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Syriza’s victory seen by a dockworker, union leader from the Port of Piraeus

FolÂ­lowÂ­ing the colÂ­lapse of the Greek econÂ­omy, the memÂ­oÂ­ranÂ­dum with the
troika included a proÂ­viÂ­sion to sell off profÂ­itable state-owned comÂ­paÂ­nies to pay
back loans to forÂ­eign lenders, resultÂ­ing in the parÂ­tial priÂ­vaÂ­tiÂ­zaÂ­tion of the
Port of Piraeus, Greece’s largest port, where ChiÂ­nese state-owned shipÂ­ping company
COSCO now holds the conÂ­cesÂ­sion for two conÂ­tainer terÂ­miÂ­nals. Since that time,
dockÂ­workÂ­ers have waged a milÂ­iÂ­tant and susÂ­tained strugÂ­gle, with strong local
alliances in Piraeus and interÂ­naÂ­tional supÂ­port from dockÂ­workÂ­ers around
Europe, to return the port to full pubÂ­lic ownÂ­erÂ­ship and improve the poor workÂ­ing
conÂ­diÂ­tions at the priÂ­vaÂ­tized COSCO terÂ­miÂ­nals.

GiorÂ­gos Gogos is a Greek dockÂ­worker and union leader from the Port of Piraeus. A memÂ­ber of SYRIZA, he is
active at the regional and union levÂ­els of the party and is engaged in local orgaÂ­nizÂ­ing efforts in Piraeus, the
large urban indusÂ­trial area surÂ­roundÂ­ing the port outÂ­side of Athens. Katy Fox-Hodess is a docÂ­toral
stuÂ­dent in SociÂ­olÂ­ogy at the UniÂ­verÂ­sity of CalÂ­iÂ­forÂ­nia, BerkeÂ­ley writÂ­ing her disÂ­serÂ­taÂ­tion on
interÂ­naÂ­tional solÂ­iÂ­darÂ­ity among dockÂ­workÂ­ers’ unions. She spoke with Gogos on JanÂ­uÂ­ary 31
folÂ­lowÂ­ing the recent elecÂ­tion in Greece

Katy Fox-Hodess: How have peoÂ­ple in your comÂ­muÂ­nity reacted to the elecÂ­tion results?

GiorÂ­gos Gogos: GenÂ­erÂ­ally, it was accepted with great enthuÂ­siÂ­asm by many peoÂ­ple, not only by those
who voted for SYRIZA but other peoÂ­ple who traÂ­diÂ­tionÂ­ally belonged to other parÂ­ties and couldn’t escape
from those comÂ­mitÂ­ments. EveryÂ­body I think was sayÂ­ing, ok, let’s see what this new route is like and we have
to try, someÂ­how, a new way of approachÂ­ing the whole problem.

K: When you say other parÂ­ties, you mean PASOK and the ComÂ­muÂ­nist Party?

G: PASOK and New DemocÂ­racy, mostly. From the ComÂ­muÂ­nist Party, anyÂ­way, I don’t have many
acquainÂ­tances, but I think that peoÂ­ple who don’t belong to the structure of the party, who are not memÂ­bers of
the party, accept this elecÂ­tion result with relief. In the beginÂ­ning, we can say there was a negÂ­aÂ­tive
reacÂ­tion, they were quesÂ­tionÂ­ing the posÂ­siÂ­bilÂ­ity of co-governing with ANEL, the IndeÂ­penÂ­dent Greeks,
that is actuÂ­ally a popÂ­ulist right-wing party, though all of their disÂ­course is actuÂ­ally quite anti-Troika,
anti-memorandum. But I think after the forÂ­maÂ­tion of the new govÂ­ernÂ­ment, the new elected govÂ­ernÂ­ment,
many peoÂ­ple realÂ­ize that there is going to have to be cooperÂ­aÂ­tion within the govÂ­ernÂ­ment. The new
govÂ­ernÂ­ment has been quite coherÂ­ent and we have the first announceÂ­ments from sevÂ­eral minÂ­isÂ­ters
conÂ­firmÂ­ing to the peoÂ­ple that the main guideÂ­lines of the pre-election proÂ­gram are going to be
impleÂ­mented at once.

