  us  to  do  something
urgently  by  bringing  these  sectors
together. We would therefore also like
to  thank  the  whole  team  for  this
conference.’

The  participation  of  Jorgelina
Matusevicius,  national coordinator of
the  Vientos  del  Pueblo  movement,
brought  to  the  in ternat iona l
conference  a  direct  call  for  the
construction of collective responses to
the  global  advance  of  the  far  right.
She  s t res sed  the  u rgency  o f
strengthening  internationalist  spaces
capable  of  articulating  analyses,
strategies and concrete experiences of
struggle.

’For us,  it  is  essential  to strengthen
internationalist  spaces that allow for
the exchange of tools and experiences
in the struggle against the far right,
whose  global  articulation  is  already
directly  affecting  our  countries
politically,  socially  and  culturally.  In
Argentina,  this  offensive is  currently
taking the form of a labour counter-
reform  that  is  removing  rights  and
attempting to  discipline  the  working
class.  That  is  why  this  meeting  is
important not only for debating ideas,
but  a lso  for  shar ing  concrete
exper iences  o f  s t rugg le  and
mobilisation. The cultural dimension is
also  central ,  whether  through
commissions  or  artistic  events,  as  it
contr ibutes  to  t rans forming
s u b j e c t i v i t i e s  a n d  b u i l d i n g
alternat ives, ’  she  stressed.

The  intervention  by  Ylse  Rios,
representative of the Popular Socialist
Convergence  Party  of  Paraguay,
reinforced  the  urgency  of  the
international conference in the face of
the advance of the right wing in her
country  and  the  intensification  of
capitalism’s  offensives  against  the
Latin  American  peoples.

’I would like to thank you for including
us in this space. For us, members of
Socialist Convergence, this conference
is urgent given the situation we are
experiencing in Paraguay, where the
right  wing is  advancing and we are
struggling to confront it. We are very
happy to participate and help build the
March  event.  We  know  that,  in
isolation,  we  feel  the  blows  of
capitalism even more, which affects all
countries  and  continues  to  promote
the  genocide  of  our  indigenous
peoples. That is why this meeting is so
necessary.  I  affirm  that  we  will  be
present as much as possible.’

The  president  of  the  PSOL  of  Rio
Grande  do  Sul,  Gabrielle  Tolotti,
closed  the  meeting,  which  she
considered very fruitful, and called on
her comrades for the next stage of the
work:

’We have established the creation of
the  International  Committee  of  the
Anti-Fascist  Conference  for  the
Sovereignty  of  Peoples.  We  propose
that the next meeting take place on
Monday 15 December,  16 December
or 17 December. We will consult with



the  participants  to  see  what  suits
everyone.  But  I  think  we  had  an
excellent  meeting  and  that  we  will

continue  to  fight,  comrades.  Thank
y o u  a l l  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  y o u r
part ic ipat ion. ’

1 December 2025

Source: 1 Conferência Antifascista.

GenZ 212 movement in Morocco
9 December 2025, by Ismail Manouzi

In what context did the Generation
Z 212 [1] movement emerge?

The context was characterized by high
social  tension,  stemming  from  the
accumulation  of  popular  discontent.
The  country  has  exper ienced
unprecedented  inflation  for  the  past
four  years,  but  anger  has  remained
dormant, failing to erupt into the kind
of  protests  seen  in  2006-2007,  with
the  emergence  of  coordinating
committees  against  the  high  cost  of
living.  Not forgetting,  of  course,  the
deterioration  of  public  services,
particularly education and healthcare,
and  the  spread  of  unemployment,
following decades of strict adherence
to  the  directives  of  the  World  Bank
and the International Monetary Fund.
Overall,  since the crackdown on the
Hirak  Rif  movement  in  2017,  the
situation  has  been  characterized  by
the  suppression  of  opportunities  for
protest  and  freedom  of  expression,
with strict censorship and the arrest
of  bloggers  and  journalists.  Popular
resistance thus took the form, in 2018,
of  a  boycott  campaign targeting the
products of several large companies,
in protest against rising prices. Among
these companies was the oil company
owned by the current Prime Minister,
one  of  the  country’s  wealthiest
capitalists,  whose  net  worth  is
estimated  at  US$2  bil l ion.  The
movement  of  popular  struggle  min
disadvantaged  regions,  which
emerged  in  the  second  half  of  the
1990s and reached its peak in Sidi Ifni
in 2005-2008 and in the Rif region in
2016-2017, has lost momentum.

A  movement  of  popular  struggle
emerged after the earthquake in the
Haouz  region  (in  September  2023),
but it was repressed and some of its

leaders  were  imprisoned.  Given  the
impact  of  climate  change,  many
regions  now  face  shortages  of
dr ink ing  water ,  l ead ing  to  a
resurgence of protests, particularly in
rural areas, but these struggles have
not  been  coordinated  due  to  the
weakness of leftist forces.

It was then that the Hirak movement
in Figuig (November 2023) emerged,
in  response  to  a  measure  aimed  at
privatizing  water  services.  The
country  has  experienced  sectoral
struggles  led  by  young  people,
particularly those of medical students
and teachers (often contract workers)
and workers in the health sector…

Then came this year’s wave of popular
struggles,  beginning  with  the  Aït
Bouguemez march last July, a two-day
trek between the mountains and the
city  of  Azilal,  demanding  social
improvements:  education, healthcare,
the right to build rural housing, and
an end to road and digital  isolation.
This  victorious  march  marked  the
start of a wave of similar marches in
the  region.  Simultaneously,  other
regions  exper ienced  popular
demonstrations due to the shortage of
d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  ( M o r o c c o  i s
experiencing  an  unprecedented
drought that has lasted for 10 years),
as well as a popular movement in the
city of  Taounate ,  protesting against
the  widespread  deterioration  of  the
soc ia l  s i tuat ion .  F ina l ly ,  the
Generation  Z  movement  emerged
following a demonstration in front of
the  Agadir  Regional  Hospital  on
September 14, 2025, after the deaths
of  eight  women  in  the  hospital’s
maternity  ward.  Due  to  prolonged
austerity  in  healthcare  spending,
public hospitals are in such a state of
disrepair that they no longer meet the
minimum needs of citizens . This is a
deliberate  policy  aimed  at  diverting
citizens from the public sector to the
private sector, which has been given

free  rein  and has  seen considerable
growth,  expanding  from  clinics  to
large  healthcare  complexes.  The
demonstration  in  Agadir  resonated
widely on the national level, especially
since  it  was  repressed,  and  that
allowed  many  victims  of  the  public
healthcare system to speak out about
their tragic situation.

Less than two weeks after the spark in
Agadir,  the  Generation  Z  movement
protest began on September 27, 2025.

That’s the context of the GenZ 212
movement from the perspective of
popular  social  struggle.  What
about  the  working-class  context?

The  Generation  Z  212  movement
began its struggle three days after the
entry  in to  force  o f  a  law  that
effectively outlawed workers’ strikes.
The adoption of this law represents a
historic  defeat  for  the  Moroccan
workers’ movement and demonstrates
its  extreme  weakness,  which  has
rendered  its  influence  on  young
people  engaged  in  the  struggle
virtually  non-existent.  Due  to  the
dominance  of  pol i t ical  forces
advocating  social  peace  within  the
workers’  movement,  defeats  have
followed one after another under the
pretext of "social partnership," which
involves  the  state  integrating  union
leaders into all plans aimed at eroding
social gains.

Starting  with  what  was  called  the
National  Charter  for  Education  and
Training,  a neoliberal  charter (1999)
that paved the way for the destruction
of  the  public  education  service  in
favour  of  capital  invested  in  the
sector. There was also a restructuring
of social protection (health insurance
and pensions) according to the same
neoliberal logic, and the modification
of  labour  law  towards  greater  job
insecurity  and  the  elimination  of
historical  gains,  as  well  as  the

https://antifas2026.org/en/launch-of-the-international-committee-foranti-fascist-conference-and-for-the-sovereignty-of-peoples-to-be-held-in-porto-alegre-from-26-to-29-march-2026/
https://internationalviewpoint.org/GenZ-212-movement-in-Morocco
https://internationalviewpoint.org/_Ismail-Manouzi_


application of workforce management
methods specific to the private sector
in  the  public  sector  (temporary
contracts,  increased  exploitation,
etc.).

