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Pensions: this Saturday 11 February in the streets! Strikes and blockades until total withdrawal!

Yesterday [Monday 6 February], the debate on pension reform opened in the National
Assembly in a tense atmosphere, while many employees were on strike and in the streets
today.

After declaring that the proposed pension age of 64 was non-negotiable, the Prime Minister, Elisabeth Borne, 
seemed weakened, even more so with the Dussopt affair that has just broken out.  [Dussopt is the minister in charge
of Pensions reform and is being investigated for giving favours to a private water company - Tr.]

Totally illegitimate, without a real majority, Borne had to concede an extension of the “long career” scheme allowing
earlier pensions to those who started working between 20 and 21 years of age. . Big deal! Such manoeuvres that do
not change the substance of the reform actually show us that the parliamentary debate will not result in a victory for
our social camp, that is to say, the total withdrawal of this regressive bill.

It is of course on the streets and closing down the country that we must count on to make the government back
down, to obtain the withdrawal of this counter-reform. Indeed we should be aiming to return to a pension age of 60
years with 37,5 years of service. Today the strikers and demonstrators were perhaps a little less numerous, but the
anger is intact and the mobilization of working people is very strong in many cities of France, and at least equal to
January 19th, which was hailed as a historic day. 10,000 people marched in Quimper, 45,000 in Nantes, 80,000 in
Toulouse, 12,000 in Bayonne, 15,000 in Amiens, 27,000 in Grenoble, 8,000 in Laval, 25,000 in Rennes, 10,000 in
Orleans, 15,000 in Cherbourg, 50,000 in Bordeaux, etc.
 This Saturday, February 11th,  demonstrations must be massive, because in the streets, together, we regain
confidence  in our collective force and capacity to resist resignation and defeat anti-social policies.

A good turn-out is not sufficient, we need a strategy to win. With repeated days of mobilization, there is a risk that
strikers will run out of steam in these difficult days at the end of the month, when each day of strike action costs
more. We cannot start a long-distance race without a real battle plan.

To win, we must continue to organize,  to put maximum pressure by blocking the economy. We need to prepare now
for March 8th and draw up a calendar to build a strike movement that can be extended day by day. We must get
support from all parts of society. all the support; to fill the Strike funds should be built up. Links across sectors are
needed.  Local demonstrations are important.  In order to help with this, it is also necessary that the left in the
industrial, social and political movements is united
 After three days of powerful strikes and demonstrations (19, 31 January and 7 February), winning the second round
of the fight is within our reach.

This is only the beginning...

Montreuil,
 Tuesday, February 7, 2023

Translated by Anti*Capitalist Resistance
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Pensions: this Saturday 11 February in the streets! Strikes and blockades until total withdrawal!

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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