K: What has the reacÂ­tion been in the port?

G: In the port, we were really happy, espeÂ­cially after hearÂ­ing the first announcements by the new MinÂ­isÂ­ter of
MarÂ­itime Affairs. He reconÂ­firmed that the privaÂ­tiÂ­zaÂ­tion process of all ports, but espeÂ­cially the Port of
Piraeus and the Port of ThessaÂ­loniki, will stop.

K: One of the first announceÂ­ments SYRIZA made after the elecÂ­tion was about stopÂ­ping the
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priÂ­vaÂ­tiÂ­zaÂ­tion of the ports. Why do you think SYRIZA has made this such a priÂ­orÂ­ity and why is it
imporÂ­tant to fight for pubÂ­lic ports?

G: You know we are sayÂ­ing in the port that everyÂ­one who was against the dockÂ­workÂ­ers in Piraeus port lost
power, lost the govÂ­ernÂ­ment, they were elimÂ­iÂ­nated, so don’t fight against us. Ok, so this is a very macho
explaÂ­naÂ­tion, it’s not politÂ­iÂ­cal. For SYRIZA, priÂ­vaÂ­tiÂ­zaÂ­tion in genÂ­eral is someÂ­thing that’s not
acceptÂ­able. The priÂ­vaÂ­tiÂ­zaÂ­tion that was going on very, very quickly was the priÂ­vaÂ­tiÂ­zaÂ­tion of the
ports, and espeÂ­cially the Port of Piraeus. So I think that it was symÂ­bolic, and at the same time, an imporÂ­tant
mesÂ­sage, that we’re not going to priÂ­vaÂ­tize. And of course, it’s very imporÂ­tant that Piraeus port workÂ­ers
and dockÂ­workÂ­ers have shown their deterÂ­miÂ­naÂ­tion, their devoÂ­tion to defend the pubÂ­lic port.

First of all, it’s a strateÂ­gic point for a counÂ­try such as Greece, not only because of the many islands that
conÂ­nect the peoÂ­ple livÂ­ing there and travÂ­elÂ­ing there, not only because it’s the main gate of ingoÂ­ing and
outÂ­goÂ­ing cargo and goods. It’s also because when a state-owned comÂ­pany passes to priÂ­vate investors, the
priÂ­vate investors care only for their profÂ­its and nothÂ­ing else. So the people’s transÂ­portaÂ­tion needs will not
be served. Apart from this, it affects the sociÂ­ety and the econÂ­omy in genÂ­eral. It was and it will be profÂ­itable. It
didn’t have losses in any year over the past fifty years. And a govÂ­ernÂ­ment like SYRIZA needs profÂ­itable
pubÂ­lic entiÂ­ties so as to redisÂ­tribÂ­ute the pubÂ­lic wealth. Apart from this, our jobs would be lost, our labor
rights and the orgaÂ­niÂ­zaÂ­tion of our job would be chalÂ­lenged and in danÂ­ger, and it’s affectÂ­ing our
famÂ­iÂ­lies, so we are fightÂ­ing also for our jobs and for our children.

K: Are you optiÂ­mistic that SYRIZA will be sucÂ­cessÂ­ful in this process of conÂ­fronting COSCO and the
troika and stopÂ­ping the process of port privatizations?

G: SYRIZA will be strong only if they will remain comÂ­mitÂ­ted to the pre-elections program. In addiÂ­tion to this,
they need the supÂ­port of the peoÂ­ple and sociÂ­ety. For examÂ­ple, of course we are sure that they are going to
have presÂ­sure from abroad, from China and from the EuroÂ­pean Union and from the troika and from memÂ­ber
states in Europe. But all this presÂ­sure will be less effecÂ­tive if peoÂ­ple stand with the deciÂ­sions of the
govÂ­ernÂ­ment. One of the first things that Alexis Tsipras said yesterday to [Eurogroup Chair] DijsÂ­selÂ­bloem was
that he wants to do things differently than the peoÂ­ple who were in power before him. He said he wants to folÂ­low
the comÂ­mitÂ­ments that he made to the peoÂ­ple. It’s imporÂ­tant to hear that from a leader, the Prime
MinÂ­isÂ­ter, to say that he will folÂ­low the proÂ­gram that he showed to the peoÂ­ple and was voted for. This way,
they canÂ­not reverse their plans or in case they have to reverse their plans, they will have to ask for the opinÂ­ion of
the peoÂ­ple and the sociÂ­ety first.

