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Release Ali Wazir and Mohsin Dawar,
withdraw false police charges

31 May 2019

Ali  Wazir  and  Mohsin  Dawar  were
elected as  Members  of  the  National
Assembly  (MNA)  in  the  general
elections held in 2018. They are also
leaders  of  the  Pashtun  Defence
Movement/Pashtun Tahfuz Movement
(PTM), a mass social movement that
emerged two years ago.

The PTM demands an end to military
operations  in  the  region  bordering
Afghanistan. This region is inhabited
by  ethnic  Pashtuns.  Their  demands
have brought them in conflict with the
country’s  powerful  military.  For  the
last  two  months ,  the  mi l i tary
spokesperson  has  been  passing
threats to the PTM. Besides, the media
were publicly advised by the military
not to give any coverage to the PTM.

These  threats  and  media  black  out
translated into a tragic reality on 26
May. On the one hand, the peaceful
procession  was  fired  upon.  On  the
other,  media  unanimously  reported
that the PTM activists led by Ali Wazir
and Mohsin Dawar attacked a military
check  post  and  ensuing  violence
claimed the lives of three protestors
besides injuring three soldiers.

Ironically,  video  footage  –  filmed
through mobile phones – has emerged.
These  videos  clearly  show  that  Ali
Wazir and Mohsin Dawar were fired
upon from behind. While people were
falling to bullets, Ali Wazir, instead of

running to safety, went back to help
an injured comrade. As he approached
his comrade, near the checkpost,  he
was arrested by the military.

The next day, he was produced before
the  Anti -Terrorism-Court  and
remanded for  eight  days.  Meantime,
the entire opposition in the Parliament
has demanded his release. He suffers
from  diabetes  and  high  blood
pressure.

There  have  been  unconfirmed
allegations of torture as well.  In the
event, even if he is released for now,
his life remains threatened. Like the
rest  of  the  PTM leadership,  he  has
been  subjected  to  a  vicious  hate
propaganda. He is being portrayed by
the mainstream media and the military
as  a  foreign  agent,  a  traitor,  and a
terrorist.

Fact  of  the  matter  is ,  the  PTM
staunchly  believes  in  non-violence
while  16  members  of  Ali  Wazir’s
family,  including  his  siblings  and
father,  were  assassinated  by  the
Tal iban  owing  to  h is  fami ly ’s
opposition to the Taliban. He emerged
as  a  symbol  of  anti-Taliban struggle
before the rise of the PTM.

We urge you to sign this petition for
these democratic demands:

(1) The urgent release of Ali Wazir and

his PTM comrades

(2)  An  end  to  vilification  campaign
against the PTM leadership

(3) Withdrawal of fake police charges
under  anti  terrorist  laws against  Ali
Wazir and the PTM members.

- - - - -
To  sign,  use  the  ESSF  "contact"
form:

Put  your  name,  "title"  (function,
organisation) and country, mentioning
"solidarity withAli Wazir".

http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.p
hp?page=contact

First signatures:

Serge Aberdam, historian, France

Fernando  Acenio,  DireçÃ£o  SEPE,
Itaocara  Teachers  Union;  Richard
C lay ton ,  D i reçÃ£o  do  SEPE-
RJTeachers  Union;  Felipe  Duque,
DireçÃ£o do SEPE-RJ Teachers Union;
Armindo Lajes - DireçÃ£o do SEPE-RJ
Teachers  Union,  Rodrigo  Teixeira,
DireçÃ£o do SEPE-RJ Teachers Union;
ThaÃs  Coutinho,  DireçÃ£o do  SEPE,
Regional  III  Teachers  Union;  Telma
Luzemi, DireçÃ£o do SEPE, Regional
III  Teachers  Union;  Rose  Pinto,
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DireçÃ£o  SEPE,  Petrópolis  Teachers
U n i o n ;  M a r a  C o t i n h o ,  S E P E
PorciÃºncula Teachers Union; Juliana
Santos,  SEPE  Valença  Teachers
Union;  Valdir  Vicente,  SEPE  Nova
Iguaçu Teachers  Union;  JoÃ£o Silva,
SEPE  Cabo  Frio  Teachers  Union;
Brazil

Gilbert  Achcar,  Professor,  SOAS
University  of  London,  Britain

Ricardo AcuÃ±a and Marcela MiÃ±o,
Board  of  Directors  of  the  CTA
Autónoma  of  San  Migue,  Argentina

Abdul  Moiz  Aftab,  Department  of
Molecular  Biology  and  Genetics,
Bilkent  University,  Ankara,  Turkey

RocÃo Agüero, delegate of the Sports
Department of the UNLA, Argentina

Wanderleia  Aguiar,  coordenaçÃ£o
Emancipar RJ Net of Popular School;
Yure  Marx,  Coordenador  geral  do
Emancipa  Pádua/Itaocara  Net  of
Popular  School;  Juliano  Teixeira,
coordenaçÃ£o  Emancipar  RJ.  Net  of
Popular School, Brazil

Manuel Aguilar Mora, Liga de Unidad
Socialista (LUS), Mexico

Umair  Ahmad,  Youth  for  Human
Rights,  Pakistan

Saeed Ahmed,  Pakistan Trade Union
Defense Campaign, Pakistan

SofÃa  Ahun,  Secretary  of  the  UTS,
Argentina

Badrul  Alam,  Communist  Party  of
Bangladesh-ML(CPBML), Bangladesh

Greg  Albo,  Associate  Professor,
Department of Political Science, York
University, Canada

Aabida  Ali,  Awami  Workers  Party,
Pakistan

Farman  Ali,  Secretary  Information,
Awami Workers Party, Pakistan

Karamat  Ali,  Secretary,  National
Labour  Council,  Pakistan

Sohnia Karamat Ali, Montreal, Quebec

Raja  M.  Al i  Saleem,  Associate
Professor,  Forman Christian College,
Lahore, Pakistan

Wolfgang  Alles,  Trade  unionist  (IG
Metall), Mannheim, Germany

Alejandra  Almada,  Secretary  of  the
Student  Center,  Mauricio  Ruisoto,
Sociology  Council  member,  Federico
Quintana,  Communication  Council
member, Lorella Morselli, Social Work
Counsil  member,  UJS-PO,  Faculty  of
Social Sciences (UBA), Argentina

Jorge  Almagro,  activist  MOTOARG,
Argentina

Yamile  Almeida,  ATE  Ministry  of
Social Development of the Province of
Buenos Aires Local Board, Argentina

Guillermo  Almeyra,  periodista  y  ex
profesor  universitario,  Mexico-
Agentina

Aymen Aloui, Member of the Assembly
of the Representatives of the People
(Parliament), Tunisia

MartÃn Ã lvarez, Board of Directors of
SUTEP,  Union  of  Workers  of  Public
Spectacles, Córdoba, Argentina

Victor Amarilla, Socialist Convergence
(La Verdad), Buenos Aires, Argentina

Alia  Amirali,  Awami  Workers  Party,
Pakistan

Amar  Amroussia,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Erick  Andrade,  Nathalie  Drumond,
Giulia  Tadini,  PSOL  BrasÃlia  DF,
Brazil

Anna  Angus,  Kilusang  Maraliat  sa
Kanayunan  (Kilos  Ka),  Mindanao,
Philippines

Gilvandro  Antunes,  Julio  CÃ¢mara,
Bernardo  Correa,  Camila  Goulart,
AntÃ´nio  Neto,  Gabi  Tolotti,  Marcus
Vianna, PSOL Porto Alegre RS, Brazil

Roger  AragÃ£o,  Professor  da
Unifesspa,  Brazi l

Tamires Arantes, PSOL SÃ£o José dos
Campos SP, Brazil

Virgilio  Arauz,  leader  of  Propuesta
Socialista, Panama

Felixberto Arazo, Chairperson, KILOS
KA Lanao, Mindanao, Philippines

Valerio  Arcary,  Resistencia/PSOL,
Brazil

Hüsnü Arkan, musician, Turkey

Cinzia Arruzza, Professor New School
New York, USA

Shahzad  Arshad,  Revolutionary
Socialist  Movement,  Pakistan

Saleha  Athar,  Member  federal
committee,  Awami  Workers  Party,
Pakistan

Gilbert  Auguis,  Chairperson,  LMK  -
ZamPen, Mindanao, Philippines

Chafik Ayadi, Member of the Assembly
of the Representatives of the People
(Parliament), Tunisia

Uraz  Aydin,  Indépendant  Journalist,
Yeniyol (IV. Internationale), Turkey

Lionel  Aymard,  militant  associatif,
syndical  et  politique,  France

Mishael Hyat Ayub, student/journalist,
Pakistan

Ellahi  Bakhsh  Baloch,  Development
Practitioner  and  Human  Rights
Activist,  Pakistan

Abulcair  Balindong,  Chairperson,
MindanaOne  Peoples’  Movement
(MindanaOne),  Peace,  Human Rights
and  National  Minori ty  Rights
Advocate, Mindanao, Philippines

E r n e s t o  B a r b a n t e ,  L i g a  n g
Makabagong  Kabataan  (League  of
Alternative  Youth),  Mindanao,
Philippines

Camila  Barbosa,  Pedro  Maia,  JÃºlio
Pontes, Danilo Prisco, Tatiane Ribeiro,
PSOL Natal RN, Brazil

Tarek  Barrak ,  Member  o f  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Pawe? Bartolik, journalist, translator,
Poland

Joao  Batista  Araujo  â€˜Babá’,  City
council  member  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  y
and  leader  of  the  Socialist  Workers
Tendency of the Socialism and Freedm
Party (CST-PSOL), Brazil

Zain  Baweja,  Student,  University  of
Oxford, Oxford/Pakistan



Christiane  Baysse,  La  Riposte,
Quincey,  France

Bronwen  Beechey,  Fightback,
Australia/New  Zealand

Mondher Bel Hadj Ali, Member of the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Abdelmoumen Belanes, Member of the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Haykel  Belgacem,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Pierre  Bellenger,  Fonctionnaire
retraité  de  la  Vi l le  de  Paris  et
syndicaliste CGT, France

