
Trump reveals the real reasons behind the war on Venezuela

https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article9321

USA-Venezuela

Trump reveals the real reasons

behind the war on Venezuela
- IV Online magazine -  2025 -  IVP611 - December 2025 - 

Publication date: Sunday 21 December 2025

Copyright © International Viewpoint - online socialist magazine - All rights

reserved

Copyright © International Viewpoint - online socialist magazine Page 1/5

https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article9321
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article9321


Trump reveals the real reasons behind the war on Venezuela

Venezuela and its people are the first direct victims of the "Trump Corollary to the Monroe
Doctrine." This war, which has already been declared, is not against drug trafficking or the
Maduro regime, but rather for oil and rare earth minerals, military bases, information, and
misgovernment. All democratic, progressive, popular, and leftist forces must denounce and
confront the US offensive against Venezuela, which in no way means defending the Maduro
government.

"America First" is the expression that sums up the neo-fascist and neo-colonial attitude of present-day US
imperialism. Trump's declaration on Tuesday, December 16, 2025, is a radical deepening of the imperialist offensive
against Venezuela. It no longer wants to "go after drug cartels" or bring about a simple regime change, but demands
absolute US control of Venezuelan oil, demanding the "return of territories" – which is nothing more than changing
the condition of dependence to a neocolonial territorial relationship. The US is threatening to annex part or all of
Venezuelan territory, something unprecedented and of dramatic significance.

In November 2025, the Trump administration published a document entitled National Security Strategy, in which it
defined its priorities, emphases, purposes, and course of action. Reviving and relaunching the Monroe Doctrine, this
document is a roadmap for the political moment of building a global capitalist reordering, in which the United States
needs to consolidate its power.

The new world order that is struggling to emerge is incredibly capitalist and militaristic, and the United States aspires
not only to be part of it, but to remain the hegemonic nation. In this realignment, control of energy and inputs for
innovation (oil, uranium, lithium, rare earths) play a central role.

The Trump administration has clearly defined its territorial priorities in what it calls the Western Hemisphere, a kind of
expanded border that includes all of Latin America and the Caribbean, Canada, and Greenland.  In this scenario,
Venezuela acquires strategic value due to its mineral wealth—the largest oil reserves, potential for rare earths in the
southern/Orinoco region, biodiversity, water, and genetic reserves—as well as its privileged military location in
northern South America, south of the Caribbean with a coastline on the Atlantic, and a few kilometers from the
Panama Canal, which allows it access to the Pacific. The United States does not want to share these privileges with
China, Russia, or any emerging nation. In other words, Venezuela is a target for the Americans, as stated in the
Trump Doctrine. This is an unprecedented violation of territorial and political sovereignty.

To achieve this, since August 2025, the most impressive military and troop deployment known in the region for
decades has been generated. The attack on fishing boats, accused of being drug mules, has been the tragic melody
of the presentation of its offensive against Venezuela, which is intensifying every day. The intervention in Venezuelan
airspace, with a NOTAM issued by the US air traffic authority and Trump's direct presidential order to ban flights to
the country, was escalated with the maritime piracy of the capture and confiscation of an oil tanker. On December 16,
Donald Trump himself declared that he demands Venezuela "return oil, land, and other assets to the United States."
In other words, he has publicly declared his decision to seize oil reserves and his desire to directly colonize part of
Venezuelan territory.

This can only be achieved through direct military occupation of the territory, establishing military bases. But he wants
to do so at the lowest possible cost in terms of the loss of American soldiers' lives, operational expenses, and
political impact. Therefore, the decision to confiscate all oil tankers not authorized by the US Treasury Department is
another escalation to suffocate Maduro's government and create the conditions for its downfall, either through
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internal implosion, a coup d'état from within Maduro's own camp to initiate a transition agreed upon in the terms of
the National Security Strategy. Or as a result of a "surgical operation" that would allow the Edmundo González
Urrutia-María Corina Machado duo to take power. The economic suffocation of the country seems to be the ideal tool
to bring any of these colonial initiatives to fruition. We would be talking about the risk of unprecedented famine for the
Venezuelan population.

The establishment of US military bases on Venezuelan territory would allow the US to establish a colonial
relationship close to oil reserves, ensuring exclusive access to them. In a country like Venezuela, where even its
historical ally Rómulo Betancourt did not accept the establishment of US military bases on its territory due to the
effects that Venezuelan nationalism would have on the electoral will of the people, this can only be achieved through
a long and chaotic transition—one that prolongs and, incredible as it may seem, tes the misery and tragedy of the
material living conditions experienced by the population during the Maduro period, something that is becoming
increasingly clear in the US offensive.

The immediate collateral damage is being felt in Cuba, which is unable to receive Venezuelan aid in the form of fuel
and oil for its economy and the maintenance of its electrical system. The United States is betting on a domino effect
in the region, which will produce the "carom" of displacing the governments of Caracas, Havana, and Managua in
one fell swoop.  In other words, the positioning is for total control of the so-called Western Hemisphere.

Additionally, using the latest technological advances in data capture and processing, the United States is moving
forward with the implementation of a predictive control regime by having extremely valuable information on the
behavior of the population (of the Western Hemisphere in general and Venezuela in particular) in response to its
military deployment in the southern Caribbean. That is why it generates rumors and counter-information on social
media every day, to elicit responses from the population, which it can then segment and classify in order to construct
its scenarios for action.