I have trust in my comÂ­rades in SYRIZA. And I have trust not only that they will be accountÂ­able but that they will
folÂ­low what they have been sayÂ­ing. I have trust that they have received the mesÂ­sage from sociÂ­ety, which
says go do what you have told us you will do. Of course, we know that as a union, we have our autonÂ­omy, we are
not going to folÂ­low someÂ­thing that a memÂ­ber of SYRIZA says or a minÂ­isÂ­ter of SYRIZA says – we have a
very healthy coopÂ­erÂ­aÂ­tion and an honÂ­est one.

K: Is it imporÂ­tant for the union and for the coaliÂ­tion in Piraeus to conÂ­tinue to orgaÂ­nize and be
mobiÂ­lized to proÂ­vide presÂ­sure from below for SYRIZA to keep its promises?

G: Of course. OrgaÂ­niÂ­zaÂ­tion and mobiÂ­lizaÂ­tion of the union in genÂ­eral, and espeÂ­cially in a secÂ­tor like
ours, is a necesÂ­sity and a preÂ­conÂ­diÂ­tion for anyÂ­thing you want to do at any time. No matÂ­ter which party’s
in power, no matÂ­ter what the deciÂ­sions are. Until now, all the deciÂ­sions have been negÂ­aÂ­tive for the unions
– it’s the first time in Greece we face someÂ­thing pro-labor, anti-privatization and so on. But we still want to be
mobiÂ­lized. We don’t want peoÂ­ple to remain on their couches, but instead we want to be on alert in order to
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proÂ­mote our demands so that they will not disÂ­apÂ­point us. And we want to proÂ­mote our demands and the
deciÂ­sions of the govÂ­ernÂ­ment that the European Union or other counÂ­tries do not accept and are
presÂ­surÂ­ing the Greek government to back down on. And already we have started to have this disÂ­cusÂ­sion
among ourÂ­selves. EveryÂ­body was happy all this week, it was the first time we were laughÂ­ing after the
announceÂ­ment of the new govÂ­ernÂ­ment, but at the same time, or the next day, we were startÂ­ing to talk about
it, to say, now we have a govÂ­ernÂ­ment that says no to priÂ­vaÂ­tiÂ­zaÂ­tion, but in case they are presÂ­sured by
Europe to sacÂ­riÂ­fice the ports, what are we going to do? We’re going to stand outÂ­side of the door of the
Maritime Affairs MinÂ­istry and our port, and we will conÂ­tinue our fight.

K: The same day that SYRIZA announced it would stop the port priÂ­vaÂ­tiÂ­zaÂ­tion process, they also
announced that they would rehire the cleanÂ­ers from the MinÂ­istry of Finance and thouÂ­sands of
peoÂ­ple who were illeÂ­gally fired from the pubÂ­lic secÂ­tor. What is the sigÂ­nifÂ­iÂ­cance of
priÂ­orÂ­iÂ­tizÂ­ing these decisions?

G: It’s very symÂ­bolic, first of all, because this group of women were very milÂ­iÂ­tant, very active, and very much
present in every strugÂ­gle takÂ­ing place in Athens. So it’s very symÂ­bolic and a very good examÂ­ple, not in all
senses because they made certain misÂ­takes in my opinÂ­ion, and we have some othÂ­ers who can say a lot of
things, but they still remain like heroes. But I don’t like to use the word hero because you put a hero over there and
you forÂ­get him and you are doing bullÂ­shit on the other side. So they’re peoÂ­ple like us, they were women like us
and they were very devoted to their strugÂ­gle. So it’s very imporÂ­tant for SYRIZA to supÂ­port them and to solve
their probÂ­lem. It encourÂ­ages other unions to be this devoted.

K: What is the sigÂ­nifÂ­iÂ­cance of the elecÂ­tion for workÂ­ers and unions in Greece in general?