Olmedo Beluche,  Polo  Ciudadano de
Panamá, Panama

Ibrahim Ben  SÃ¢ad,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

RaÃºl  Benavidez,  General  Delegate,
Maximiliano Bares, Aeronáutico Local
Board, Eva Perón, Local Board, Marta
GarcÃa,  del  Quemado  Local  Board,
ATE Hospital, Argentina

Yigit Bener, writer, Turkey

Gregor  Benton,  Emeritus  Professor,
School  of  History,  Archaeology  and
Religion, Cardiff University, Wales, UK

Car los  Berna les ,  per iod is ta ,
Perspectivas  Anticapitalistas,  Partido
R e v o l u c i o n a r i o  d e  l a s  y  l o s
Trabajadores,  Peru

Olivier  Besancenot,  Spokesperson,
NPA,  France

Gérard Billy,  trade-unionist  (retired),
France

Miquel Blanch, union delegate of adult
education  schools,  member  of  the
CCOO union  tendency  of  Girona,  LI
member, Spain

HÃ¥kan  Blomqvist ,  Associate
Professor,  Suède

Sandra  Bloodworth,  co-editor  of
Marxist  Left  Review,  journal  of
Socialist  Alternative,  Australia

Anthony  Bobo,  member  of  the  NPA,

France

José Bodas, Secretary General of the
Oil  Workers’  Unitarian Federation of
Venezuela

Pascal Boissel, President of the Union
syndicale de la psychiatrie, France

SÃ¢mia Bomfim, Deputada Federal do
PSOL SP, Brazil

Juan Bonatto, Human Rights Secretary
of  the  AJB,  Buenos  Aires  Judicial
Association,  La  Plata  Department,
Argentina

Marc  Bonhomme,  Anticapitalist
activist from Québec solidaire, Quebec

Myriam  Boujbel,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Line Boulonne, for the libération of Ali
Wazeer and Mohsin Dawar, France

Peter  Boyle,  Socialist  Alliance,
Australia

Tom  Bramble,  Socialist  Alternative,
National  Tertiary  Education  Union
(Life  Member),  Australia

Johanna Brenner, Emeritus Professor,
Sociology Department, Portland State
University, Socialist-Feminist, USA

Rosa  Brodersen,  Carlos  Sacarelo,
MarÃa  RamÃrez  and  Yamila  Yafar,
De legates  o f  ATE  Educat ion ,
Argentina

Diego  Bruno,  AGD-FILO,  university
teacher, Argentina

Ricardo Bruno, ATE Delegate of CNEA
(National Atomic Energy Commission),
Argentina

Gul  Bukhari,  freelance  journalist,
columnist, and human rights activist,
U.K.

Marcelo  CalviÃ±o,  ATE  Ministry  of
Infrastructure Buenos Aires Province
Local Board, Argentina

Fernanda  Camargo,  Dirigente
PSOL/Curitiba  e  ex-candidata  Ã  co-
governadora, Brazil

David  Camfield,  Associate  Professor,
Labour  Stud ies  &  Soc io logy ,
University of Manitoba, Canada

Ivan Canoletto,  PSOL Guarulhos  SP,
Brazil

Orallo Carlos, Socialist Workers Party,
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Marcelo  Caro,  Andrea  Segovia  and
MartÃn Leyes, Delegates of SUTEBA
La Plata, Claudia Ghergo and Marcela
Castro,  Delegates of  SUTEBA Lomas
de Zamora, Germán Gómez, SUTEBA
Congress  Delegate  of  San  Isidro,
Marcelo Iommi,  Silvina Carbone and
Cristina  Santillán,  Delegates  of
SUTEBA Avellaneda, Liliana Mischoff,
Silvia  Puca  and  Gabriela  Golletti,
Delegates of SUTEBA LanÃºs, Patricia
RÃos, SUTEBA Congress Delegate of
La  Plata,  José  Alejandro  Zarauza,
Lionel  Rubén  Del  Horno,  Mariana
Aranda,  Evelina  Naveira,  Mónica
Baez,  Mónica  Morales,  Mónica  Gil,
MarÃa Julia RamÃrez, Grisela Rubies,
Glasses Rubies,  Emilce Cean, MarÃa
Polizzotto,  Liliana  Mischoff,  Silvia
Puca,  Gabriela  Golletti,  Samantha
Rojas, Emilce Cean and Isabel Miszka,
Delegates  of  SUTEBA  LanÃºs,  Olga
Villarreal,  Secretary  of  Political  and
Trade  Union  Training  of  SUTEBA
Quilmes and Diana Thom, Secretary of
Social  Promotion  and  Tourism  of
SUTEBA Quilme, Argentina

Mabel  Carumba,  Chair,  Laban
Kababaihan  (Women  Fight! ) ,
Mindanao,  Phi l ippines

Gary Cartwright, Publisher, EU Today,
European Union

Josemar Carvalho, Rede Emancipa de
educaçÃ£o  popular  e  dirigente  do
PSOL, Brazil

Yves  Cassuto,  teacher,  member  of
FSU Union, Ecole émancipée, France

Jose Castillo, university teacher, AGD
union leader, National Directorate of
the Socialist Left, Argentina

Edgardo Castro, General Secretary of
the ATE Subsecratariat of Labor CABA
Local Board, Argentina

Samara  Castro,  OAB  RJ  Union
LAYERS,  Brazil

Romulo  Cavalcanti,  Presidente  do
PSOL  Angra  dos  Reis,  Brazil

Oktay  Ã‡el ik,  president  of  the
Workers’  Democracy  Party,  Görkem



Duru,  journalist,  editor  of  Gazete
Nisan, Turkey

Daniel Ceriotti, nutricionista, Uruguay

Fathi  Chamkhi,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Gérard  Chaouat,  Emeritus  Research
Director  at  the  National  Center  for
Scientific  Research  (CNRS),  Paris,
France

Kunal  Chattopadhyay,  Professor  of
Comparative  Literature,  Jadavpur
University, and Radical Socialist, India

Anuradha Chenoy, former dean at the
School  of  International  Studies,
Jawaharlal  Nehru  University  (JNU),
New Delhi, India

Roy  Chetty,  retired  tax  auditor,
activist  for  socialism,  South  Africa

Danielle  Cheuton,  trade-unionist,
France

Orlando Chirino, National coordinator
of  the  C-cura  sindical  tendency,  ex
presidential candidate of the Freedom
and Socialism Party (PSL), Venezuela

Atakan Ã‡iftçi, Education and science
workers’ union delegate (E?itim-Sen),
Turkey

Thiago  Cocaro,  Presidente  do  PSOL
Saquarema, Brazil

Lucrecia Cocha, Luciana EchevarrÃa,
Pablo  Londero  and  Néstor  Gea,
Departmental  Delegates  of  UEPC,
(teachers’  union  of  Córdoba),
Argentina

Marijke  Colle,  ecofeminist,  SAP-GA,
Belgium

Laura Colpachi,  Researcher,  Political
Science, Argentina

Pierron  CÃ´me,  trade  unionist
(retired),  NPA,  France

Terry  Conway,  Socialist  Resistance,
Britain

Raymond  Coppin ,  Pres ident ,
Republican  Association  of  Veterans
(ARAC,  ChenÃ´ve  21300)  for
Friendship,  Solidarity,  Memory,
Antifascism  and  Peace,  France

Philippe Corcuff, universitaire, Institut
d’Etudes Politiques de Lyon, France

J o r g e  C o s t a ,  M e m b e r  o f  t h e
Parliament, Left Bloc, Portugal

MaurÃcio  Costa,  Gabriela  Ferro,
Gui lherme  Fregonese ,  Pau la
Kaufmann,  Julia  Machini,  Joyce
Martins,  Evelin  Minowa,  Pedro
Serrano, PSOL SÃ£o Paulo SP, Brazil

Max Costa, Coordenador da UNIPOP,
Brazil

Christian  Couverture,  teacher  trade
unionist, France

Eduardo Cuzziol, Giovanna Marcelino,
PSOL Campinas SP, Brazil

Randolf S. David, Profesor Emeritus of
Soc io logy ,  Un ivers i ty  o f  the
Phi l ippines

Alex  De  Jong,  Co-Director  IIRE
Amsterdam

Josep  Lluis  del  Alcázar,  public
education union delegate, LI member,
Spain

M.  Esther  del  Alcázar ,  publ ic
education union delegate, LI member,
Spain

Erin  Dela  Cruz,  Yapak  Cultural  Art
Group, Mindanao, Philippines

Christian  Delarue,  altermondialiste,
responsable associatif, Rennes, France

José Deswarte, retired teacher, NPA,
France

Sushovan  Dhar,  Radical  Socialist,
India

Leandro  Dias,  Presidente  PSOL/PR,
Brazil

Fiona Dove, Transnational Institute

Felicity  Dowling,  National  Secretary,
Left Unity, Britain

Bernard  Dreano,  cofounder  of  the
H e l s i n k i  C i t i z e n s  A s s e m b l y
internat ional  network

Jacek Drozda, Independent researcher
and labour activist, Poland

Enrique  Alfredo  Duarte  RodrÃguez,
Partido  Revolucionario  de  las  y  los

Trabajadores, Mexique

Penelope Duggan, Editor International
Viewpoint

Patrick  Dupin,  member  of  the  NPA,
France

Israel Dutra, Secretário de RelaçÃµes
Internacionais do PSOL, Brazil

JérÃ´me  Duval,  member  of  the
CADTM  Belgium

Lujan Echeverria, Professional Center
for Human Rights, Argentina

Akhtar  Ehtisham,  retired  physician,
writer,  peace  and  human  rights
activist,  India  /  Pakistan  /  Britain  /
Canada /USA

Ponciano Elopre, Alyansa ng Kabataan
Mindanao  para  sa  Kapayapaan
(AKMK),  Mindanao,  Philippines

