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A soldiers’ union is formed in Ukraine

The Confederation of Free Trade Unions of Ukraine (KVPU) has announced the creation of a new
organisation: the All-Ukrainian Union of Combatants, Military Personnel and Veterans. [1]

The trade union confederation states that “this is a historic event for the independent Ukrainian trade union
movement and the veterans’ movement, as it opens up new prospects for the systematic protection of the rights of
military personnel, veterans, combatants and their families.”

According to the union, “in the current context of large-scale war and a difficult post-war period, the social protection
of Ukraine’s defenders is of strategic importance. The unification of independent trade union structures and veterans’
organisations constitutes an essential step towards establishing a strong civil platform capable of effectively
defending the rights of those who have fought in defence of Ukraine.”

During a meeting, discussions focused on the development of joint programmes to support veterans and the families
of Ukraine’s fallen defenders, as well as on the legal and social protection of military personnel.

The President of the KVPU, Mykhailo Volynets, emphasised that the accession of the All-Ukrainian Union of
Combatants, Military Personnel and Veterans demonstrates the strengthening of Ukrainian society’s solidarity with
the military and veterans. He also stressed that modern veterans’ movements and trade unions must be
independent, strong and capable of genuinely influencing state policies on social protection and respect for workers’
rights. Veterans and military personnel must not only enjoy society’s respect, but also have effective mechanisms to
influence state policy and defend their civil rights.

The creation of this trade union for serving and former military personnel is of considerable importance, particularly
because it has emerged from the ranks of the labour movement. Once again, from the ranks of the Ukrainian army,
the banner of democracy within the armed forces is being raised, inseparable from the struggle against Russian
fascism.
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PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate
then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing
functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.

[1] Photo: Ukrainian soldiers with captured Russian tank.
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