G: It’s the highÂ­est moment of democÂ­racy. This is a moment in which all of us are called to choose who is going
to repÂ­reÂ­sent us and supÂ­port and defend our rights and our posiÂ­tions. We are not afraid of elecÂ­tions. On
the conÂ­trary, I think Greek peoÂ­ple should be asked more freÂ­quently. For examÂ­ple, it is
conÂ­stiÂ­tuÂ­tionÂ­ally perÂ­misÂ­siÂ­ble to have refÂ­erÂ­enÂ­dums, so I think the new govÂ­ernÂ­ment will use
this process and will mobilize peoÂ­ple in this way to be parÂ­ticÂ­iÂ­pants and not an audiÂ­ence. This is
imporÂ­tant. It needs time. It’s not a matÂ­ter that will change in one or two or five years. But if a left govÂ­ernÂ­ment
can remain powÂ­erÂ­ful for more than five years, for two govÂ­ernÂ­menÂ­tal cycles, and build strong
founÂ­daÂ­tions, it will change the our menÂ­talÂ­ity as citÂ­iÂ­zens. We believe in this because as a trade union, we
use elecÂ­tions freÂ­quently, we have collecÂ­tive deciÂ­sion makÂ­ing processes.

K: Do you believe SYRIZA will priÂ­orÂ­iÂ­tize reversÂ­ing the anti-labor legÂ­isÂ­laÂ­tion of the last
govÂ­ernÂ­ment, which tarÂ­geted colÂ­lecÂ­tive barÂ­gainÂ­ing and unions?

G: It’s one of the first things they say they are going to cure. They are going to reverse all of these negÂ­aÂ­tive laws
which preÂ­vent colÂ­lecÂ­tive barÂ­gainÂ­ing and return all the laws that were proÂ­tecÂ­tive to the less
powÂ­erÂ­ful part of the marÂ­ket, which is labor and not the employÂ­ers. It’s a comÂ­mitÂ­ment and I think it’s one
of the first laws they are going to reverse.

K: What is your opinÂ­ion on the alliance between SYRIZA and ANEL?

G: In the beginÂ­ning, I was quite skepÂ­tiÂ­cal. But the majorÂ­ity of 149 MP’s gives them the opporÂ­tuÂ­nity to
have a role in this govÂ­ernÂ­ment. Greek sociÂ­ety in genÂ­eral is not so proÂ­gresÂ­sive. A big perÂ­centÂ­age of
Greek sociÂ­ety is quite conÂ­serÂ­vÂ­aÂ­tive, not only in its way of thinkÂ­ing, in its way of actÂ­ing, but in its way
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of approachÂ­ing sevÂ­eral issues, for examÂ­ple, sexÂ­ual oriÂ­enÂ­taÂ­tion or human rights conÂ­cernÂ­ing
immiÂ­grants. These are issues that many Greek peoÂ­ple are not in favor of. They are quite conÂ­serÂ­vÂ­aÂ­tive.
The vast majorÂ­ity of Greek peoÂ­ple are not so reliÂ­gious, but quite attached to the traÂ­diÂ­tion conÂ­nected to
the OrthoÂ­dox church. The oath that the new Prime MinÂ­isÂ­ter, Tsipras, gave was politÂ­iÂ­cal, with respect to the
leader of the Greek church, sayÂ­ing that I’m going to give a politÂ­iÂ­cal oath but also I want your good wishes for
this govÂ­ernÂ­ment to go on. It sends a mesÂ­sage. So you need a conÂ­serÂ­vÂ­aÂ­tive party that can supÂ­port
you in this strugÂ­gle, in the comÂ­mon fight against the memÂ­oÂ­ranÂ­dum poliÂ­cies, and after that, I think the
Greek peoÂ­ple will realÂ­ize that recÂ­ogÂ­nizÂ­ing, for examÂ­ple, the marÂ­riage between LGBT peoÂ­ple, it’s not
cruÂ­cial, you’re not going to be affected, you’re not going to be infected, it’s a human right. So you are more
powÂ­erÂ­ful havÂ­ing a conservative party in this and havÂ­ing already some time, a year, six months in power, and
havÂ­ing shown that you believe in what you are sayÂ­ing and you fight for it and you want to impleÂ­ment it. It’s
imporÂ­tant to have a conÂ­serÂ­vÂ­aÂ­tive audiÂ­ence in such a govÂ­ernÂ­ment so as to transÂ­mit some ideas.
It’s more clever, let’s say, to have them inside, and honÂ­est, in the sense that you can say to them, for examÂ­ple,
ok guys, we have a probÂ­lem with some thouÂ­sands of kids that are born here in Greece, their parents were
citÂ­iÂ­zens of other counÂ­tries and they have no citÂ­iÂ­zenÂ­ship, but they are Greeks, they are brought up here,
they have been taught in Greek schools, they are our children’s friends, so we should give them citÂ­iÂ­zenÂ­ship,
they are Greek people.