Faruk Eren, President, DISK Basin-is
(Trade union of workers in the press,
edition and printing sector), Turkey

Jorge  Escamilla,  investigador  social,
Mexico

Ahmed  Essaddik,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Patrick  Farbiaz,  Ecologie  Sociale,
France

FATE  Trade  Union  Alternative  (Tire
Union - Gray List), Argentina

Dianne Feeley, editor of the magazine
Against the Current, USA

Ahmed Fekairi, retired, Algeria

Y i a n n i s  F e l e k i s ,  F o u r t h
internat ional ist ,  Greece

Gabrie l  Fel tr in ,  Dir igente  do
Juntos/PR,  Brazi l

Enrique  Fernández  Chacón,  ex
national  congress member,  leader of
Unios en la Lucha, Peru

Tiago Ferreira, sociologist, Spain

Fabiola  Ferro,  Secretary  AGD-
Philosophy,  university  professor,
Argentina

Richard  Fidler,  retired  lawyer,
i n d e p e n d e n t  j o u r n a l i s t  a n d



internationalist activist. Editor of the
blog Life on the Left, USA

Alicia  Flores,  ATE  Delegate  of  the
Milstein  Hospital  (formerly  French
Hospital), Argentina

Fermin Flores JR.. - Executive Director
,  LAFCCOD Inc.  -  Lanao,  Mindanao,
Philippines

Leandro  Fontes,  Executiva  Estadual
do PSOL RJ, Brazil

Elea  Foster,  Fourth  Internationalist,
Greece

Pascal  Franchet,  President,  CADTM-
France

Mirna  Freire,  Executiva  Estadual  da
CSP-Conlutas RJ, Brazil

Alex Fuentes, Socialist Party, Suède

Pedro  Fuentes,  Dirigente  of  the
MES/PSOL,  Brazil

Vanesa  Gagliardi,  Secretary  of
Ademys, teachers of CABA, Argentina

MarÃa  Garbino,  Delegate  of  ATE
Anses  /  Pablo  Lopardo,  Board  of
Directors  CTA Autónoma of  Moreno,
Argentina

Sara  Carmen  Gaspar,  Part ido
Revolucionario  de  los  Trabajadores
(PRT), Mexico

Franck  Gaudichaud,  Lecturer  in
Grenoble  Alpes  University,  France

Jean-Luc  Gautero,  Lecturer  in
Philosophy of  Science,  Université  de
Nice Sophia Antipolis, France

Joel  Geier,  International  Socialists,
USA

Luciana Genro,  Movimento Esquerda
Social ista,  MES  Social ist  Left
Movement,  Deputada  Estadual  do
PSOL  RS,  Brazil

Véronique  Georget,  member  of  the
NPA, France

SÃlvia Giese, Executiva Municipal do
PSOL/Belém, Brazil

Juan  Carlos  Giordano,  national
congress  member,  Left  Front  (FIT)
and  Socialist  Left  national  leader,
Argentina

Enrique Gómez, leader of Movimiento
al Socialismo, Mexico

Luis  Carlos  Gómez  Pintado,  airports
union  delegate  (AENA),  LI  member,
Spain

Gelsimar  Gonzaga,  PSOL  Itaocara  e
ex-Prefeito prefeito da cidade, Brazil

Todd  Gordon,  Wil fr id  Laurier
University, Brantford, Ontario, Canada

Oxley  Greg,  Director,  magazine  La
Riposte,  member  of  the  PCF,  Paris,
France

Carlos Guanciarossa, Press Secretary
of the Retired Center of ATE Province
of Buenos Aires and General Secretary
o f  t h e  M o s c o n i  Y P F  F E T E R A
Associat ion,  Argentina

Gérard Gueniffey, retired, NPA Saint
Nazaire, France

Axel  Guerra,  in  solidarity  with  Ali
Wazeer and Mohsin Dawar, France

Sébastien Guex,  Professor,  Lausanne
University, Switzerland

Shubhra  Gururani,  Professor,  Chair,
Department  of  Anthropology,  York
University,  Toronto,  Canada

José  GusmÃ£o,  Member  of  the
European  Parliament,  Left  Bloc,
Portugal

Laurent  Gutierrez,  professeur,
member  of  the  PCF and la  Riposte,
France

Anne  Gutierrez-Vigreux,  Conseillère
Municipale  de  Longvic,  France

Christian  Haasen,  Member  Public
Service  Union  Ver.di,  Germany

Norbert  Hackbusch,  Deputy  of  The
Left  Party  (DIE LINKE) in  Hamburg
State Parliament, Germany

Mouhamed  Hamdi,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Bouhbib  Hamid,  University  Teacher,
Algeria

Samia Hamouda Abou, Member of the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Walter  Hanz,  Dipl.-Ing.,  Hamburg,
Germany

Health  Care  Workers  Alternative,
Argentina

Andy  Heintz,  author  and  freelance
writer, United States

LucÃa  HelÃn,  Board  of  Directors  of
AGD (university teachers) Philosophy
and Letters, Argentina

Lars  Henriksson,  auto  worker  and
union activist, Suède

Frederico  Henriques,  FundaçÃ£o
Lauro  Campos,  Brazil

J o s é  L u i s  H e r n á n d e z  A y a l a ,
C o o r d i n a d o r a  S o c i a l i s t a
Revolucionaria  (CSR),  Mexico

Miguel  Ã  ngel  Hernández,  leader  of
the  Freedom  and  Socialism  Party
(PSL), Venezuela

Ernesto Herrera, Correspondencia de
Prensa, Uruguay

Alexander Hick, in solidarity with Ali
Wazeer and Mohsin Dawar, Hamburg,
Germany

Alex Hinno, Member of the Comunitat
Palestina de Catalunya, Catalonia

Helena  Hirata,  Emeritus  Research
Director  at  the  National  Center  for
Scientific Research (CNRS), France

Robert  Hirsch,  trade-unionist
(retired),  member  of  Ensemble  !,
France

Mourad  Hmaidi,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Fritz  Hofmann,  in solidarity  with Ali
Wazeer and Mohsin Dawar, Hamburg,
Germany

Norbert Holcblat, economist, France

Annie Hsiou,  Estevan Martins,  PSOL
RibeirÃ£o Preto SP, Brazil

Andrej  Hunko,  MP  for  DIE  LINKE
(German Bundestag) and Member of
the  Parliamentary  Assembly  of  the
Council of Europe

Maryam Hussain, Retired professor at
National College of Arts,



Climate change activist, Pakistan

Gayaal  Iddamalgoda,  Solicitor,  First
Union, Aotearoa/New Zealand

Internationale  Sozial ist ische
Organisation  (ISO),  Germany

Maral  Jefroudi,  Co-Director  IIRE
Amsterdam

Taoufik  Jemmi,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Nkos ina th i  J i keka ,  Nat iona l
Coordinator  of  the  United  Front,
Republic  of  South  Africa

Daniel  Johnson,  writer  and  teacher,
Turkey

Roger Jönsson, Socialist Party, Suède

Michael  Joosten,  Activist ,  the
Netherlands

B o n n  J u e g o ,  A c a d e m i c ,
Finland/Phi l ippines

Imran Kamyana, Editor of the online
Urdu magazine Roznama Jeddojehad

Harsh  Kapoor,  founder  and  editor
South  Asia  Citizens  Web  (SACW),
India

Pierre Khalfa, Member of the Copernic
Fondation and of the Scientic Council
of Attac, France

Dr  Lal  Khan,  editor  Asian  Marxist
Review, Pakistan

Muhammad  Khan,  I  condem  the
brutality of a cruel state as a Muslim
and Pashtoon, Britain

Nighat  Saeed  Khan,  Women  Action
Forum, Pakistan

John Kirkland, Carpenters Local Union
167, Philadelphia, PA, USA

S h e e m a  K i r m a n i ,  c l a s s i c a l
Bharatanatyam  dancer,  Tehreek
Niswan (Women movement), Pakistan

Angela  Klein,  member  of  the  SO et
publisher  of  Sozialistische  Zeitung
(SoZ),  Köln/Cologne,  Germany

Isabel  Koifmann,  sindicato  Ecos,
Uruguay

Stathis Kouvélakis, Reader in Political

Theory, King’s College, Britain

Zbigniew  Marcin  Kowalewski,
researcher  and  editor,  Warsaw,
Poland

Masis  Kürkçügil,  historian,  Yeniyol
(IVth International), Turkey

Manon  Labaye,  NPA  municipal
councilor  in  Poitiers,  France

Chantal Labiche,in solidairty with Ali
Wazeer and Mohsin Dawar, France

Salem  Labyadh,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Federico Lafaire, SAP-Grenzeloos, The
Netherlands

Angelica  Lagunas,  member  of  the
Neuquen  regional  parliament,
teachers’ union leader, Socialist Left-
Left Front (FIT), Argentina

Zied  Lakhdhar,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

M i g u e l  L a m a s ,  j o u r n a l i s t ,
Cochabamba,  Bol iv ia

Andrea Lanzette, Community Board of
Director  of  CTA  Autónoma  and
Congress Delegate of SUTEBA LanÃºs,
Argentina

Agustina  Larsen,  President  CECIM-
UBA, Partido Obrero, Argentina

Marie  Lassen,  Member  of  the
Leasership of the Red-Green Alliance,
Denmark

César Latorre, General Delegate of the
Italian Hospital-ATSA, Argentina

Sosa Laura, Delegate of Amsafe Santa
Fe,  Montenegro  Claudia,  Gaitán
Maricel  and  Fernández  Facundo,
Delegates  of  Amsafe  Rosario,
Argentina

Daphne  Lawless ,  F ightback ,
Austral ia /New  Zealand

Juan Laya, Youth Section, Mindanao,
Philippines

Patrick  Le  Moal,  retired  labor
inspector,  France

Left Voice, Sri Lanka

Fred  Leplat,  Socialist  Resistance,
Britain

Norma Lezana,  General  Secretary of
the  Association  of  Professionals  and
Technicians of the Garrahan Hospital,
Argentina

