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Beyond the Headlines: Why Iran’s Protest Wave Can’t Be Reduced to One Name

As Iran’s new wave of nationwide protests enters its 12th day [1]—and as reports of a
widespread internet blackout since last night circulate—an old debate has returned to the center of
political discussion with new speed: are “calls to action” from political figures driving the streets,
or are they mainly an attempt to ride a movement that is already happening?

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.

[1] 28 December 2025 to 12 January 2026, see the map showing the cities where protests are taking place
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