K: So you are sayÂ­ing that havÂ­ing ANEL in the coaliÂ­tion forces SYRIZA to try to speak to and
conÂ­vince peoÂ­ple on the right?

G: Yes, Yes. And I think it’s the best vehiÂ­cle to minÂ­iÂ­mize conÂ­serÂ­vatism in Greece. Maybe what I’m
sayÂ­ing is too romanÂ­tic and has no politÂ­iÂ­cal explaÂ­naÂ­tion, but it’s my perÂ­sonal impresÂ­sion. I’ve seen
this in my union. Some conÂ­serÂ­vÂ­aÂ­tive peoÂ­ple have seen memÂ­bers of our union, left guys, who are
comÂ­mitÂ­ted and hard-working, and through their examÂ­ple, they are perÂ­suaded that no matÂ­ter if you left
wing or right wing, when someÂ­body is fightÂ­ing for someÂ­thing that is right, and if they trust you more and they
are conÂ­vinced but you voted for SYRIZA, it’s ok. If you want to make bread, you put in flour and water and you mix
it together and after that you have bread. This process I think will take place in the govÂ­ernÂ­ment and will be
expanded to society.

K: Is there not a risk that SYRIZA will move to the right?

G: No, not from ANEL. I don’t think there is this danÂ­ger from ANEL being inside the govÂ­ernÂ­ment. If we will
have this move, it will be from other agents outÂ­side of the governÂ­ment, more powÂ­erÂ­ful playÂ­ers in this
game, the state or big capÂ­iÂ­talÂ­ists – the whole sysÂ­tem, let’s say. But not from ANEL.

K: What are the biggest chalÂ­lenges or presÂ­sures SYRIZA will face to push its agenda?

G: First of all, if we leave the case of the port and priÂ­vaÂ­tiÂ­zaÂ­tions and all of that, this anti-privatization polÂ­icy
will be the vehiÂ­cle for the troika to press us. For examÂ­ple, if you don’t folÂ­low our proÂ­gram, we’ll stop your
liqÂ­uidÂ­ity. The first thing they have to do is address the debt criÂ­sis at the EuroÂ­pean level. It’s not easy. There
are sevÂ­eral artiÂ­cles this week, for examÂ­ple, about how Prime MinÂ­isÂ­ters MarÂ­iÂ­ano Rajoy in Spain and
Pedro PasÂ­sos Coehlo in PorÂ­tuÂ­gal, reject this proÂ­posal. They say it will be damÂ­agÂ­ing for all of us and the
marÂ­kets will punÂ­ish us, just like what AntoÂ­nis SamaÂ­ras, the forÂ­mer Prime MinÂ­isÂ­ter, would say, for
examÂ­ple. But I think that if this cause is taken up by the peoÂ­ple and the EuroÂ­pean social demoÂ­cÂ­raÂ­tic
parÂ­ties that still have some sigÂ­nifÂ­iÂ­cant part of left disÂ­course in them, I think that more alliances and more
allies will be found. This is the first thing. Because the debt is not only stranÂ­gling us, it’s also pressÂ­ing more
healthy economies. GerÂ­many itself has such probÂ­lems. It’s not obviÂ­ous now, but sooner or later it will come.