We are experiencing the first regional military offensive with technology, techniques, and purposes typical of the
fourth industrial revolution, which makes it extremely difficult to interpret using the paradigmatic keys of the first three
industrial revolutions.

The impossible transition
María Corina Machado has undisputed leadership among the Venezuelan population, even in sectors that historically
supported Chavismo. This is largely due to Maduro, who, in his eagerness to polarize in order to prevent the
consolidation of a left-wing opposition, has played the game that suits MCM best. But socially rooted leadership is not
the same as the ability to govern, especially if the diagnosis of the Venezuelan crisis and the path to overcoming it is
wrong.

MCM's bet is on promoting an illiberal government that will continue and deepen the neoliberal policies applied by
Maduro, especially those implemented since 2018. Its strategy of absolute liberalization of the market economy as a
formula for generating employment turns its back on the central problem facing Venezuelans in the short term: wages
and the return of minimally decent material living conditions. The "post-Maduro bonanza" of an economy without
sanctions is seen by MCM in terms of privatization , labor flexibility, and attracting international capital, which is only
possible by keeping wages low.

The United States knows this, which is why its commitment to a transition via González-Machado is to pave the way
for a long and chaotic transition that will allow it to establish its openly colonial relationship with Venezuelan territory
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and wealth. In fact, MCM has repeatedly stated that the "recovery of Venezuela" will require deeper levels of
cooperation with the United States.

The miscalculations of Madurismo
Maduroism's anti-imperialism is limited by its survival in power. Maduroism is not leftist, much less revolutionary.
Since the war in Ukraine, it has sought a strategic agreement with the United States, trading oil in exchange for
remaining in power. The problem is that now the Trump administration wants to go much further.

Maduro's government has been a disaster for the Venezuelan people and working class. Not only in terms of wages
and material living conditions, but also in terms of restrictions on basic democratic freedoms, such as the right to
express opinions, freedom of expression, the possibility of organizing autonomously in unions and political parties,
territorial roots, and comprehensive human development. Maduro has been a terminator of the advances made
during the Chavista period and a deepener of its mistakes. No Venezuelan alive has known a worse government
than Maduro's.

Amid these conditions of imperialist offensive, Maduro continues with his authoritarian line of action and the survival
of the new bourgeoisie he represents. An imperialist offensive such as the one unleashed since August 2025 in the
southern Caribbean can only be confronted with a large national anti-imperialist front resulting from a minimum
nationalist consensus, but this requires reversing his own policies, freeing political prisoners — who include social,
progressive, and leftist leaders — a general amnesty for all those prosecuted, imprisoned, and subject to restrictive
measures, the return of political parties to their legitimate members, and a reorientation of dwindling national
revenues toward wages and salaries.

But Maduro has done the opposite, deepening repression, increasing the number of detainees and those prosecuted,
deepening the fall in wages and the concentration of wealth in a few hands. He does the opposite of what logic
demands, because his commitment is not to the people but to sustaining a model of accumulation that favors the
rich.

Maduro's rhetoric does not correspond to what is happening socially. For ordinary citizens, the US attack is
fundamentally against Maduro, and there is no reason to defend him. Given this situation, the desperation to survive
has led large sections of the population to believe that Maduro's departure, by any means, would be the beginning of
a recovery from the oppressive situation in which they live. For the general population, the US National Security
Strategy is of little importance, because Maduro has destroyed their hope for a better tomorrow.

This is a complex situation for nationalist and progressive forces and those who have not renounced their leftist
identity, refusing to place themselves under the leadership of EGU-MCM. What is significant is that the country is
currently experiencing, from the world of labor and the working class, initiatives for depolarization based on the
construction of a minimum program for the defense of wages and basic democratic freedoms. The question is
whether there will be enough time to build an autonomous pole for another possible transition.

What should be done?
Continue to bet on (and work for) the constitution of an autonomous political pole of workers, unreservedly supporting
initiatives such as the formation on December 12 of the Unitary Agreement of six trade union centers, federations,
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guilds, and unions for the rescue of wages. An event like this, amid military tensions in the Caribbean, speaks to the
instinct of the working class in the face of any scenario in the short and medium term.

In addition, the campaign for a General Amnesty must be intensified, to free all those detained, prosecuted, and
subjected to restrictive measures, paving the way for multiple voices to come together to reflect on national
sovereignty in times of imperialist attack. Demand the return of parties, unions, and union federations to their
legitimate representations.

Any differences with Maduro, political parties, or personalities cannot serve as an excuse for not developing authentic
anti-imperialism, based on the interests of the working class. All democratic, progressive, popular, and leftist forces
must denounce and confront the US offensive against Venezuela, which in no way means defending the Maduro
government. The departure of Madurismo must be a decision and process of the Venezuelan people, led by its
working class. In this sense, these are days of promoting an anti-imperialist policy without hesitation or doubt.

Whether facing Maduro, EGU-MCM, or any other government, the working class must defend its autonomy and
reaffirm that only its capacity for struggle will allow it to emerge from the current crisis. We revolutionaries must
humbly and decisively contribute to this cause and direction.

16 December 2025
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