Added to  this  is  the  inability  of  the
workers’  movement  to  oppose
creeping  privatization,  the  policy  of
h igh  rates  o f  unemployment ,
widespread  job  insecurity,  and  the
repression  of  union  freedoms.  Thus,
Moroccan law still contains provisions
tha t  c r im ina l i ze  s t r i kes  ( an
"obstruction of the freedom to work")
and prohibit strikes by civil servants (a
law  dating  from  1958),  as  well  as
forbidding  strikes  by  workers
involving  requisitioning  of  their
workplaces.  The  policies  of  union
bureaucracies have weakened unions
and eroded their credibility, leading to
workers’  anger  being  expressed
through sectoral  coordinating bodies
that  have  further  fragmented  and
disintegrated the union landscape.

Of  course,  workers’  resistance
continues  as  a  last  line  of  defence
(fighting  against  layoffs,  defending
un ion  r i gh t s ,  e t c . ) ,  bu t  i t  i s
fragmented,  lacking  a  unif ied
programme  of  struggle  or  a  clear
political horizon. The biggest struggle
in this context was the three-month-
long  strike  by  education  workers
(2023-2024) to repel the attack aimed
at  imposing  a  statute  that  would
destroy  hard-won  gains  and  impose
difficult  working  conditions.  This
movement  was  characterized  by  the
emergence of new coordinating bodies
that mobilized teachers, including the
rank and file of  the unions,  most of
which had supported the Ministry of
Education’s  plan.  The  movement
achieved  a  partial  victory,  with  the
state abandoning certain provisions of
the  statute  and  granting  a  salary
increase unprecedented in the sector’s
history,  exceeding  that  obtained
during  the  February  20,  2011
movement. However, this increase did
not fully satisfy teachers, as inflation
limited its impact. But the absence of
a union left prevented the structuring
of the base of the movement, as well
as  the  extension  of  the  strike  to  at
least  two major  sectors  of  the state
which  were  in  turmoil  at  the  time:
local authorities (90,000 employees )
and  health  (80,000  employees  ),  an
extension  which  could  have  opened

the way to a general strike giving the
union  movement  renewed  dynamism
and new perspectives.

Instead, union leaders continued their
policy of collaboration with the state
by  accepting  the  adoption  of  a  law
that  eliminates  the  right  to  strike,
while  feigning  opposition.  They  also
agreed to continue the reform of the
pension  system,  following  an  initial
reform in 2016 (raising the retirement
age for civil servants to 63, reducing
pensions, and increasing the amount
of payroll  deductions).  Finally,  union
leaders agreed to modify labour law in
the direction of greater flexibility and
job insecurity.

These  fundamental  setbacks  have
aggravated  the  crisis  of  the  trade
union movement and caused it to lose
all respect in the eyes of the working
class.

The Moroccan trade union movement
was  therefore  completely  taken  by
surprise by the GenZ 212 movement,
while it is in a state of organizational
weakness and under the domination of
leaders who collaborate with the state,
wh ich  makes  i t  i ncapab le  o f
supporting  the  struggle  of  young
people  and  responding  to  it  as
required by the duty to struggle.

The  position  of  union  leaders,  some
guided  by  reformist  or  reactionary
religious  opposition  parties,  while
others are directly subordinate to the
palace, is not new: the same approach
was followed during the February 20,
2011  movement,  and  it  intensified
after  the  revolution  that  began  in
Syria turned into a civil war. At that
time,  they  emphasized  safeguarding
stability  and social  peace,  exceeding
the state’s expectations in this regard.
This was confirmed in the face of the
Hirak  movement  in  the  Rif  and  the
entire  wave  of  popular  struggle  in
n e g l e c t e d  r e g i o n s .  U n i o n
bureaucracies  systematically  avoid
any  convergence  between  workers’
and popular struggles, in the name of
social peace and maintaining stability.

We are therefore far from the example
of Madagascar, where the Generation
Z  movement  coordinated  via  the
Internet  with  the  unions  to  call  for
national strikes.

What  is  the  social  base  of  the
Generation Z 212 movement, what
are  its  demands and what  forms
does its struggle take?

In the background, there is the social
catastrophe  that  the  Covid-19
pandemic brought to the forefront of
the  political  and media  scene:  more
than 4.5 million families  need social
assistance, hundreds of thousands of
jobs  have  been  lost  due  to  the
pandemic  and  successive  droughts,
public  services  (especially  health)
have deteriorated due to decades of
austerity and support for the private
sector, etc.

The GenZ 212 movement, due to the
dynamics  linked  to  its  creation  and
operation,  is  a  movement  of  young,
highly  qualified  digital  activists,
graduates  of  the  education  system,
who are confronted with the reality of
the  labour  market,  characterized  by
high  unemployment  rates  and  great
job insecurity.

The unemployment rate for 15-24 year
o lds  ( the  l a rges t  segment  o f
Generation Z) reaches 35.8 per cent,
and 47 per cent in urban areas. Most
jobs  offered  to  young  people  are
extremely precarious, with fixed-term
contracts  becoming  the  norm
following  the  widespread  use  of
temporary  work  and  employment
agencies.  The  sectors  employing
young people  are  also  characterized
by  overexploitation,  as  evidenced  in
particular  by  the  security  sector
(120,000  employees),  call  centres
(130,000), and electrical wiring for the
automotive industry.

Initially,  the  movement’s  demands
were  of  a  general  social  character,
lacking precision and a direct political
dimension. The movement adopted the
slogan "We don’t want the World Cup,
health  first,"  widely  disseminated by
the Agadir protest on September 14,
and  it  demanded  reform  of  the
education  and  health  sectors,
improved  living  conditions,  and  the
fight against corruption.

The  demand  for  the  government’s
removal  appeared  on  October  3,
expressing illusions about a superficial
change that would not touch the core
of neoliberal policy and would only be
a false political outcome undermining



t he  s t rugg le  dynamic  o f  t he
Generation Z 212 movement, like the
renewal of the superficial government
during  the  February  20,  2011
movement,  which had contributed to
extinguishing that movement.

After  s ix  days  of  protests,  the
movement  clarified  its  demands,
addressed directly to the king by a list
of eight demands: the dismissal of Aziz
Akhannouch’s  government  for  failing
to  protect  the  purchasing  power  of
Moroccans ; the launch of an impartial
judicial process to combat corruption;
the  dissolution  of  political  parties
impl icated  in  corrupt ion;  the
implementation  of  the  principle  of
equality  and  non-discrimination,
guaranteeing  equal  opportunities  for
young people in health, education, and
employment, free from patronage and
nepotism;  the  strengthening  of
freedom of expression and the right to
political  dissent;  and freedom for all
deta inees  l inked  to  peacefu l
demonstrations;  the  release  of  all
prisoners of conscience , participants
in  popular  uprisings  and  student
movements;  the  organization  of  a
national public accountability session
under the auspices of the king.

This  document  was  followed  by
another,  published  on  October  10th
and  entitled  "List  of  Demands  of
Moroccan Youth: For the Activation of
the  Constitutional  Contract  and  the
Realization  of  the  Ambitions  of  the
New Development Model." As its title
indicates,  it  draws  on  the  state’s
discourse,  beginning  with  the  2011
Constitution, rejected by the February
20th  Movement  and  the  entire
political  opposition,  and  the  "new
development  model,"  governed  by  a
purely  neoliberal  logic.  Even  if  the
demands  contained  some  illusions,
they reflected a very broad dynamic of
politicization  among  young  people,
long considered to be disinterested in
polit ics.  This  dynamic  quickly
shattered some of these illusions after
the great hopes that the Generation Z
212  movement  had  placed  in  the
king’s  personal  intervention.  Hopes
that  the  king  disappointed  in  his
opening speech to the parliamentary
session on October 10th.

Compared  to  the  February  20th
Movement of 2011, launched by young
people influenced by the revolutions in

Tunisia and Egypt, the Generation Z
212  movement  operates  at  a  lower
political level. The two main slogans of
the  February  20th  Movement  were:
“Freedom, dignity, and social justice”
and  “The  people  want  the  fall  of
tyranny  and  corruption.”  The  young
people of GenZ212 retained the first
slogan and half of the second, without
calling  for  the  fall  of  tyranny.  The
February  20th  Movement  envisioned
replacing  despotic  power  with  a
parliamentary  monarchy  where  the
king  would  reign  but  not  rule.  A
statement  from  the  GenZ  212
movement,  released  on  Discord  on
September 18, clarified that the group
"clearly affirms that it is not against
the monarchy or against the king, but
on  the  contrary,  considers  the
monarchy  as  an  element  of  stability
and continuity of Morocco" and that it
demands "radical reform and positive
change  within  the  state  and  its
institutions, so that priority is given to
education,  health,  employment  and
the fight  against  corruption,  so  that
Moroccan citizens can live in dignity
and social justice."

The forms of protest employed by the
Generation Z 212 movement consist of
street demonstrations, some of which
have turned into marches, which have
been met with repression and resulted
in arrests from the very first day. A
major factor fragilizing the movement
has been the involvement of the most
oppressed  groups  of  young  people.
These are the young people from the
impoverished margins of society, the
unemployed, victims of the education
system, and victims of the spread of
drugs  and  violence.  The  towns  of
Lqliaa and Aït  Amira ,  in  the Souss
plain,  have  experienced  the  most
significant  acts  of  vandalism  and
arson,  and  the  equipment  and
premises of  the security forces have
been  targeted  by  masked  youths.
These  cities  are  working-class
neighbourhoods,  home  to  young
people  from  all  over  the  country
seeking  employment  in  the  Souss
plain, which concentrates the majority
of the agricultural workforce (70,000
to 100,000) on large capitalist farms,
most of whose produce is destined for
export. These young people, victims of
the  violence  of  an  authoritarian
capitalist  system  and  its  repressive
apparatus  (105,000  prisoners  in
Morocco, half of whom are under 30),

responded  to  state  violence  with
predictable  vengeful  violence  that
reached  its  peak  on  the  fifth  day,
October 1st . Undoubtedly, the nature
of the Generation Z movement, whose
organization  on  Discord  contrasts
sharply  with  its  organization  on  the
ground,  fuelled  the  outbreak  of
violence,  unlike  the  demonstrations
organized  in  rural  areas  and  those
organized by the workers’ movement.

After  these  acts  of  violence,  from
which  the  Generation  Z  movement
distanced itself, it began to precisely
determine the location and duration of
its  demonstrations  in  order  to  avoid
the  intervention  of  hooded  youths,
w h i c h  l e d  t o  a  d e c r e a s e  i n
participation in the demonstrations, a
sign that this phase of the movement
was coming to an end.

What was the regime’s reaction?

Pro-regime  media  attacked  the
Generation Z 212 movement with the
usual accusations that it was directed
from abroad and had objectives hostile
to  the  regime.  Marches  and  rallies
were  violently  dispersed,  and
numerous  arrests  were  made.  The
Moroccan  Association  for  Human
Rights  documented  approximately
1,000  arrests,  many  of  whom  have
since been released. By mid-October,
272  people,  including  36  minors,
remained in detention, while 221 had
been  released  on  bail.  Sentences  to
prison terms and fines continue to be
handed down.

In a speech delivered on October 10th,
the king stated that "job creation for
y o u n g  p e o p l e  a n d  c o n c r e t e
improvements  in  the  education  and
health sectors" were priorities, but he
did not mention the youth protests or
the measures the government would
take to achieve these goals.

Then came the communiqué from the
royal palace after the meeting of the
Council  of  Ministers (chaired by the
king) on October 19, 2025 on the draft
finance law for the year 2026, which
attempted  to  highlight  the  social
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  b u d g e t  b y
emphasizing the priority given to the
creation of jobs for young people and
to increasing the budgets of the health
and national education sectors.



The announcement made in this press
release  will  have  an  immediate
calming effect,  but its weakness will
quickly  become  apparent  given  the
scale of the population’s social needs
and  expectations,  while  the  same
general policies persist. Similarly, the
Minister  of  Health  announced
measures and funding for the Agadir
regional hospital  in the aftermath of
the  September  14th  demonstration,
which  proved  far  below  what  was
needed. This is to be expected as long
as there is no radical overhaul of the
socially  destructive  neoliberal
capitalist  policies.  Such  an  overhaul
requires  a  relationship  of  forces
favourable  to  the  working  class,  in
which  the  GenZ212  movement  has
played  a  significant  role,  but  which
still  remains  far  from achieving this
goal.

What  will  be  the  impact  of  the
Generation  Z  212  movement  on
the  workers’  movement  and  left-
wing forces?

The main characteristic of GenZ 212 is
the politicization of a large segment of
youth  after  decades  of  sectoral
struggles,  the  most  significant  of
which  was  that  of  unemployed
university  graduates.  This  latter
movement structured youth struggles
for over twenty years and disappeared
after  the  state  replaced  direct
recruitment  with  competit ive
examinations.  Instead  of  fighting
together,  young  people  were  pitted
against each other. The country also
experienced  struggles  by  young
teachers, the most important of which
w a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  T e a c h e r s ’
Coordination,  organising  contract
workers,  which  shook  the  education
sector for six years.

Higher  education  has  experienced
fragmented  struggles,  particularly  in
institutes and higher schools, the most
important  of  which  was  that  of
students in faculties of medicine and
pharmacy,  which  lasted  11  months
(December 2023-November 2024).

The unifying nature of the Generation
Z  212  movement  and  its  demands,
which concern the working class as a
whole, make it a significant step in the
evolution  of  youth  consciousness.

Furthermore,  the  confrontation  with
state  repression  and  the  shift  from
social to political demands—including
the removal of the head of government
and  the  disappointment  sparked  by
the  king’s  speech  on  October  10th,
2025—represent  a  move  towards
greater  political  clarity.  This  has
manifested  itself  in  the  political
debates  organized  by  the  movement
on  the  Discord  platform,  with  the
participation  of  political  actors,  all
from  the  left  and  supporters  of  a
parliamentary  monarchy  that  strips
the king of his absolute powers.

There is no doubt that the influence of
the movement, which has temporarily
receded  under  the  we ight  o f
repression  and  promises  from  the
government,  will  extend  to  young
workers,  who are  also  active  in  the
digital space, to all young people from
the working classes, as well as to the
base of the trade union movement.

Will  young  people  find  their  way
toward forms of self-organization that
structure their movement outside the
virtual world? Will they evolve toward
a  radical,  comprehensive  political
perspective? This will depend on the
w o r k e r s ’  m o v e m e n t  a n d  i t s
involvement in sectors that employ a
large number of young people, as well
as on the emergence within it of a left-
wing  pole  that  defends  the  real
interests of the working class with a
vision that offers an alternative social
project.  It  will  also depend on what
left-wing forces do. As usual, some of
these  forces  are  content  to  express
their  solidarity  with  social  struggles
from afar, call  on leaders to reform,
and  wait  for  elections,  while  their
grassroots activists play a significant
role  in  numerous  popular  struggles
and in everyday union resistance. As
for the radical left, most of it is called
upon to review its tactics, whether in
union work, where it refuses to defend
an  alternative  line  to  that  of  the
bureaucracy,  aligning  itself  with  the
latter in exchange for positions in the
apparatus, or in the course of electoral
political life, where it adopts a sterile
abstentionist position.

The politicization of Generation Z and
t h e  r a p i d  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e i r

consciousness represent a major shift
in the Moroccan political landscape, a
landscape  rich  in  possibilities  that
opens up unprecedented opportunities
for  left-wing  forces.  For  over  forty
years,  young  people  have  been
radicalizing in a reactionary fashion,
strengthening  Islamist  forces,  which
has practically turned the page on the
Marxist  youth  radicalization  that
characterized  the  1960s  and  70s.
Today,  we  are  facing  a  wave  of
politicization in a completely different
context, due to the profound erosion
of  class  consciousness  following  the
defeats of the workers’ movement and
national  liberation  movements,  but
this  is  not,  however,  an  Islamist
politicization.

Since young people took to the streets
on September 27, 2025, the conditions
for building a broad anti-capitalist left
have  improved,  based  on  the  social
demands  at  the  heart  of  youth
struggles—the same demands as those
of  workers’  resistance  and  popular
resistance in rural  areas.  Everything
depends on how we act, drawing on
events  as  they  unfold.  Politics  is
nothing other than the art  of  acting
appropr iate ly  in  response  to
circumstances.

Globally, the youth uprisings in many
Asian countries and in Madagascar, as
well as the global solidarity movement
with Palestine,  of  which the general
strike in Italy was a qualitative step,
have  had  positive  effects,  to  which
must be added, at the regional level,
the general and global strike that took
place  in  the  Tunisian  province  of
Gabès on Tuesday, October 21, 2025.
There is great hope that internal and
external developments will combine to
give new impetus to the workers’ and
popular struggle in Morocco.

4 November 2025

Published  in  French  in  Inprecor,
issue 739, December 2025.

Footnotes
[1]  212  is  the  international
telephone  country  code  for
Morocco.
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Trump Intensified Racist Attack on
Immigrants—and the Resistance
8 December 2025, by Dan La Botz

Since the violent armed attack by an
Afghan  immigrant  on  two  National
Guard members in Washington,  D.C.
on November 26 that killed one and
severely  wounded  the  other,  Trump
has  d ramat i ca l l y  res t r i c ted
immigration, threatened to revoke the
status of legal immigrants, and called
for  Immigrat ion  and  Customs
Enforcement  to  carry  out  intensified
arrests  and  deportations.  These
measures,  driven  by  his  racist
attitudes  and  political  strategy,  are
overturning  historic  American
immigration policies and the country’s
political culture.

Trump  has  declared  a  “permanent
pause”  on  immigration  from  “Third
World Countries.” He also ordered a
halt  to  asylum  decisions  and  said
every would-be asylee will be vetted to
the  “maximum degree  possible.”  He
also stated that all Biden era grants of
asylum  will  be  reexamined.  He  has
stopped all immigration requests and
visas  from Afghans.  He has  ordered
“full scale, rigorous reexamination” of
all green cards issued to people from
19  "countries  of  concern,”  among
those Afghanistan,  Cuba,  Haiti,  Iran,
and  Somal ia .  Green  cards  are
documents  that  grant  permanent
residency, the right to live and work
indefinitely,  and  apply  for  U.S.
citizenship. He has also called for the
“denaturalization”  (stripping  of  U.S.

citizenship)  and rapid deportation of
people deemed to be security risks or
those  who  are  “non-compatible  with
Western civilization.”

A l l  o f  th is  ha l ts  much  o f  U.S .
immigration and represents not only a
legal  reversal  of  U.S.  immigration
po l i t i c s  bu t  a l so  a  p ro found
transformation of U.S. political culture
that for decades generally welcomed
immigrants and saw immigration as a
foundation  of  American  society.  The
words  from  the  poem  “The  New
Colossus” by poet Emma Lazarus that
are  inscribed  on  the  Statue  of
Liberty—"Give  me  your  tired,  your
poor, your huddled masses yearning to
breathe  free.”—have  now  effectively
been erased by Trump.

At the same time, Trump unleashed a
rac i s t  t i rade  aga ins t  Somal i
immigrants in Minnesota. Fleeing civil
war, Somalis began immigration to the
area in the 1990s and there are now
about  100,000  living  there.  Trump
cal led  them  “garbage, . . . they
“contributed nothing.” He specifically
mentioned  Congresswoman  Ilhan
Omar, a Somali immigrant, saying she
was garbage.  “I  don’t  want  them in
the country,” he said. ICE then sent
100 federal agents to Minneapolis-St.
Paul  area  to  round  up  and  deport
immigrants  The  irony  is  that  90
percent  of  Somalis  there are native-
born  or  naturalized  U.S.  citizens,

while  hundreds  hold  other  forms  of
legal status.

Meanwhile, Trump continues to send
ICE  agents  to  cities  and  states
governed by Democrats: Los Angeles,
Chicago, New Orleans, Charlotte, and
Washington,  D.C.  and  most  recently
Minneapolis and St. Paul. Everywhere
ICE  agents  appear,  local  residents
organize to support immigrants and to
resist ICE.

In New York City recently when about
50  ICE agents  arrived  at  a  parking
facility  in  Chinatown,  locals  made a
few phone calls and soon 200 people
arrived  to  block  the  building  and
prevent  them from leaving  to  make
arrests. Los Angeles and Chicago have
well  developed  local  networks  that
organize  the  resistance.  Matthew
Hunter,  a  longtime LA activist  says,
“But  we  need  to  build  permanent
structures of struggle to outlast this.”
And they are. He and others have built
a “rapid response network” to respond
to  ICE  raids  in  L.A.  In  Chicago,
activists  have  distributed  120,000
loud, shrill whistles, accompanied by a
pamphlet  explaining how to  use  the
whistles  to  alert  neighbors  to  ICE
raids.

Trump  is  pushing  down  on  us,  but
everywhere we are pushing back.

7 December 2025

Support the struggle of the Valeo workers in
Poland
7 December 2025, by Collective

Valeo is a major company in Poland,
employing  7,000  people.  It  is  the
world’s  11th  largest  automotive
supplier, and one of France’s leading
companies in the sector.

Respect begins with pay
The  movement  was  organised  by
‘August 80’, a combative trade union
formed  from  a  split  in  Solidarność
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(which is now totally aligned with the
employers’  positions).  A  referendum,
mandatory  under  current  legislation,
resulted  in  over  90%  in  favour  of
strike  action.  The  demands  include
pay rises of 1,000 zlotys (235 euros).
But the strike, which had been in the
pipeline for  several  months,  brought
to  light  the  deplorable  working
conditions  and  the  contempt  shown
towards  the  workers  by  the  factory
hierarchy.

‘Respect begins with pay’, the slogan
inscribed  on  a  banner  outside  the
factory entrance, illustrates what lies
at the root of the strike. "People faint
from the  heat  at  the  machines,  and
you have  to  ask  for  a  break.  We’re
monitored all the time, even when we
go to the toilet; time is measured with
a stopwatch in our hands. It’s a labour
camp, not a modern factory" - reports
one of the production workers.

A ‘ceasefire’ until
8 December
Valeo used the full arsenal of strike-
breakers against the strikers: calling
in  private  militia  companies,  using
temporary workers forced to work 12
hours  a  day ,  bypass ing  p lant

entrances  blocked  by  strikers,  using
helicopters  to  transport  parts,
threatening  redundancies  and
physically  assaulting  strikers.  And
let’s  not  forget  the  blackmail  of
relocation  from  Poland  to  Romania,
proving that relocation is not a one-
way street and is part of the logic of
employers’ all-against-all competition.

The  Valeo  workers  received  support
both  from  other  neighbouring
companies  and  from  the  local
population, who brought firewood and
hot drinks, which were very useful for
picketing in the November frosts.

Against  this  backdrop,  Valeo’s
management was forced to accept the
opening  of  negotiations,  which  they
had been refused for several months.
In  response,  the  August  80  union
announced  the  suspension  of  the
strike - not the end of the conflict - but
a  ‘ceasefire’,  as  it  put  it,  until  8
December.

In Paris, solidarity
with the Valeo
Poland workers
The struggle continues. Contacts have
been  made  with  trade  unions  in

France. SUD Industrie, CGT Valeo and
FO Valeo have lent their support. As
decided several days ago, the workers
at  Valeo  Poland  are  going  to  make
direct  representat ions  to  the
management  of  this  French  global
group headquartered in Paris. Around
thirty of them are coming to Paris on
Wednesday 26 November to take part
in a militant rally outside the group’s
head office.

At a time of rising nationalism with a
nauseating undertone, both in France
and  in  Poland,  there  is  no  better
antidote than this concrete solidarity
across borders against the same boss.
But  we  need  to  understand  that,
against  the  prevailing  winds,  such
s o l i d a r i t y  d o e s  n o t  a r i s e
spontaneously,  but  is  only  made
possible  here  in  France  by  activists
who keep internationalist demands at
the heart of the workers’ movement.

A big salute to the Valeo workers in
Poland  and  their  union  August  80:
their struggle continues.

They can and must win!

27 November 2025

Translated  by  International
Viewpoint from l’Anticapitaliste.

COP 30: entrenching the crisis of climate
politics
6 December 2025, by Brian Ashley

The gap between official international
climate policy and the lived reality of a
warming world has never been wider.
In Belém, that gap became a chasm.

The world is heading towards roughly
2.8°C of warming by the end of the
century.  This  is  not  a  scenario
compatible with human dignity — or
even, for many, with life itself. Rising
seas,  extreme  heat,  drought,  and
flooding  are  eroding  food  security,
displacing  communities,  and  driving
inequality  to  historic  heights.  The
economic  costs  of  climate  disasters
are skyrocketing,  but  the social  and
human costs are immeasurable: lives

lost, livelihoods shattered, ecosystems
irreversibly damaged.

These worsening crises play out in a
world shaped by neoliberal  austerity
and  debt  dependency.  Countries
battling climate shocks are forced to
cut  social  spending,  privatise  public
goods,  and  surrender  sovereignty  to
creditors.  Governments  continue
pouring billions into militaries,  fossil
fuel subsidies, and the enrichment of
corporate elites. The current political
economy  accelerates  both  warming
and war.

The growing
irrelevance of the
COP
COP30  offered  no  mechanisms  for
enforcement,  no  firm deadlines,  and
no clear  pathways  to  keep warming
below  1.5°C.  Nor  did  it  include  a
fossil-fuel  phase-out;  oil-producing
nations blocked binding language, and
the  final  deal  focused  on  voluntary
road maps instead. What it did offer
was an expanded space for corporate
actors,  carbon  traders,  and  mining
interests  seeking  to  greenwash
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extractivist  projects.

What is staring society in the face —
and what too few scientists are willing
to acknowledge — is that the climate-
crisis  regime  cannot  be  separated
from the logic of capitalism. So-called
“green transitions”  simply  open new
arenas  for  profit  while  remaining
embedded in the same global system
of  accumulation.  Renewable  energy
may  be  expanding,  but  it  does  not
replace fossil fuels; it merely adds to
an  energy  expansion  rather  than
driving  a  real  transition.

Climate  summits  have  become  a
“safety valve” for capital.  They offer
the illusion of  action,  while allowing
the  core  exploitative  relations  to
c o n t i n u e .  F o r  w o r k e r s  a n d
communities already suffering climate
breakdown, it is indisputable that the
COP has failed them.

The Just
Transition heist
COP  30  adopted  the  Belem  Action

Mechan i sm  for  a  G loba l  Jus t
Transition  (BAM)  —a  proposed  new
institutional  arrangement  under  the
UNFCCC  designed  to  address  the
current fragmentation and inadequacy
of global just transition efforts. Trade
unionists and workers should have no
illusions about this mechanism. It has
no  finances  or  concrete  plans  to
protect  workers  and  communities
af fected  by  energy  and  other
decarbonising initiatives. There are no
resources for a re-industrialisation in
harmony with the protection of nature.
So  workers  and  other  vulnerable
sectors  will  simply  be  left  behind.
Words and policies in COP statements
are a dime a dozen. Reality is harsher.

Why mass
movements matter
— and why
institutions don’t
I f  COP30  canno t  de l i ve r  the
mechanisms  for  decarbonisation  or
social protection, then the hope must
lie in movements of people: workers,

peasants,  indigenous people,  women,
youth, and the urban poor. Outside of
a  global  mass  movement  rooted  in
national realities, the necessary steps
to confront the climate crisis will not
occur. Yet such a movement cannot be
bui l t  i f  i t  fa i l s  to  address  the
immediate  needs  of  the  working
classes  and  the  poor.  The  fight  for
climate  protection  and  ecological
justice must therefore begin with the
fight for life itself — for clean water,
decent  housing,  jobs,  food,  and
security  against  the  elements.

Right-wing  climate  denialists  exploit
the desperation of the poor to drive a
wedge between ordinary  people  and
cl imate  act ion .  They  present
environmentalism  as  a  threat  to
livelihoods  rather  than  the  path  to
survival.  To  win  the  majority,  our
movement  must  link  ecological
transformation with social justice. We
must  demand  the  redistribution  of
wealth  and  power  away  from  the
billionaire class, big tech, and ruling
elites  who  plunder  the  planet  for
profit.

Amandla 25 November

Trump’s looming ‘Forever War’: Hands off
Latin America and Venezuela!
5 December 2025, by United Left Platform

The present moment is exceptionally
dangerous for the nations and peoples
o f  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  –  a n d  f o r
communities across the United States.
The  actions  of  the  U.S.  government
put us all at risk.

U.S. aircraft on practice bombing run
off Venezuela. (Photo: U.S. Air Force)
While the Trump regime’s murderous
bombing  of  smal l  boats  in  the
Caribbean  and  Pacific  Ocean  are
world-class crimes in their own right,
they  are  not  happening  in  isolation.
They  openly  signal  Trump’s  and  his
administration’s intention to wage war
on Venezuela, in order to install a pro-
U.S. puppet regime in that country –
or to compel the existing government
to surrender Venezuela’s oil resources
to U.S. corporate exploitation.

The pretext for the boat bombings is a
transparent  lie.  Venezuela  does  not
produce fentanyl, which is responsible
for most U.S. drug-related deaths, and
less than 10% of the illegal drugs that
enter the U.S. go through Venezuela.
These  murders  are  not  about
“stopping  narco-terrorism,”  they’re
about  displaying  imperial  power  to
assassinate  at  will  without  even  the
appearance of arrest or trial.

They’re  also  intimately  connected to
the same contempt for judicial process
or  “rule  of  law”  happening  in  U.S.
cities  and  towns,  where  masked
terrorist gangs called Immigration and
Customs  Enforcement  (ICE)  snatch
and disappear people off the streets,
work  sites,  stores  and  day  care
centers  in  immigrant  communities,

treating  their  people  as  subhumans
without rights or recourse.

The  racism  of  this  campaign  is
undisguised.  At  the  same  time  that
Trump  is  assaulting  Venezuelan
asylum seekers and reducing refugee
admissions  to  zero  for  2026,  he’s
making an exception  to  bring  seven
thousand  white  Afrikaners  into  the
USA on the absurd pretense of “white
genocide” in South Africa.

The big, beautiful resistance rising up
against ICE raids in our communities
needs  to  be  jo ined  by  ant iwar
mobilizations to stop Trump’s assault
on  Venezuela  and  Latin  America.
Trump ran  for  president  deceptively
promising  his  MAGA  base  that  he
would end the United States’ “forever
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wars.”  In  off ice,  he’s  not  only
continued  a  Israeli-U.S.  genocide  in
Gaza, he’s now pursuing a course that
would  produce  continental  chaos  in
Latin America.

The  Trump  gang’s  goal  is  not  only
crushing whatever hopes remain from
the  ear l y  2000s  “Bo l i va r i an
Revolution.”  It  aims  to  isolate
Colombia’s  moderately  progressive
government,  strengthen  Trump’s
alliance with  the far-right  regime of
Argentina, and embolden the military
forces  hoping  to  restore  neo-fascist
rule  in  Brazil  under  Trump’s  friend
Jair Bolsonaro.

The Maduro government in Venezuela
is  repressive and unpopular.  Despite
its  claims,  it  does  not  sustain  a
social ist  economy.  We  are  not
supporters of this regime. Along with
the  crippling  criminal  sanctions
imposed  by  U.S.  imperialism  on
Venezuela,  Maduro  shares  some

responsibility  for  the  catastrophic
economic situation and social calamity
which  has  dr iven  mi l l i ons  o f
Venezuelans to leave the country.

Any  regime  change  imposed  by
imperialism  would  only  worsen  this
catastrophe.  We demand “Hands Off
Venezuela,” “End All U.S. Sanctions,”
and we speak out in solidarity with the
people of Venezuela and their right to
national  sovereignty and to organize
for democratic rights in their country.

We understand that for the militarist-
neocon wing of  the Republican cult,
notably  Trump’s  Secretary  of  State
and National Security Advisor Marco
Rubio,  Venezuela  is  an initial  target
toward the longtime fantasy of regime
change  in  Cuba,  to  complete  the
restorat ion  of  U.S.  capita l ist
hegemony  in  Lat in  America.

How  far  wil l  any  of  this  go?  In
essence, as far as Trump and the far
right  are  allowed  before  popular

resistance  stops  them.  Only  mass
mobilization of antiwar action in the
form of  protests,  strikes,  and  direct
action  can  stop  the  imperial  war
machine  and  Trump’s  illegal  and
unconstitutional  ICE  terror  and
monstrous  deportations.

These  are  not  separate  struggles.
Blowing  up  boats  in  Caribbean  and
Pacific waters is not a sideshow, but a
display  of  imperial-presidential
arrogance and impunity with appalling
implications  for  the  hemisphere  and
the  world.  We  call  on  all  social
movement and labor activists, unions,
community and your organizations in
the United States to oppose all  U.S.
aggressions against Venezuela, and be
ready to take the streets in mass to
defend the right of self-determination
of the Venezuelan people.

4 December 2025

Souce: Solidarity.

TotalEnergies must face up to its
responsibilities in Mozambique
4 December 2025, by Paul Martial

In the early 2010s, a huge gas field
was  discovered  off  the  coast  of  the
Cabo  Delgado  region  in  northern
Mozambique.  Several  multinationals,
including  TotalEnergies,  were
awarded  concessions  to  exploit  the
various  blocks.  The  operations  took
place  in  three  phases:  the  gas  was
extracted offshore and transported by
pipeline to the mainland, liquefied in
the  French  multinational’s  industrial
complex and then transported by ship
to customer countries.

Violence against
local communities
The  liquefaction  terminal  covers  an
area twice the size of the city of Paris.
Its construction led to the eviction of
more than 500 families. Thousands of
people have been left without homes
or  means  of  subsistence,  and  have
received derisory compensation.

These  evictions  are  taking  place
against  an  already  tense  backdrop.
The region is largely populated by the
Mwani and Makua communities, who
have  been  marginalised  by  central
government since independence.  For
them,  the  gas  project  represents  a
plundering of their resources, with no
positive spin-offs.

In  this  climate  of  frustration  and
exclusion,  a  Salafist  insurgency
emerged in 2017, marked by the first
attacks.  These  fighters,  affiliated  to
the  Islamic  State,  briefly  seized  the
port city of Mocímboa da Praia.

Complicity in war
crimes
The French multinational is known for
its ability to conclude agreements with
the  most  authoritarian  regimes  in
order to exploit the mineral resources

of developing countries with complete
peace of mind. In 2020, TotalEnergies
signed a partnership agreement with
the Mozambican army. The company
undertook  to  finance  the  Joint  Task
Force  (JTF).  A  bonus  was  to  be
awarded  to  soldiers  who  respected
human rights.

A few months later, complaints from
the local  population began to mount
against the JTF, which was accused of
mistreatment.  Internal  documents
show that TotalEnergies was aware of
the situation, but took no significant
action,  apart  from  occasionally
cancelling  bonuses  for  certain
soldiers.

In  2021,  during a  jihadist  attack on
the town of Palma, located near the
gas complex, the inhabitants fled into
the bush. On their return, dozens of
men  were  arrested  by  the  JTF,
accused of being terrorists. Locked up
for several days in containers set up at
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the entrance to the TotalEnergies site,
some were tortured, others executed.

NGOs have filed a complaint against
the French company for complicity in
war  crimes,  torture  and  enforced

disappearances,  because  of  its
material  support  for  the  JTF.

This complaint illustrates once again
how the quest for profit can trample
human  rights  and  environmental

protection  in  one  fell  swoop.

4 December 2025

Translated  by  International
Viewpoint from l’Anticapitaliste.

Your Party exists! Now the hard work
begins…
3 December 2025, by Simon Hannah, Terry Conway

The road to the founding conference
was publicly torturous and displayed
some  of  the  worst  aspects  of  some
people on the left. Bickering over data
and  control ,  publ ic  spats  and
arguments,  brash  actions  clashing
with  ingrained  conservative  caution.
Certainly, the energy from the start of
August, when 800,000 people signed
up as supporters, had dissipated with
all the public rows over data control
and  money.  The  question  for  this
conference  was  whether  the  party
would  survive  and  even  turn  its
fortunes around.

Your  Par ty  he ld  i t s  found ing
conference  in  Liverpool  on  29-30
November.  Despite  the  problems,  a
new  left  socialist  and  working-class
party has been launched, and there is
a  crying  need  for  it.  This  article  is
about  the  events  at  the  conference,
which  was  a  mixed  affair,  but  ACR
remains  committed  to  building  an
ecosocialist  party,  and Your Party is
still  a  possible  way  to  make  that
happen.

The rise of Zack Polanski’s Greens has
also closed the space for another ‘left
party’, so another crucial question is
how Your Party can clearly stand out
as a socialist party that is not merely
electoralist.

Between the original launch/launches,
l itt le  happened  unti l  well  into
November, meaning that people were
only  asked  to  come  to  Liverpool
through this opaque and undemocratic
sortition  process  late  in  the  day  –
excluding  many  of  those  with  less
money, caring responsibilities, access
needs, and so on.

The  process  at  the  conference  was

also  unclear  until  the  event.  The
agenda  –  circulated  to  the  press
before  the  membership  –  was
dominated by platform speakers and
was  only  available  just  before  the
conference  started.  There  was  no
opportunity for the conference or the
membership  to  amend the  timetable
or promote particular motions on the
conference floor.

You can see which ‘motions’ got how
many  endorsements,  but  not  why
some made it  onto  the agenda,  and
others did not. No one knew how the
chairs  were  se lected  or  their
relationship  with  the  mysterious
standing  orders  committee,  which
never  reported.

There were some good changes before
the conference, as feedback from the
regional  assemblies  led  to  improved
‘evolved’  founding  documents.
Improved  focus  on  the  cl imate
emergency, redefining who can be a
member  to  include  non-UK  citizens
and  that  the  constitution/standing
orders committee can be amended by
a  s imple  major i ty  a t  the  next
conference,  before  raising  the
threshold  to  a  2/3rd  super  majority.

But  despite  all  this,  the  conference
was largely a success and showed that
there is  a serious left  in Your Party
that  defied  and  beat  the  unelected
bureaucrats running things behind the
scenes  on  several  key  issues.  Much
debate  needs  to  happen  in  local
groups and other fora about how to
build  on  the  successes  and  address
the weaknesses.

Witchhunt

There was an ominous mood the day

before  the  conference  as  messages
filtered through that SWP leaders had
been expelled for being ‘members of a
national political party’. This was one
o f  t h e  r u l e s  i n  t h e  ‘ i n t e r i m
constitution’  which  was  foisted  on
potential  members.  When John Rees
from  Counterfire  queried  Jeremy
Corbyn about it, Corbyn replied that it
probably  only  referred  to  registered
(therefore  potentially  rival)  political
parties.

Nevertheless,  on  the  eve  of  the
conference,  SWP  leaders  were
expelled  en  bloc,  including  Alex
Callinicos, who wasn’t even a member
of  YP.  Then  on  Saturday  morning,
Counterfire’s  Michael  Lavalette,
elected as an independent councillor
in  Preston,  was  excluded  from
conference too, as was James Giles, an
independent councillor from Kingston
who chaired Sultana’s Friday rally.

There was clearly a fear that the SWP
and  Counterfire  –  as  part  of  the
Socialist  Unity  Platform  –  would
submit  an emergency motion calling
for  the  election  of  a  collective
leadership  at  the  conference.  A
rumour  had  circulated  that  people
might ‘storm the stage’ – which was
not a real thing but was used as an
excuse to ban people.

Because of these manoeuvres,  Zarah
Sultana’s eve of conference rally was
electric.  A  packed  room,  hearing  a
range of speakers with a strong class-
struggle  message.  By  comparison,
Corbyn’s  rally  was downgraded to a
‘cultural  event’  featuring  poetry,
which  had  far  fewer  people  in
attendance.

Conference begins
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The Conference itself on day one was
a  stage-managed  affair.  Attempts  to
challenge standing orders were shut
down  (the  live  feed  was  cut,  which
added  to  the  Orwellian  vibes).  The
‘ r o a d  m a p ’  d e b a t e s  w e r e
simultaneously extensive – “should the
new party  be based on the working
class?” – but also superficial. How can
you debate  the nature  of  class  in  a
serious way at a conference with very
little time?

That  the  party  being  socialist  and
working class was even a debate point
was ridiculous. The balance between
platform  speakers  and  ordinary
members  was  heavily  tilted  to  the
former.  That  the  political  statement
could not be amended apart from the
‘road  map’  pre-determined  debates
was  poor  and  clearly  politically
motivated.  As  was the fact  that  you
could  not  debate  or  amend  the
Standing  Orders  for  the  conference.
This  was  undemocratic  and  short-
sighted.

Due to expulsions and exclusions, the
debate  over  dual  membership
dominated  the  day,  which  was  a
shame given everything else going on
in the world. The two options were not
great, but Option A, which allows the
CEC to ‘white list’  organisations you
can be in and still be a member of YP,
was better.

The  mood  on  Saturday,  after  the
conference ended, was generally not
positive.  However,  the  results
announced  in  the  morning  for  the
day’s  votes  showed  that  the  left’s
recommendations  had  an  impact.  In
particular,  the  support  for  collective
leadership  was  seen  as  forward-
looking rather than nostalgic, and the
vote against the ban on dual carding
was  seen  as  a  victory  against  the
witch-hunt.

Many  people  had  been  angry  that
Zarah  refused  to  speak  until  after
lunch on Sunday, but in practice, this
was  the  perfect  timing.  Partly  it
allowed her to celebrate the success
mentioned above, but also to intervene
in a live debate.

At this point, members were asked to
vote  on  both  the  political  statement
and the constitution, as amended the
previous day.  If  these votes had not

passed,  there  would  be  no  agreed
basis for moving forward. Despite this,
several  groups  argued  for  rejecting
the constitution. There was a rumour
that the Corbyn camp was discussing
this, but we saw no evidence – though
we did see one person who could be
defined as a Corbyn loyalist argue that
position and back down when called
out.  Zarah made absolutely clear,  to
loud applause, that she was asking for
endorsement.

In  the  end,  both  the  po l i t ica l
statement  and the  constitution  were
passed overwhelmingly.  At  the same
time, there were other frustrations on
the conference floor. One was that a
high proportion of those speaking on
Sunday had done so before – or more
than  once.  That  felt  unfair  –  and
definitely weighted towards organised
groups despite the witchhunt.

Another was that there was no way to
weigh debates by their importance or
contention, so some seemed ritualistic,
with  no  way  to  move  to  the  vote
earlier,  while others were rushed or
undermined by the fact that we were
having  to  choose  between  two  poor
options  rather  than a  multiplicity  of
nuanced ones.

The third was that some debates did
not  make  it  to  the  conference.  We
were relieved in some ways that the
argument  that  Your  Party  should
organise in the North of Ireland did
not  reach  the  conference  floor  –  to
prioritise  that  would  have  been bad
news, and to agree to it would be a
colonial disaster. Conversely, the fact
that  trans  rights  were  debated  and
received overwhelming support in the
hall was excellent.

But disabled people, while mentioned
by several  top table  speakers,  faced
practical exclusion from a process that
tokenised them by asking if they had
access needs and not responding as to
whether these could be met.  Having
signers is great – but failing to remind
delegates to stop shouting because it
blocks closed captions is not. Having
no debate as to how Your Party can
meet the needs of disabled people is
not acceptable.

The other major topic excluded from
debate  was  done  in  an  even  more
grotesque manner – that of a worker’s

wage.  This  had  been  selected  for
endorsement at the beginning of the
weekend and was suddenly removed
for  what  seemed  like  nebulous
reasons,  leaving everyone to assume
objections  were  coming  from  those
who would be most impacted.

Votes and names

Then there was the damp squib of the
decision on the name. Most people we
spoke  to  were  unhappy  with  the
limited choice and unconvinced by the
argument  that  these  were  the  only
options  the  Electoral  Commission
allowed.  There  was  no  transparent
report about what had been excluded
and why. And many felt that the label
was  not  the  most  critical  question,
although more than 10,000 voted in
this poll.  This,  alongside the vote to
make the party explicitly socialist and
to  incorporate  support  for  trans
liberation, was one of the three votes
with the most participants.

On the members portal, you can see a
bar chart showing the percentage of
voters for each option, along with the
absolute  number  for  the  winning
option.  The  first  thing  is  that  the
percentage participating is low – the
portal  on  the  constitution,  for
example,  states:  ‘Only  active  full
members with verified identities could
vote  on  this.  The  total  number  of
members  that  fit  these  criteria  was
22266’.  So,  of  the more than 55000
members who signed up, less than half
are  ‘verified’.  There  is  no  way  of
knowing  what  percentage  of  that  is
because they are demoralised by the
infighting,  deterred  by  the  tech  or
excluded in other ways.

The  votes  that  came  in  on  Monday
from  Sunday’s  debates  were  more
mixed for the left and represent the
confused debates that took place. The
pos i t ive  resu l t ,  fo l lowing  an
impressive speech from Liz Wheatley
from Camden UNISON and the SWP,
was on incorporating anti-oppression
principles – understood as particularly
meaning trans liberation, certainly by
anyone  in  the  room  or  on  the
livestream. The support for the right
to  recall  branch  officers  was  also
good,  as  was  the  proposal  for  an
explicitly,  if  vague,  anti-austerity
stance  by  candidates  in  the  May
elections.



However, the end result was that the
online votes agreed to enshrine online
voting at the branch and conference
level. No doubt some people did this
for reasons of inclusion. Online voting
is atomised and carried out by people
who might not have heard any of the
conference  debates.  The  votes  can
also be subject to manipulation, with
prominent  social  media  personalities
calling on people to vote in particular
ways,  with  no  account  taken  of  the
mood of conference delegates.

Having  online  votes  on  conference
decisions  also  undermines  the  basis
for attending the conference. For us,
inclusion means that meetings should
be  hybrid  and  held  in  accessible
venues. It means there needs to be a
conscious  effort  to  elect  inclusive
de lega t i ons  and  t o  t ake  fu l l
reportbacks.  Collective  discussion  is
key to  the mass working-class  party
that we need to build.

In a situation where the organisation
is  just  being  created,  where  there
have not been assemblies in all areas
or  meetings  called  at  very  short
notice,  where  adverts  for  meetings
have  not  been  sent  to  all  paying
members and where there have been
sectarian carve-ups in some localities,
that is not everyone’s experience.

So  the  conference  decided  that  the
next  one  should  combine  elected
delegates with some sortition and that
‘local policy initiation is determined by
online  voting  systems,  open  year-
round for local member engagement’
and  ‘Motions  to  conference  are
selected by an all  year round voting
system’.  The  total  of  these  votes  is
confused, confusing and, whatever the
intentions  of  those  promoting  them,
ultimately undemocratic.

So this is where the work begins. The
task  is  to  build  inclusive,  accessible

democratic branches where everyone
has  an  opportunity  to  participate.
Campaigning around elections  needs
to  be  combined with  involvement  in
communities,  local  campaigns,  and
trade  unions.  National  and  regional
structures  and  caucuses  of  the
oppressed should be developed on the
same principles. Big opportunities to
go  forward,  huge  responsibilities  as
well.
Your Party will be made or broken by
how it turns out to the broader world
and  becomes  a  useful  party  in  the
class struggle. It has to reach out to
provide alternatives to austerity, to all
forms  of  discrimination  and  to
imperialism  and  to  argue  for  a
socialist  society.  If  it  stays  stuck  in
internal wranglings, it will wither and
become a rump organisation.
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Surce: Anti*Capitalist Resistance.

Relentless dismantling of the public
education service in Greece
2 December 2025, by Andreas Sartzekis

Against  a  backdrop  of  insufficient
budget,  there  is  a  lack  of  teachers
everywhere,  and  many  premises  are
not renovated and are dangerous: last
week,  a  ceiling  fell  on  students  in
Euboea.

Attacks of all
kinds
For  some  time  now,  right-wing
propaganda has  been trying  to  hide
the real responsibilities by launching a
veritable  national  smear  campaign
against teachers, portraying them as
lazy and uninterested in students!

This  odious  campaign  is  explained,
among other things, by the fact that
the  profession  has  for  several  years
refused  a  so-called  evaluation
procedure,  which  aims  to  exclude
teachers  who  re fuse  t o  tu rn
themselves  into  l itt le  soldiers
executing  orders.

Linked to this "deprofessionalization"
project  is  the  new  high  school
programme:  national  exams  every
year, with rote learning and additional
evening  classes  in  small,  expensive
private tutoring centres…

Blatant repression
The repression has recently taken on a
dimension  reminiscent,  for  some,  of
the  country’s  darkest  periods.
Repression  against  teachers’  unions
(around  2,500  administrat ive
prosecutions!)  and  against  student
unions.

University  surveillance,  with  certain
presidents at the forefront, like that of
the Polytechnic University of Athens:
cameras,  ban on displays  (a  student
has just been sentenced to 14 months
in prison for a pro-Palestinian slogan
on a wall of the university).

And  intense  police  violence  against
demonstrations by school-aged youth,

such as  recently  where  parents  and
their young children were tear-gassed
in front of the Athens rectorate, where
they  were  protesting  against  the
common practice of merging classes.

At the Polytechnic again, the president
called the police to evacuate a student
general  assembly  in  support  of  the
mobilization  against  the  13-hour
workday law! Result: fifteen students
were arrested, and the cessation of all
prosecutions  is  one  of  the  main
current demands.

And,  as  a  symbol  of  this  Trump-like
policy,  a  plan  to  exclude  "eternal
s tudents"  i s  be ing  prepared.
"Eternals," meaning first and foremost
students who also have a full-time job
and  often  need  additional  years  to
complete  their  studies:  285,000
students  could  be  victims  of  this
unprecedented  measure  of  social
se lect ion ,  which  the  s tudent
movement  obviously  rejects .
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Mobilization
against the
dismantling of
public services
Against this relentless dismantling of

public  services  and  against  social
se lect ion,  the  batt le  is  be ing
organized:  following  the  successful
mobilization of the National Education
system on November 6 in some forty
cities,  the  commemoration  of  the
massacre of the Polytechnic students
on  November  17 ,  1973 ,  i s  an
important  step.  Already,  at  the

Polytechnic, there is a mass of people
of  of  all  ages  amidst  the union and
political  stands,  in  a  resounding
response  to  Mitsotakis  and  his
henchmen!

November 20, 2025.

Translated  by  International
Viewpoint from l’Anticapitaliste.

Violence and Death at Home and Abroad
1 December 2025, by Dan La Botz

Trump said of the shooter, “He went
cuckoo,  he  went  nuts.  And  that
happens, happens too often with these
people.” Well, who are “these people”?
How did Lakanwal lose his mind? The
U.S. war against Afghanistan began in
2001 when Lakanwal  was five years
old,  when he reached adulthood,  he
joined a “Zero Unit” run by the U.S.
Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA).
These  units  have been described by
d ip lomats  and  human  r igh t s
organizations as “death squads” that
carried out extrajudicial killings.

When the war ended in 2021 with the
victory  of  the  Tal iban  and  the
withdrawal  of  U.S.  troops,  tens  of
thousands  of  Afghans,  including
Lakanwal and his family, were given
refuge in the United States. He settled
in  Bellingham,  Washington.  His
wartime  experiences  murdering
people  for  the  CIA  in  his  homeland
evidently left him with post-traumatic
stress disorder and one day he lost his
mind,  traveled  3,000  miles  to
Washington,  D.C.,  walked  up  to  a
Guard unit,  and shot Beckstrom and
Wolfe.

The CIA death squads drove Lakanwal
crazy, and it was Trump who as part of
his  campaign  against  Democratic
Party mayors sent the National Guard

to  Washington.  The  CIA  and  Trump
can  be  held  responsible  for  Sarah
Beckstrom’s death.

Now  in  the  Caribbean,  the  United
States  is  heading  into  another  war
that will  also have its CIA and Zero
Unit  death  squads,  leading  to  more
trauma  and  more  violence  not  only
abroad but here at home too. Trump
continues  murder  on  the  high  seas,
having blown up 22 boats and killed
83 people.  He claims that the boats
are  carrying  drugs  that  will  harm
Americans, which he says constitutes
a war on the U.S. and therefore give
him the right  to  wage war  on drug
smugglers. The Trump administration
has  offered  no  proof  that  the  boats
and  the  people  on  them  are  drug
dealers,  but  even if  it  did,  the  U.S.
government would have no right to kill
them.

The  Washington  Post  reports  that,
according  to  two  witnesses,  Pete
Hegseth, Secretary of Defense, gave a
verbal order during one attack. “The
order was to kill everybody.” When in
one  attack  two survivors  in  the  sea
clung  to  debris,  following  Hegseth’s
orders,  they  were  blown  to  bits.
Hegseth is a war criminal for ordering
the killing of unarmed civilians. This is

precisely  the  reason  that  six  U.S.
congresspeople,  all  with  military
backgrounds, recently posted a video
saying military personnel should and
must  refuse  illegal  orders.  Trump
called those legislators traitors.

The attacks on the boats form part of
Trump’s  growing  campaign  against
Venezuela that  could lead to war at
a n y  m o m e n t .  T h e  T r u m p
administration,  which  doesn’t
recognize  Venezuelan  President
Nicolás Maduro’s government, it  has
accused him of being the head of the
Cartel de Los Soles, a government-led
drug cartel, and it has offered a $50
million reward for Maduro’s capture.
Trump has sent a U.S. carrier group to
the  waters  off  Venezuela  and  has
15,000  troops  in  the  area.  He  also
announced the closing of Venezuelan
airspace  and  threatened  to  attack
Venezuela on land soon.

The  U.S.  war  against  Afghanistan
lasted twenty years and a war against
Venezuela could become a protracted
conflict  as well.  Trump and Hegseth
will  have  responsibility  not  only  for
the  war,  but  for  the  long  chain  of
events that follow, with more trauma
and more violence.
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