Copyright © International Viewpoint - online socialist magazine Page 5/11

https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article3883


Syriza’s victory seen by a dockworker, union leader from the Port of Piraeus

And on the other hand, for interÂ­nal affairs, I think they should start givÂ­ing signs that the citÂ­iÂ­zens are the
priÂ­orÂ­ity, not the comÂ­paÂ­nies. They should start, for examÂ­ple, as I said, by ameÂ­lioÂ­ratÂ­ing labor laws,
and also makÂ­ing changes in the health and eduÂ­caÂ­tion sysÂ­tem, and makÂ­ing a seriÂ­ous effort to tax big
wealth. These will be signs to sociÂ­ety and to the poorÂ­est part of the sociÂ­ety that someÂ­thing has changed,
that they’re not the same as the othÂ­ers, that the rich are not untouchÂ­able and the rest of us will not be fucked
over once again.

K: Do you believe that the coaliÂ­tion with ANEL will last?

G: I don’t know. It’s a big quesÂ­tion mark. I don’t think that this form of govÂ­ernÂ­ment will last much time. I don’t
know if it’s going to be one year or two years but I don’t think it will last for four years. They are going to face
seriÂ­ous chalÂ­lenges in the near future. I put a deadÂ­line, let’s say, in the sumÂ­mer, when we’re going to face the
first seriÂ­ous probÂ­lem in payÂ­ing back some of the debt. If we don’t have any alterÂ­naÂ­tive resources for
payÂ­ing this money, I think we will have new elecÂ­tions. So SYRIZA has until that time to show to the peoÂ­ple
what the direcÂ­tion is, that it’s difÂ­ferÂ­ent than the preÂ­viÂ­ous govÂ­ernÂ­ment, so they will reafÂ­firm, maybe
with betÂ­ter results, the new government. ActuÂ­ally, I wouldn’t like to see this coaliÂ­tion last for four years. I would
like to see the left party get more powÂ­erÂ­ful through this coaliÂ­tion in order to have a light at the end of the
tunÂ­nel soon and to go to elecÂ­tions again with a greater percentage for SYRIZA, so it has an absolute majority.

K: To supÂ­port SYRIZA, in genÂ­eral, what should workÂ­ers and unions in Greece be doing?

G: They should be more active and respond to the calls for diaÂ­logue. There is a comÂ­mitÂ­ment from SYRIZA’s
side that no deciÂ­sion will be taken withÂ­out a diaÂ­logue between the govÂ­ernÂ­ment and the affected or
interÂ­ested parÂ­ties. So first of all we have to be workÂ­ing harder to have proÂ­posÂ­als, so as to have
someÂ­thing to say and not to simÂ­ply say no or yes with obeÂ­diÂ­ence, but to conÂ­tinue to be critÂ­iÂ­cal. On the
other hand, we have to start processes, proÂ­ceÂ­dures, and iniÂ­tiaÂ­tives in order to realÂ­ize we are not the only
ones with a probÂ­lem, but next to us there are also peoÂ­ple with more probÂ­lems or less probÂ­lems. This way we
can have horÂ­iÂ­zonÂ­tal and verÂ­tiÂ­cal relaÂ­tions with other adjaÂ­cent institutions.

It’s not difÂ­fiÂ­cult for this to hapÂ­pen, espeÂ­cially in Piraeus, because we have the labor cenÂ­ter.
UnforÂ­tuÂ­nately, the power rests with the the ComÂ­muÂ­nist Party link in trade unionÂ­ism, and they’re not so
coopÂ­erÂ­aÂ­tive. They not only have cerÂ­tain strucÂ­tures and disÂ­courses, but they folÂ­low cerÂ­tain
direcÂ­tives from the party. And their intenÂ­tion is to get more power for the party instead of develÂ­opÂ­ing a more
coherÂ­ent proÂ­gram and becomÂ­ing closer to priÂ­vate workÂ­ers. I think we have a lot of work ahead of us if we
want to be conÂ­strucÂ­tive and if we want to expand the idea of solÂ­iÂ­darÂ­ity and co-action. I think the days of
each secÂ­tor fightÂ­ing on their own are over. It’s not effecÂ­tive anymore. And in case SYRIZA does not do well
and loses power, a more conÂ­serÂ­vÂ­aÂ­tive govÂ­ernÂ­ment will cerÂ­tainly come to power. So we need to make
the most of this time, not only to change things for the betÂ­ter, but in case we have negÂ­aÂ­tive results, to be more
preÂ­pared to face the conÂ­serÂ­vÂ­aÂ­tivism that will come for sure. But this is the pessimistic view. We have a
more optiