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Decolonisation now in Kanaky!

A statement on the position of the new French government and statein relation to the
extraordinary mobilisation of the people of Kanaky was expected in the general policy speech
of the French prime minister Michel Barnier on 1 October.

Since 13 May, the date on which a law to unfreeze the electorate was presented and then voted on, the territory
known as ‘New Caledonia’ has been living under an emergency regime, despite months of growing mobilisation and
attempts by the pro-independence movement to hold discussions. The vote, which was presented as a democratic
enlargement, shredded all the commitments made by the French state since 1988 and the hopes of the Kanak
people to finally decide for themselves, completely independent of the interests of French imperialism.

The uprising was such that it prevented President Macron from carrying through with his hasty policy and having the
Congress, in which he would have had a majority, vote to ratify this umpteenth hold-up of democracy. And the
dissolution, followed by the governmental vacancy, imposed a de facto suspension.

In the end, the prime minister announced what reflects the balance of power on the ground. The social crisis resulting
from the paralysis of economic activities by roadblocks and angry demonstrations, as well as the election of the
pro-independence Emmanuel Tjibaou to the National Assembly, dictated the announcement of the abandonment of
the implementation of the law that had been passed and the postponement of the provincial elections that were to
implement it. [1]

This is a first victory for the mobilisation of the people of Kanaky which the NPA-I'Anticapitaliste welcomes. It calls for
follow-up action.

Firstly, the immediate and unconditional release of the hundreds of Kanak political prisoners, starting with the CCAT
leaders deported to France. Secondly, independent investigations to establish the truth and bring justice to the young
Kanaks murdered by the police and militias. As long as the right to self-determination is not implemented, it is not up
to the people to pay the consequences of a situation caused by the authoritarianism of
Macron-Darmanin-Backés-Metzdorf! Tens of thousands of people are unemployed: we need to compensate for the
loss of wages and infrastructure instead of letting the misery deepen!

And of course there is an urgent need to resume the process of decolonisation. The time of the colonies must come
to an end!

9 October 2024

Translated by International Viewpoint from [’Anticapitaliste.

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate
then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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[1] Le Monde, 1 October 2024 “Nouvelle-Calédonie : Michel Barnier acte le report des élections pour apaiser une « crise d’'une gravité

exceptionnelle »”.
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