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The 2026 West Bengal Assembly election was possibly the most important, not just for the
province of West Bengal, but with an all-India significance. The Bharatiya Janata Party and
its allies had found in the 2024 Parliamentary elections that they had gone over the peak and
were in a decline. With the bulk of India’s TV channels and much of the print media owned
by a small number of houses all aligned with dominant capitalist groups that support the
Modi government, the predictions had been for a massive BJP and NDA sweep. Some Exit
Polls even gave them close to 400 seats in the 543 member parliament. In reality the BJP won
240 seats, less than a majority, and even with all its allies it had just 293 seats. It was evident
that the fascist chariot was slowing down.
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