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War Ecology

The Palestinian Olive Council estimates that approximately one million olive trees have been
destroyed in Gaza. [1] The World Bank estimates that the war on Lebanon generated
approximately 22 million tonnes of waste. [2]

These devastating environmental effects of war go hand in hand with the human toll. Although some of it is
‘incidental’, much of the damage is deliberate. People’s quality of life is closely tied to the health of the land they live
on. In Palestine, the genocide is accompanied by ecocide—the scale and long-lasting effects of the ecological
damage caused by the Israeli state will continue to make Palestinian lives difficult for decades.

Environmental impact
A recent study of the first 15 months of Israel’s attacks on Gaza estimated greenhouse gas emissions more than the
annual emissions of Costa Rica and Estonia combined, attributed largely to the aerial and ground bombardment of
Gaza and weapons transport from the US and Europe. [3] The largest portion of emissions has yet to materialise and
will come from rebuilding the destroyed areas. This destruction itself is currently estimated at over 60 million tonnes
of debris, eight million of which are potentially hazardous waste from industrial sites, destroyed solar panels, and
asbestos in old buildings. [4]

The infrastructure damage, including to sewage and water pipes and treatment plants, has also led to the
contamination of Gaza’s natural water reserves, with likely contamination of marine and coastal areas as well. [5] The
damage to plant life and soil also affects the land’s ability to absorb water and raises the risk of floods.

Soil, in turn, is at the heart of environmental health. Aside from structural damage and compaction, the contaminants
left behind by bombs and other military equipment affect future plant life in that region. In south Lebanon, Israel’s
attacks included widespread use of white phosphorus—a toxic and flammable substance that can remain active for
weeks. [6] In addition to its direct human harms, such as skin burns, confusion, or stomach aches, it also poisons the
soil, limiting its ability to support plant or animal life and making it difficult to cultivate.

Agricultural impact
The ecological damage of war includes the destruction and contamination of soil, water, and air. The result is that the
post-war environment loses much of its biodiversity and ability to sustain even human life. This is crucial in regions
like Gaza and south Lebanon, where agriculture is the lifeblood of many families.

In Gaza, farms and orchards covered around 47% of its total land area before October 7th. [7] A recent geospatial
assessment found that less than 5% of Gaza’s cropland remains available for cultivation, with over 80% of cropland
now damaged or inaccessible.[8] Olive trees, on which more than ten thousand families depend, have been
decimated: the Israeli military directly bulldozed many groves, some became inaccessible and died due to lack of
water and fertiliser, and some had to be cut down for firewood out of necessity. Over 80% of agricultural wells have
also been damaged. [8]
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Ecocide
In Palestine, the scale of the damage, both in the size of the affected area and in the long-term impact, has been
described as ‘ecocide’.[7] The term is used to denote deliberate and widespread environmental destruction, to
contrast it with ‘collateral’ damage and underscore the harm done to these ecosystems and their ability to support
human life.

Alongside the genocide, in which over 67,000 Palestinians have been killed, the environmental destruction will make
life difficult in Gaza for generations to come and likely lead to the death of many more. The restrictions on
humanitarian aid access alongside the destruction of water resources, wildlife, and cropland have led to Gaza’s
entire population becoming food insecure, with high rates of malnutrition and more than half a million people in
famine. [9] The lack of resources has also forced people to resort to practices like burning plastic for warmth. This,
alongside the collapse of sewage and waste disposal infrastructure and the rise in landfills, has all led to severe
health and environmental harms.
 Ecosocialism

War, capitalism, and the climate crisis are not independent of each other and should not be fought against as such.
Israel’s attacks on Palestine contribute to climate change and simultaneously make Palestinians more vulnerable to
the impacts of climate change. Alongside the imposed restrictions and destruction of food and water resources,
Palestinians are also experiencing rising heat and drought levels. [10]

The war on Gaza is estimated to have cost the equivalent of nearly 2 million tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions, and
the rebuilding of Gaza’s infrastructure is expected to cost another 29 million. In Ukraine, the third year estimate is at
230 million tonnes, the equivalent of the annual emissions of Austria, Hungary, Czech Republic and Slovakia
combined. [11] At a time when Earth’s ecosystems are already at risk, most governments have not taken action on
emissions, and temperatures continue to rise [12], the environmental destruction and carbon footprint of war further
endanger planetary health.

Climate change and war, in turn, disproportionately impact working class people. [13] In the most straightforward
sense, as food, shelter, and healthcare become scarce, their costs rise and health issues spread. Workers are also
forced into precarious, unsustainable, or dangerous work, or into high-risk migration. In Sudan, violent conflict and
desertification form parts of a vicious cycle that has displaced a third of Sudanese farmers, further exacerbating
resource shortages and desertification. [14]

The impact of war and genocide on human life is immediately visible but slower and quieter ecological violence also
threatens people’s survival. Many years ago, Israel banned Palestinians from foraging for zaatar (wild thyme) and
akkoub (thistle-like plant), two native staples of the Palestinian diet, aiming to undermine a cultural connection to the
land and restrict another food and income source. In the Arctic, the loss of ice and changing weather patterns
threaten food security and Inuit practices such as preserving fish in the ground. [15] Human life and wellbeing are
inseparable from our surrounding environment. The impact of environmental destruction on human life and the
deliberate destruction and alienation of the environment as a tactic of imperialist and capitalist wars highlight the
necessity of linking the workers’, anti-war, and climate change movements in the fight for ecosocialism.

5 April 2026

Source: Rupture.
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PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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