Danie l  L ibreros ,  Movimiento
Ecosocial ista,  Colombia

Marianne Ligou, Academe, member of
Attac, France

Nelba  M.  Lihat ,  Chairperson,
KASAMMAKA  inc ,  Mindanao ,
Phi l ippines

Zeneide Lima, Executiva Nacional do
PSOL, Brazil

Sumanasir i  Liyanage,  Former
Professor  in  Political  Economy,
University of  Peradeniya,  Left  Voice,
Sri Lanka

Anne-Marie Loop, actor, France

MarÃa  Marta  Lopes,  Teaching
Assistant  of  UTE,  Argentina

Salvador López Arnal, colaborador de
El Viejo Topo y de rebelión, Spain

Samuel  López,  Student  Council
member FMED-UBA, Partido Obrero,
Argentina

Carlos  Lordkioanidse,  Former
detainee  disappeared,  Argentina

Michael  Lorenz,  activist  in  the
mouvement  against  climate  change,
Hamburg, Germany

Rhayane Lourenço,  Coordenadora do
Emancipa/Curitiba  Net  of  Popular
School,  Brazil

Silvana  Louzada,  Dirigente  Sindifrj
Teachers Union, Brazil

Michael  Löwy,  Emeritus  Research
Director  at  the  National  Center  for
Scientific  Research  (CNRS),  Paris,
France

Car los  Loza ,  Surv ivor  o f  the
clandestine  detention  center  ESMA
(School  of  Mechanics  of  the  Navy),
Argentina

?ukasz ?ugowski, journalist, Poland

Bartosz ?ukaszewski, sociologist, PhD,



WULS, UKSW, Poland

Rob  Lyons,  International  Solidarity
Coordinator,  Socialist  Action/Ligue
pour  l’Action  Socialiste,  Canada

Ian  MacDonald,  Assistant  Professor,
Université de Montréal, Québec

Jeff Mackler, Socialist Action, USA

Rene  Magtubo,  chairperson,  Partido
Manggagawa, Philippines

Nicolás  McNamara,  Secretary  of
Youth of the CTA Autónoma of Santa
Cruz  and  President  of  the  Student
Center of UNPA, Argentina

Bruno  MagalhÃ£es,  Observatório
Internacional  do  PSOL,  Brazil

Christian  Mahieux,  International
Labour  Network  of  Solidarity  and
Struggles

Khalid Mahmood, Executive director,
Labour  Education  Foundation,
Pakistan

Rechidi Mahmoud, General Secretary,
PST, Algeria

Ana  Mainer  MartÃn,  artist-musician,
France and Spain

Jan Malewski, editor Inprecor

Nasir  Mansoor,  Deputy  secretary
general,  National  Trade  Union
Federation  (NTUF),  Pakistan

Jamil Maqsood, Director for Brussels
&  Eastern  Europe.  International
Human Rights Council. An accredited
NGO with the Europeen Parliament.

Artur  Maro?,  Cultural  Studies,
University  of  Wroc?aw,  Poland

Maroon  List  -  Private  Health  Care
Workers  Association  (FATSA),
Argentina

Laura Marrone, teachers’ leader and
city council  lawmaker of  the City of
Buenos Aires, Socialist Left-Left Front
(FIT), Argentina

Marcelo MartÃnez, Delegate ATE SRT,
Argentina

Jorge Martins,  Coordenador da Rede
Emancipa, Brazil

Szymon Martys, journalist, Poland

Cristina  Mas,  union  delegate  of  the
press  workers,  Internationalist
Struggle  member  (LI),  Spain

Alain  Massalsky,  Teacher,  Ensemble
Insoumis, France

Gustave Massiah, Cedetim, France

Yousaf Masti Khan, President, Awami
Workers Party, Pakistan

Marisa  Matias,  Member  of  the
European  Parliament,  Left  Bloc,
Portugal

Jany  Maufrais,  trade  union  and
grassroot  activist,  Orléans,  France

Amna Mawaz Khan,  Awami  Workers
Party, Pakistan

N e n a d  M e c a v a ,  f i n e  a r t i s t ,
Amsterdam,  Nederlands

Roy T. Megio, Chairperson, I’M GLAD
- ZamPen, Mindanao, Philippines

Fernanda  Melchionna  e  Si lva,
Deputada federal do PSOL RS, Brasil

Richard Mellor,  U.S.  blog  Facts  For
Working People, USA

Adriano  Mendes,  Diretor  da  UNE
Union National Students, Brazil

Omar  Menoni,  obrero  jubilado,
Uruguay

Pedro  Mercader,  public  education
union  delegate,  LI  member,  Spain

Michel Metayer, for the freedon of Ali
Wazeer and Mohsin Dawar, France

Lone  Ree  MilkÃ¦r,  Ph.D.  student,
Denmark

David Miranda, Deputado Federal do
PSOL RJ, Brazil

Kamal  Mitra  Chenoy,  Professor,
School  of  International  Studies,
Jawaharlal  Nehru  University  (JNU),
New Delhi, India

Yorgos Mitralias, journaliste, Greece

R e y n a l d o  M .  M o n t e v e r d e ,
Chairperson,  Federation  of  Rural
Organizat ions  in  Zamboanga
Peninsula, Mindanao, Philippines

Claudio  Mora,  General  Secretary  of
the CTA San Fernando and Delegate
of FATE, SUTNA (tire workers union),
Argentina

Felipe  Moreira,  PSOL  SÃ£o  Paulo,
Brazil

Marie-Thérèse  Moreno,  Jobseeker,
France

GippÃ²  Mukendi  Ngandu,  Sinistra
Anticapitalista,  Italia

D j e r m o u n e  N a d i r ,
A r c h i t e c t e / u r b a n i s t e ,
enseignant/Institut  d’Architecture  et
d’Urbanisme Blida, Algeria

Mohammad  Nafees,  Freelance
Journalist  and  Researche,  Pakistan

Pratip Nag, Radical Socialist, India

Ruben  Navarro,  Correspondencia  de
Prensa, Lyon, France

A.  H.  Nayyar,  academic  and  peace
activist, Pakistan

Diego Z. Neri, editor, Bandiera Rossa
website, Italy

Olivier  Neveux,  University  Professor,
ENS de Lyon, France

Alv in  John  Neyra,  A lyansa  ng
Kabataang  Mindanao  para  sa
Kapayapaan (AKMK), Philippines

Jolie Nieves, Sumpay Mindanao, Inc.,
Mindanao, Philippines

Colette NoÃ«,  activist  for  social  and
environmental  rights,  Louviers,
France

Pablo  Odriozola,  Survivor  of  the
clandest ine  detent ion  center
"Azopardo",  Argentina

Marga Olalla,  Barcelona municipality
union delegate, LI member, Catalonia,
Spain

Honorio  Oliveira,  Executiva  Estadual
do PSOL RJ, Brazil

Liliana  Olivero,  ex  member  of  the
Cordoba regional parliament, Socialist
Left-Left Front (FIT), Argentina

Lasse Olsen, Deputy Mayor, the City
of Aalborg, Denmark



Geral  Jan  Omelio,  Youth  Section,
Philippines

Nahuel Orellana, Board of Directors of
CTA Autónoma of Lomas de Zamora,
Argentina

Marcio Ornelas,  Presidente do PSOL
SÃ£o Gonçalo, Brazil

Victor Ottoboni, Secretary of minutes
and press of the Union of Tire Workers
of Argentina

Priscila  Ottón  and  Pablo  Ottón,
Subdelegates of ATEN (teachers union
of Neuquén), Argentina

Niels Overgaard Hansen,  member of
Socialist Workers’ Politics (SAP), and
of the Fourth International, Denmark

Ã–mer F. Oyal, writer, Turkey

Sophie Ozanne, member of the NPA,
France

Guil lermo  Pacagnini ,  General
Secretary  of  CICOP,  Trade  Union
Association of Health Professionals of
the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires,
Argentina

NaÃde  Pacheco,  Presidenta  do
PSOL/Marabá,  Brazil

Luciano Palagano, Executiva Estadual
CSP-Conlutas  e  militante  MES/PR,
Brazil

Ugo  Palheta,  Sociologist,  Assistant
professor,  Lille  University,  and
director  of  the  online  magazine
Contretemps,  France

Jaime  Pastor,  Professor,  Political
Sciences (Spanish State) and editor of
the magazine Viento Sur

Rince M Paulose, in solidarity with Ali
Wazeer and Mohsin Dawar, India

Laila Pecheny, Social Communication
Council  member UBA, Socialist  Left,
Argentina

Dante Peixoto, PSOL SÃ£o Carlos SP,
Brazil

Rogge Perfecti, PSOL Macaé, Brazil

Marie  Cécile  Perillat,  trade unionist,
France

Patrice  Perret,  responsable  syndical

retraité, France

Michael  Petersen,  council  Chairman,
IGBCE  (Trade  Union  for  mining,
chemicals  and  energy  industries),
Germany

Sandro  Pimentel,  Deputado  Estadual
do PSOL RN, Brazil

GastÃ²n  Pinchetti,  La  Virginia  Local
Board  (Rosar io  Food  Union) ,
Argentina

Ã talo Pires, AOB RJ Union LAYERS,
Brazil

E m i l i o  P o l i a k ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f
Organization of the CTA Autónoma of
Santa Cruz, Argentina

Christine Poupin, Spokesperson, NPA,
France

Chantal Pottier, member of the NPA,
France

JoÃ«l  Pottier,  member  of  the  NPA,
France

Mutiara  Ika  Pratiwi,  National
Secretary of Perempuan Mahardhika,
Indonesia

François  Preneau,  retired,  trade
unionist and member of Ensemble !,
France

Socialist  Party  of  Malaysia  (PSM),
Malaysia

Masood Punjabi, trade union activist,
Stockholm, Sweden

Chiara  Puppo,  Secretary  of  Women
and  Dissidences  CECSO,  Socialist
Left,  Argentina

François  Preneau,  trade-unionist,
member  of  Ensemble  !,  France

Awais  Qarni,  Central  Organizer
Revolutionary  Students  Front(RSF),
Pakistan

Alexandre  Raguet,  NPA  activist,
France

As i a  Rahman ,  Po l i t i c i an  f o r
VÃ¤nsterpartiet (Left Party), Sweden

Mongi  Rahoui ,  Member  of  the
Assembly of the Representatives of the
People (Parliament), Tunisia

Leonardo  Nicolás  Rando,  ATE
Delegate  of  the  Ministry  of  Culture,
Marcela Salas, secretary of tourism of
ATE Lanus, candidate to sec for the
Multicolor  l ist  of  ATE,  Daniela
Saavedra,  delegate  of  ATE  Health
Care, Argentina

Ammar Rashid, Secretary Information,
Awami Workers Party Punjab, Teacher
at  Quid  Azam University  Islamabad,
Singer, Pakistan

Dr  Ta imur  Rehman ,  Genera l
Secretary,  Pakistan  Mazdoor  Kissan
Party, Pakistan

Vivi  Reis,  DNPSOL  e  suplente  de
deputada federal, Brazil

Daniela ReiÃŸ Varas, doctor, Germany

Hans-Peter  Renk  (solidaritéS),
consei l ler  général  (Le  Locle),
Switzerland

Edgardo Reynoso, trains union leader,
de lega te  o f  the  TBA  Branch -
Sarmiento,  Argentina

Frédérique  Riedlin,  solidarity  with
Almi  Wazeer  and  Mohsin  Dawar,
France

Rebeca Riela, economist, Uruguay

Ranier  RÃos,  leader  of  the  Socialist
Workers’ Movement (MST), Chile

Mariana Riscali, Tesoureira do PSOL,
Brazil

Betina  Rivero  (Palpalá),  Leonardo
Rivero  (Jujuy),  Delegates  CTA
Autónoma and Congress Delegate of
ATE, Argentina

Rolando Rivero and Alejandro Omarle,
APUBA Delegates, Argentina

Roberto Robaina,  MES Socialist  Left
Movement,  Roberto  Robaina,  MES
Socialist Left Movement, Vereador de
Porto Alegre RS, Brazil

Sylvain  Roch,  member  of  the  CGT
Union, Corèze, France

HeloÃse  Rocha,  Presidenta  do
PSOL/Santarém,  Brazil

Victor Rodrigues, member of the PCF,
France

Pedro Rosa, Sintuff union leader and



leader  of  the  Fasubra  University
Workers’  Federation,  Brazil

Xavier Rousselin, Divisional Engineer
of  Agriculture  and  Environment,
France

Pierre Rousset, Europe solidaire sans
frontières (ESSF), France

Talat  Rubab,  editor  of  Labour
Education,  Pakistan

Daniela  Saavedra,  delegate  of  ATE
Health Care, Argentina

Julia Saavedra, Board of Directors of
AEJBA (Judicial CABA, Argentina

Hilda  Saeed,  Former  chairperson
Women Commission Pakistan, Women
Action Forum Karachi, Pakistan

Yohichi  Sakai,  Japan  Revolutionary
Communist League, Japan

Akrour  Mohad  Saddek,  President  of
the  Municipal  People’s  Assembly
(Townhall) of Barbacha-Béjaia, Algeria

Olivier Salles, member of Ensemble !,
France

Catherine Samary, Economist, France

Edgard  Sánchez,  PRT  (Partido
Revolucionario  de  los  Trabajadores),
Mexico

Lucien  Sanchez,  retired,  NPA,
Toulouse,  France

Marcelo Santana, DireçÃ£o do Sinpro
Teachers Union, Brazil

Ma.  Gittel  Saquilabon,  SUMPAY
Mindanao,  Iligan  City,  Mindanao,
Philippines

Patrick  Saurin,  member  CADTM-
France

Jakob SchÃ¤fer,  activist  in the trade
union left, Germany

Michael  Schembri,  trade  union
advocate  and  a  gay  left  activist,
Australia

Mónica  Schlottahuer,  trains  union
delegate  and  congresswoman,
Socialist  Left-Left  Front  (FIT),
Argentina

Helmut  Schmitt,  Member  of  the

IGBCE  (Trade  Union  for  mining,
chemicals  and  energy  industries),
Weinheim,  Germany

Sukla Sen, Peace Activist, India

Danilo  Serafim,  Secretária  Executiva
Nacional da CSP-Conlutas, Brazil

MÃ´nica Seixas, Deputada Estadual do
PSOL SP, Brazil

Nisar  Shah,  Jammu  Kashmir  Awami
Workers  Party,  Kashmir  (Pakistan
side)

Umar Shahid,  Information Secretary,
PTUDC, Pakistan

Ferida  Sher,  Activist  (retired  from
Development  activism),  Lahore,
Pakistan

Micha?  Siermi?ski,  doctorant  en
philosophie,  Pologne

Jurandir Silva, PSOL Pelotas, Brazil

Rubén  "Pollo"  Sobrero,  Secretary
General,  Trains  Union West  Section-
Haedo, Argentina

Sindy Soler,  MTWRC- Cotabato City,
Mindanao, Philippines

Soren  Sondergaard,  Member  of  the
Parliament, Denmark

Bambi  Soumar,  member  of  the
CADTM/Senegal

Adama  Soumaré,  Alternatives,
Senegal

Alda  Sousa,  former  Member  of  the
European  Parliament,  Left  Bloc,
Portugal

Hei tor  Sousa ,  Member  o f  the
Parliament, Left Bloc, Portugal

Camila Souza, Executiva Municipal do
PSOL do  Rio  de  Janeiro  e  dirigente
GTN Juntos!, Brazil

Laura  Spinelli,  Associate  Secretary,
Maximiliano  Lalli,  Secretary  of
records, Valentina Viglieca, Secretary
of Training, Agustina Grinberg, Local
Board  delegate,  Paola  Molina,  Local
Board  delegate,  LucÃa  Giménez,
Delegate,  Moroz,  Nahuel,  Delegate,
Javier  RodrÃguez,  Delegate  Museum
of  Engraving,  Fernando  Franco,
Delegate  MNBA,  ATE  Culture,

Argentina

Nicolas  Springer,  member  of  FSU
trade union, France

Juan  Staiano,  President  CEFyL-UBA,
Partido Obrero, Argenina

Petra Stanius, United Services Trade
Union (ver.di), Germany

Marcin Starnawski, academic teacher
and translator, Poland

State  Workers  Alternative  -  Lilac
Orange  List  ATE,  Argentina

Dr.  Farooq  Sulehria,  Assistant
Professor,  Beaconhouse  National
University  Lahore,  Pakistan

Kolja Swingle, member of DIE LINKE
party, Germany

Abbas Syed, Academic, Pakistan

Pawe? Szelegieniec, Political Scientist,
Poland

Roxana Szyszko, Executive Committee
of  the  CTA  Autónoma  of  LanÃºs,
Argentina

Giulia  Tadini  –  PSOL  BrasÃlia  DF,
Brazil

Arlette  Tardy,  member  of  the  NPA,
France

Mansoor  Tareen,  organizer  of  PTM-
Sweden

Farooq  Tariq,  Spokesperson,  Awami
Workers Party, Pakistan

Teachers Alternative, Argentina

Mohammed  Tehseen,  Executive
director,  South  Asia  Partnership

Bernhard  Thiesing,  Member  Public
Service Union Ver.di, Germany

Janne Toft-Lind, Member of the Zeland
Regional Council, Red–Green Alliance
(Enhedslisten), Denmark

Francisco  Torres,  Secretary  of  the
National Federation of Teachers, FND-
CTA Autónoma, Argentina

Yennah  Torres,  peace  activist,
Mindanao,  Philippines

Juan Tortosa, solidaritéS, Switzerland



Eric  Toussaint,  CADTM International
Spokesperson

Josette Trat, Sociologist, France

Rafael  Trujano  Fermoso,  Jubilado,
Sindicato  de  Telefonistas  de  la
RepÃºblica  Mexicana,  Mexico

Anwar Ul Haq, Economist, Pakistan

Zafar  Ullah,  Member  of  Pakistan
Trade  Union  Defence  Campaign,
Islambad,  Pakistan

University  Teachers  Alternative,
Argentina

Miguel Urbán Crespo, Member of the
European Parliament, Spanish State

Ingrid  Urrutia,  General  Secretary  of
ATE INCAA Local Board, Argentina

Murat Uyurkulak, writer, Turkey

Jesus Uzkudun Illarramendi  Activista
social  por  la  Salud  Laboral  Euskal
Herria, Euskadi

Seth  Uzman,  rs21,  UCU  member,
Britain

Alejandra Vaca,  Secretary of  Gender
of UTS, Argentina

Gastón  Vacchiani,  Secretary  General
UTS  (Union  of  Health  Workers)
Córdoba,  Argentina

Roseline Vachetta, former Member of
the European Parliament, France

Charlotte VallÃ¸e, in solidarity with Ali
Wazeer and Mohsin Dawar, Denmark

Achin  Vanaik,  Retired  Professor  of
International  Relations  and  Global
Po l i t i c s ,  f o rmer  Head  o f  the
Department  of  Political  Science  and
former Dean of the Faculty of Social
Sciences, University of Delhi, India

Julien Vanhove, CADTM Belgium

Christian Varin, Fourth International

Paulo Vasallo and Alejandro Parlante,
Municipal  Delegates  of  Rosario,
Argentina

Priscilla  Vásquez,  national  leader  of
the social security workers, Panama

Mariano  Veiga,  Union  Secretary,
Interdiciplinary  Union  Association  of
the  Moyano  Hospital  (AGIHM),
Argentina

Marie-Christine  Vergiat,  Human
Rights  activist,  Member  of  the
European Parliament, European Left,
France

Pietje Vervest, Transnational Institute,
The Netherlands

Pedro  Vianna,  poet,  teacher  in  the
Master’s  degree  Human  Mobility
Universitat  de  Valencia  (Espagne),
former judge assessor at the National
Court of Asylum, France

Gérard Vidal, photographer, director,
France

Laerson Vidal, Presidente da Ap-Ler e
dirigente MES/Paraná, Brazil

Luigi Viglino, Sinistra Anticapitalista,
Italy

José  Villa,  local  commission  SIAT
TENARIS, Argentina

Mary  Joy  Villagomez,  Secretary
General,  DKMP-  Lanao,  Mindanao

Violet  List  Unión  Ferroviaria,
Argentina

Dr J. P. Voloch, Cardiologist, France

Henri  Vuilliomenet,  militant  de
Solidarité,  Suisse

Ahmad  Waqas  Goraya,  Abducted
activists living now in exile, Pakistan /
The Netherlands

Claudio Wasquin, Deputy Secretary of
the  CTA  Autónoma  of  Santa  Cruz,
Argentina

T ho mas  We y t s ,  SAP -Ga u ch e
anticapitaliste, Solidair Gent, Belgium

Ani White, Editor, Fightback, Australia

Peter Widén, Socialist Party, Suède

Violet  Wilson-Baird,  Executive
Assistant,  UnionAID,  Aotearoa/New
Zealand

V i v i  W id y aw a t i ,  Pe rempu a n
Mahardhika, Jakarta, Indonesia

Simon  Wood,  member  of  "The
Austral ian  Greens",  Austral ia

Cynthia  Wright,  Assistant  Professor,
Gender,  Sexuality,  Women’s  Studies,
York University, Canada

Nora Zaldua, Massacre Commission of
La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Susana Zaldua, Massacre Commission
of La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Luis  Zamora,  Autodeterminación  y
Libertad,  Argentina

Philipp Zehmisch, Laal Hartal, Lahore,
Pakistan

Stefan  Zgl iczy?ski ,  Le  Monde
diplomatique,  Poland

Muhammad Zubair, Member Fairness
Committee,  Magna  international,
Toronto,  Canada

To  sign,  fill  the  ESSF  "contact"
form:

P u t  y o u r  n a m e ,  " t i t l e "  o r
"identification"  (as,  profession,
function,  organisation,  field  of
activities...)  and  country,  mentioning
"solidarity with Ali Wazir".

http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.p
hp?page=contact

http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?page=contact
http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?page=contact


The Struggle over Women’s Bodily Autonomy
and the Dehumanisation of Women in the US

30 May 2019, by Susan Pashkoff

However, this is just a ramping up of
an  attack  against  women’s  right  to
abortion  since  the  decisions  of  Roe
and Doe; the Guttmacher Institute has
compiled a list of the ways that this
right has been curtailed in various US
states. [1] With the failure of Texas’s
Targeted  Regulation  of  Abortion
Providers  (TRAP)  law  based  on  the
pretence  of  protecting  women’s
health, [2] the push has been towards
passing  legislation  eliminating
procedures and cutting back the time
that women can have safe and legal
abortions  due  to  the  supposed
development  of  medical  procedures
that enable a foetus to survive outside
the womb or that the foetus can feel
pain or that it is a person as it has a
heartbeat.  The  lie  that  anti-choice
advocates were “protecting the health
of women” has been easily jettisoned
(they  were  lies  anyway)  towards
protecting  the  “personhood”  and
hence civil rights of foetuses. [3] Since
these people do not  view women as
having  the  same  rights  of  men  in
terms  of  their  bodily  autonomy,  the
assertion of the rights of a potential
person is not a big leap.

These attacks have not only attempted
to  eliminate  forms  of  safe  abortion
[e.g.,  Dilation and Evacuation (D&E)
in Kansas and Kentucky [4] [5] ] where
rulings  have recently  been made on
the bills, but also have attempted to
grant civil rights to foetuses (they are
viewed as dependents for tax purposes
and pregnant women are entitled to
appropriate financial child support in
the  Georgia  bill)  and  have  further
limited the time for which women can
have a legal abortions to 6 weeks (the
so-called foetal heartbeat bills).

Even  pregnanc ies  wh ich  are
recognised  as  non-viable  by  the
Catholic  Church  and  hence  not
o f f i c i a l l y  abor t i on  ( ec top i c
pregnancies)  are  questioned  by  the

medical  ignoramuses  that  these
legislators  are;  Ohio  Republican
representative  John  Becker  has
s p o n s o r e d  a  b i l l  c l a i m i n g
contraceptives  cause  abortion  and
even better that ectopic pregnancies
can be  fixed by  moving the  embryo
from  the  fa l lop ian  tubes  and
replanting them in the uterus (perhaps
he has watched his mother garden and
thinks  that  what  can  be  done  with
plants  works  as  well  with  women’s
uteri). [6]

Ignorance  of  medical  procedures  is
not  just  the  purview  of  Republican
state legislators,  but also belongs to
US Congress people and Senators and
parroted by the President. The failure
of the Born Alive Survivors Protection
Act in the US Senate (2018) [7] and
the  vetoing  of  a  similar  bill  by  the
Wisconsin Governor provided another
opportunity for Trump to exhibit  his
skill  with  lying  and demonstrate  his
misogyny  in  a  speech  in  Wisconsin
where  he  essential ly  said  that
following  the  birth  of  a  living  child
following  a  late-term  abortion  that
doctors simply wait around to execute
it. [8] The poison of his lies, his lack of
knowledge of medical procedures, and
his willingness to trample on the deep
grief  of  parents  and  the  sadness  of
doctors  to  make  a  cheap  and  false
political point is not only dangerous; it
creates a view of a women (in perhaps
what  is  the  worst  moment  of  their
lives)  and  doctors  as  psychopaths
moving onto the next aborted birth as
easy as breathing.

Natural Rights:
Life, Liberty and
Pursuit of

Happiness and all
that Jazz
You are probably asking “what the hell
are Natural Rights?” You are probably
also  asking  yourself,  what  the  hell
does Natural Rights have to do with
this  discussion?  If  you  have  not
succumbed to the pleasures of reading
Political  Philosophy  (which  most
people haven’t), Natural Rights are in
many  senses  a  precursor  to  Human
Rights.  [9]  They  are  fundamental
rights  that  human  beings  have  that
are  guaranteed  independent  of  the
civil societies in which we live; these
are  rights  that  are  inalienable  and
non-transferrable.  Prior  to  the
enlightenment  these  were  seen  as
rights that existed in Scripture (so the
right  to  life  was  argued  to  imply  a
right to subsistence for example and
the  right  to  steal,  see  Aquinas,  to
ensure your life);  fundamental rights
guaranteed  to  us  as  living  beings
c r e a t e d  b y  G o d .  D u r i n g  t h e
Enlightenment,  the  basis  of  these
rights  changed in  that  human being
could interpret them themselves due
to  their  abi l i ty  to  reason.  The
relationship  between  your  natural
rights and your civil rights (that is do
you keep these rights in civil society
and  how can  you  pursue  them is  a
major  point  of  debate  between
political philosophers; so for example,
while  Aquinas  and  the  Scholastics
recognise the right to subsistence as
part of the right to life there was no
attempt  to  insist  upon  this  being
enshrined in civil law; theft is a civil
crime  even  if  you  were  trying  to
ensure your right to life).

What is very interesting about Natural
Rights  is  that  in  the  period  of  the
Enlightenment  they  were  used  by
Locke  to  reject  the  Divine  Right  of
Kings  and  to  support  universal
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suffrage, oppose slavery and the death
penalty  on the basis  of  the  right  of
property in one’s own body which the
state cannot take away from you. This
is where these rights become relevant
even though Locke’s right of property
was  not  used  in  the  American
constitution  and  state  constitutions
based on it and the right of the pursuit
of  happiness  is  substituted  instead.
This is because the rights of life and
liberty on their own are very relevant
to this discussion at least theoretically
(as we know theory and reality often
diverge strongly).

Interestingly,  the  issue  of  Natural
Rights has been used in both the total
abortion  ban  legislation  in  Alabama
and Georgia  (the  Georgia  legislation
speaks of  fundamental  rights,  but  is
along the same lines) and recently by
the Kansas Supreme Court in blocking
the state legislation which banned the
use of the D&E procedure in second
trimester abortions.

Going  and  reading  legislation  is
interesting  as  understanding  how
these  arguments  are  formed  which
eliminate  our  rights  are  important
(and I am obviously a masochist but if
you are taking away my rights, I want
to know how you are doing it),  so I
went  to  look at  the  legislation from
both Alabama (companion bills in the
Senate  [10]  and  House  [11]  )  and
Georgia.  [12]  Both  states  abortion
bans cite the right to life guaranteed
in the Constitution; what they try to do
is  extend  the  right  to  life  and  due
process  to  cover  foetuses  so  as  to
grant civil  rights to potential  human
beings  while  undermining  the  civil
rights  of  living  members  of  our
society, women.

From  the  Georgia  bill,  the  issue
allowing  this  extension  is  one  of
advancing medical science:

“In the founding of the United States
of America, the State of Georgia and
the several states affirmed that: "We
hold these Truths to be self-evident,
that all  Men are created equal,  that
they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator
with certain unalienable Rights,  that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the
Pursuit of Happiness – that to secure
these  Rights,  Governments  are
instituted  among  men;"

To protect the fundamental rights of
all persons, and specifically to protect
the  fundamental  rights  of  particular
classes  of  persons  who  had  not
previously been recognized under law,
the  14th  Amendment  to  the  United
States  Constitution  was  ratified,
providing  that,  "nor  shall  any  State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law;
nor  deny  any  person  within  its
jurisdiction the equal protection of the
laws";

Modern medical science, not available
decades  ago,  demonstrates  that
unborn children are a class of living,
distinct  persons and more expansive
state recognition of unborn children as
persons  did  not  exist  when  Planned
Parenthood v. Casey (1992) and Roe v.
Wade  (1973)  established  abortion
related  precedents;

The  State  of  Georgia,  applying
reasoned judgment to the full body of
modern  medical  science,  recognizes
the  benefits  of  providing  full  legal
recognition to an unborn child above
the minimum requirements of federal
law;

Article I, Section I, Paragraphs I and II
of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of
Georgia affirm that "[n]o person shall
be deprived of life, liberty, or property
except  by  due  process  of  law";  and
that  "[p]rotection  to  person  and
property  is  the  paramount  duty  of
government and shall be impartial and
complete. No person shall be denied
the equal protection of the laws";

It shall be the policy of the State of
Georgia to recognize unborn children
as natural persons.” [13]

Alabama’s  bill  also  is  based  on  the
advances in medical science, but has
to add something even more ridiculous
to  the  discussion  (just  because  it  is
Alabama);  essentially  comparing
abortion  to  genocides  and  crimes
against humanity:

“In the United States Declaration of
Independence, the principle of natural
law that "all men are created equal"
was articulated. The self-evident truth
found in natural law, that all human
beings are equal from creation, was at
least  one  of  the  bases  for  the  anti-
slavery  movement,  the  women’s

suffrage  movement,  the  Nuremberg
war crimes trials,  and the American
civil  rights  movement.  If  those  4
movements  had  not  been  able  to
appeal to the truth of universal human
equality,  they  could  not  have  been
successful.

Abortion advocates speak to women’s
rights,  but  they  ignore  the  unborn
child,  while  medical  science  has
increasingly recognized the humanity
of the unborn child.

Recent  medical  advances  prove  a
baby’s  heart  10  starts  to  beat  at
around  six  weeks.  At  about  eight
weeks,  the  heartbeat  can  be  heard
through an ultrasound examination.

A  fetal  Doppler  can  detect  a  fetal
heartbeat as early as 10 weeks.

Ultrasound  imaging  shows  the
developing child in 15 utero. As early
as  six  weeks  after  fertilization,  fetal
photography  shows  the  c lear
development  of  a  human being.  The
Alabama Department of Public Health
publication  "Did  You  Know  .  .  ."
demonstrates through actual pictures
at two-week intervals throughout the
entire pregnancy the clear images of a
developing human being.

It is estimated that 6,000,000 Jewish
people  were  murdered  in  German
concentration  camps  during  World
War  II;  3,000,000  people  were
executed by Joseph Stalin’s regime in
Soviet gulags; 2,500,000 people were
murdered during the Chinese "Great
Leap Forward" in 1958; 1,500,000 to
3,000,000 people  were  murdered by
the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia during
the  1970s;  and  approximately
1,000,000  people  were  murdered
during the Rwandan genocide in 1994.
All of these are widely acknowledged
to have been crimes against humanity.
By comparison, more than 50 million
babies  have  been  aborted  in  5  the
United States since the Roe decision
in  1973,  more  than  three  times  the
number  who  were  killed  in  German
death camps, Chinese purges, Stalin’s
gulags, Cambodian killing fields, and
t h e  R w a n d a n  g e n o c i d e
combined.”  [14]

The comparison of abortion to crimes
against  humanity  and  genocide  is
beyond offensive; one of the additional



issues around this is that this is also a
violation  of  rel igious  freedom
substituting  Christian  beliefs  for  the
beliefs of other religious groups and
atheists. [15] The rights of women as
l iv ing  members  of  society  are
recognised  in  other  religions  and
among  those  that  do  not  believe  in
religion.  Using  the  Holocaust  and
other  genocides  and  crimes  against
humanity and comparing the victims
to aborted foetus denies the humanity
of the victims of genocide and crimes
against humanity by comparing them
to potential human beings.

These pieces of legislation both seek
to create civil  rights for foetuses on
the basis of developments in medical
knowledge  which  in  their  view
warrant a change in the law to limit
the  rights  of  the  women  that  are
pregnant with these foetuses and to
advance  the  creation  of  foetal  civil
rights. Both laws are unconstitutional
and have been justified on the basis of
guaranteed  fundamental  natural
rights, placing a ban on abortion with
the appearance of a foetal heartbeat
(as though that is the determinant of
life and irrespective of  whether that
foetus  can  survive  independently  of
the pregnant woman). As Mark Joseph
Stern writes in Slate , the Georgia law
not only provides for changes in tax
laws, guarantees of child support, but
also changes in population based on
the  pregnancy  as  it  is  included  in
census  stats.  [16]  It  additionally
updates legislation allowing for felony
prosecu t i on  f o r  murder  and
conspiracy  to  commit  murder  if
someone assists a woman to obtain an
abortion; if the woman leaves the state
to obtain an abortion elsewhere, that
also could fall under the conspiracy to
commit a felony. Additionally, if it can
be demonstrated that a woman had a
miscarriage based upon her behaviour
while pregnant, she could be charged
with second degree murder. Both the
Georgia and Alabama laws are already
being  challenged  by  the  American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU); but this
is  a  radical  shift  in  the  attack  on
women’s  bodily  autonomy  and  our
reproductive rights. Moreover, it does
not have strong support by Georgia’s
voters.  [17]  A  boycott  by  the  film
industry is a great idea and should be
extended; I would argue that a total
boycott of products produced there is
a  great  idea.  The  threats  to  jobs,

profits and tax revenue will hopefully
force  the  people  of  Georgia  to  vote
those  that  sponsored  and  supported
this bill  out of office.  I  would argue
that  these  boycotts  should  be  done
against all states that pass these foetal
heartbeat  bills;  these  should  be
enforced until  those that  passed the
bi l ls  are  out  of  o f f ice  and  the
legis lat ion is  dead and buried.

An  additional  and  important  use  of
Natural  Rights  has  come  in  the
Supreme Court of Kansas decision in
upholding  the  injunction  against  the
legislation prohibiting the usage of the
D&E procedure for second trimester
abortions.  [18]  While  the  Kentucky
decision only addressed foetal viability
against a women’s reproductive right
to  abortion  to  str ike  down  the
prohibition  of  the  use  of  the  D&E
procedure [19] ; the Kansas decision is
actually an interesting one and has the
potential  to  be  used  to  provide  a
stronger  basis  (that  of  the  right  of
personal  autonomy)  for  a  women’s
right to choose than that of the right
of privacy on which Roe and Doe are
based. [20] In fact, this decision goes
right to the heart of the fundamental
issue of  a  women’s  right  to  choose,
that of their bodily autonomy.

“Section 1 of the Kansas Constitution
Bill of Rights affords protection of the
right  of  personal  autonomy,  which
includes  the  ability  to  control  one’s
own body,  to assert  bodily  integrity,
and  to  exercise  self-determination.
This right allows a woman to make her
own  decisions  regarding  her  body,
health,  family  formation,  and  family
lifeâ€”  decisions  that  can  include
whether to continue a pregnancy.

The State may only infringe upon the
right to decide whether to continue a
pregnancy  i f  the  S ta te  has  a
compelling interest and has narrowly
tailored its actions to that interest.

When common-law terms are used in
the Kansas Constitution Bill of Rights,
courts  should  look  to  common-law
definitions for their meaning.

The recognition of inalienable natural
rights  in  section  1  of  the  Kansas
Constitution Bill of Rights is intended
for  all  Kansans,  including  pregnant
women.

The  Kansas  Constitution  does  not
begin  with  an  enumeration  of  the
powers  of  government;  it  instead
begins  with  a  Bill  of  Rights  for  all
Kansans, which in turn begins with a
statement  of  inalienable  natural
rights, among which are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. By this
order ing ,  demonstrat ing  the
supremacy  placed  on  the  rights  of
individuals,  preservation  of  these
natural  rights  is  given  precedence
over the establishment of government

Whether  this  decision  can  be  used
against  other  pieces  of  legislation
restricting  women’s  reproductive
rights is a decision for constitutional
lawyers (which I am not) fighting the
various  cases  and  whether  it  is
applicable depends of  course on the
wording  and  interpretation  of  the
various state constitutions as well as
the US constitution. But it gives food
for  thought:  essentially,  does  life,
liberty and pursuit of happiness with
the  right  of  property  in  one’s  own
body (a corollary to right to life and
liberty and an essential  point of  the
Bourgeois  Democratic  right  to
universal  suffrage  and  opposition  to
slavery  advocated  by  Locke  in  The
Two Treatises  of  Government  and a
fundamental  point  in  Tom  Paine’s
Common Sense as well as underlying
the  Bill  of  Rights  of  the  American
Constitution)  only  apply  to  men  or
does  it  apply  to  women  as  well?
Moreover, if women do have the right
to bodily autonomy, at what point and
under  what  circumstances  does  the
state  have  a  compelling  interest  to
interfere in that right?

On the
Dehumanisation of
Women
Yesterday  I  read  something  which  I
have been expecting for a while. In his
zea l  to  protect  foe tuses ,  the
Republican Speaker of  the House in
Florida,  Jose Oliva,  finally  expressed
his  actual  view  of  women.  In  an
interview with CBS, Oliva referred to
pregnant women as “host bodies” for
f o e t u s e s  f i v e  t i m e s  i n  t h e
interview [21] ; here is an example of
this usage:



“Well the challenge there is that there
are  two  lives  involved.  So,  where  I
believe  that  we  should  stay  out  of
people’s  lives,  I  don’t  believe  that
people’s lives should be taken. It’s a
complex  issue  because  one  has  to
think,  well  there’s  a  host  body  and
that host body has to have a certain
amount of rights because at the end of
the day it is that body that that carries
this  entire  other  body  to  term.  But
there is an additional life there .”

Claiming  that  he  was  trying  to  use
“medical  terminology,”  in  his
ignorance of such medical terminology
he managed to  describe foetuses by
the term used for parasites in medical
terminology. Moreover, he manages to
actually  portray  pregnant  women as
nothing more than hosts for foetuses;
he  has  dehumanised  women  to  be
nothing more than incubators whose
funct ion  i s  so le ly  phys ica l l y
reproductive  in  nature.  We  need  to
ask ourselves if that is the sole role of
women in his mind, what are we if we
are either too young, unable to bear
children, or past the age of fertility?
This description of women reduces our
role to that of physical reproduction.
Not even primary providers of social
reproduction;  we are merely defined
by  our  ability  to  breed  the  next
generation.  This  creep  doesn’t  even
acknowledge our roles in caring and
rearing  our  children  and  families;
perhaps he is one of those people that
think  preparing  meals,  cleaning  the

house  and  washing  the  laundry
happens  on  its  own  by  magic.  In
mak ing  o ur  r o l e  a s  p hy s i ca l
reproducers  oppressive  in  and  of
itself ,  he  has  ignored  our  real
oppression  in  social  reproduction.
Reading this description, I  could not
help  thinking  of  the  Alien  series  of
movies where humans are nothing but
hosts  for  gestating  aliens  until  they
are able to survive on their own.

That we have come to this, the logical
conclusion of a fight against women’s
bodily  autonomy  should  not  be
surprising.  The  idea  of  a  women’s
right to bodily autonomy, to have the
recognition  that  their  humanity  is
essent ia l  to  soc iety ,  that  our
contributions are more than breeding
the  next  generation  has  been  a
primary  component  of  the  ongoing
struggle for women’s liberation.
Unfortunately,  this  vicious  attack on
women’s reproductive rights and their
bodily autonomy has had world-wide
implications for women as well due to
the use by the US government of  a
new tactic (the removal of words from
r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  f o u n d
“threatening”;  this  has  not  only
happened in the resolution of rape as
a weapon of war, but also the words
“climate change” were removed from
an  international  statement  on
protecting  the  Arctic).  [22]

While  the  struggle  over  abortion
r i g h t s  a n d  U S  g o v e r n m e n t

international aid has been a long-term
issue;  this  struggle  has  impacted  a
long-term fight over the use of rape as
a  tool  of  war.  By  no  means  a  new
phenomenon  (read  the  Iliad  on  the
division  of  the  spoils  by  the  Greeks
after the fall  of Troy if you want an
ancient  historical  discussion),  finally
getting this enshrined in international
law  under  the  auspices  of  a  UN
resolution with formal  reporting and
recording of these acts (sabotaged by
the  US,  China,  and  Russia  due  to
“administrative  costs”)  the  measures
were  completely  undermined  by  the
US  which  insisted  that  the  terms
“reproductive  and  sexual  health”  be
removed  from the  UN resolution  as
they implied that women may want to
terminate unwanted pregnancies due
to these rapes. [23] Watered down to
the  point  of  meaninglessness,
millennia  of  crimes  against  women,
struggles for recognition of this as a
war crime, become irrelevant due to
the  desire  to  remove  women’s
reproductive  rights,  their  right  to
b o d i l y  a u t o n o m y ,  f r o m  t h e
discussion. [24] This is more than the
el imination  of  words;  i t  is  the
elimination  of  the  recognition  of
women  being  demeaned  as  nothing
more than objects, as property, under
the pretext of protecting the result of
rape, an unwanted foetus.

May 12 2019

Daily Kos

May resigns and Brexit moves to the right

29 May 2019, by Alan Davies

She will resign on Friday 7 June and
the  election  campaign  for  the  Tory
party leadership will open on Monday
10  June .  She  wi l l  remain  as  a
caretaker  PM  until  this  process  is
completed,  probably  in  early  August
and  will  still  be  there  to  look  after
Trump.

There is  a frenzied race for her job
amongst  up  to  20  contenders,  with
little to indicate who is likely to win.

What  is  clear  is  that  the  right-wing
trajectory of Brexit will accelerate and
that the new leader will be a hard line
Brexiteer looking as much like Nigel
Farage  as  possible  and  pledging  to
deliver a no deal exit.

Does this make a no-deal Brexit more
likely  by  the  end  of  October,  given
that  May’s  deal  is  gone and a legal
default  is  now there for a hard line
Brexiteer  to  drive  through?  Not

necessarily.  There are two things to
consider. The first is that the issue of
the British border in Ireland will not
go away just because a new hardliner,
who is self-deluded on the issue, starts
banging  the  table  in  Brussels.  The
harsh reality is that if Britain leaves
the  EU  without  a  deal,  the  British
border in Ireland becomes the border
between the EU the UK under WTO
rules,  and  a  hard  border  becomes
inevitable  however  much  rhetoric  is
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expended to the contrary.

The second thing is how to get a no-
deal  Brexit  through  at  the  end  of
October.  It  would involve by-passing
Parliament  under  conditions  where
the  Parliamentary  arithmetic  on  all
this is unlikely to change. This would
be very difficult without splitting the
Tory Party even further and bringing
about yet another constitutional crisis,

which would result in either a general
election or a second referendum.

In other words it  is  still  possible  to
stop Brexit but Labour would be the
key. It  would involve Labour coming
o f f  the  f ence ,  end ing  ta lk  o f
negotiating their own Brexit deal, and
backing a second referendum with the
option of remain. The same applies if a
general election is called with Brexit

remaining as the central issue. Labour
must recognise that that there is no
such thing as a soft or jobs friendly
Brexit. It must appeal to the growing
remain vote as a part of a programme
based on clear anti-austerity demands:
“For the many – not the few”.

Friday 24 May

Socialist Resistance

Election Results, Trends and Political
Perspectives

27 May 2019, by Ernesto M Diaz

But  the  dangers  remain  possible.  If
the  government  that  is  formed does
not  solve  the  crisis  of  the  national-
territorial  conflict  and  the  social
problems  that  we  face,  if  this  new
government  does  not  take  decisive
measures to deal with the problems in
a radical way (going to the root of the
problem), we run the risk of a right-
wing  radicalization  that  could  be
devastating in the medium term.
The  general  results  give  important
indications:

1. The LePenization of a large part of
society  has  been  (temporarily?)
curbed;

2.  The  national-territorial  conflict
continues  to  mark  the  agenda;

3.  the  results  do  not  make  a  clear
change in the situation possible.

Popular Party
(PP): between the
neoliberal
economic recovery
and the ultra-
reactionary

turning point
Its slogan, "safe value" – opposed to
the  "uncertainty"  attributed  to  the
policies of the PSOE – was intended to
be a continuation of Mariano Rajoy’s
discourse on economic recovery. The
permanent  l ies  concerning  job
creation  at  the  time  of  the  Rajoy
governments  were  related  to  the
fantasies  of  the  Instituto  Juan  de
Mariana  –  a  neoliberal  think  tank
linked  to  the  PP  –  on  economic
recovery.  This  was  one  of  the  main
axes  of  the  electoral  campaign  of
Pablo Casado’s PP.

But  he  could  not  limit  himself  to
continuity  with  his  predecessor.  He
radicalized  the  programme,  the
discourse,  the  tone  and  the  forms,
knowing that  he  was  in  competition
with  Ciudadanos  (Cs)  and  Vox  to
occupy the space farthest to the right.
But it remains to be seen whether this
radicalization  is  not  one  of  the
e lements  tha t  has  increased
abstention  among  an  electorate
characterized  by  its  advanced  age.
Because this electoral sector was the
real "safe value" of the PP and it  is
more than likely that it was left behind
by this radical change.

Finally,  this  turnaround  did  not
convince either the really ultra-sectors
of the electorate of the PP, who see

Vox as a force in full swing, with more
nationalistic values, not having a past
as marked by corruption and able to
win also the votes of abstentionists to
awaken a real patriotic illusion.

All these elements caused a significant
leakage of votes to Cs and Vox, and
the PP has had one of its worst results.
The right-wing vote that Casado has
invoked  can  be  turned  against  him:
with such a fall in votes, the PP could
soon find itself below Cs.

It is hard to see how the PP can get
out of its present situation. But it is
more  than  possible  that  without  a
clear roadmap to strategically reorient
the party  and its  prospects,  we will
have  in  the  coming  months  other
cases  like  the  passage  of  Angel
Garrido from the PP to the Cs. And it
is  very  probable  that  the first  steps
will  be  opportunistically  taken  in
municipalities  and  regions  where
there  has  been  sharp  competition
between the right-wing forces, which
could  be  repeated  in  the  next
elect ions.

Ciudadanos: a
central task, the
competition with

http://socialistresistance.org/may-resigns-and-brexit-moves-to-the-right/17051
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article6088
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article6088
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?auteur1857


Vox
Alberto  Rivera  has  progressed  by
about  one  million  votes  since  the
general elections of 2016. But this is
below  the  result  last  December  in
Andalusia and it is less than he had
hoped.

Just  like  the  PP,  Cs  was  strongly
conditioned  by  the  irruption  of  Vox
and the predictions of its further rise,
which  were  clearly  inflated.  An
opponent  to  the  right  of  the  PP,
challenging  its  electorate,  whose
success  was  clearly  expected,  could
only  help  Rivera  to  seize  a  political
place.

And he saved his vote quite well  by
accepting  the  debate  around  Vox’s

themes  at  the  price  of  a  terribly
exaggerated  gesticulation.  He  thus
avoided  some  of  his  potent ia l
electorate turning to Vox. But he also
won part of the electorate that turned
away from the PP while believing for
the  moment  that  the  discourse  of
Abascal was excessively radical.

The moment seems to be favourable
for Ciudadanos. If this combination of
elements  persists,  if  the  PP  fails  to
reorient  itself  and if  the PSOE does
not  move  forward  in  the  domain  of
granting rights to the population, it is
likely that Cs will continue to progress
and, in a few months, replace the PP
as  the  second  political  force  of  the
country.

Since the moment is favourable for it,
it makes sense for Ciudadanos to wait
quietly without engaging in any form

of government with the PSOE. Rivera
seems  to  have  understood  this  well
and he marked it as his identity in the
campaign. He is unlikely to let himself
be carried away by the temptations of
government ,  which  would  be
justifiable only by declaring that "if it
is  not  with  me,  it  will  be  with  the
separatists, so it is better that I stop
separatism from within". But this is an
argument  that  could  only  be  used
once.

Vox: unexpected
braking, “May
dew"
The big news of the election results
was the results of Vox. [


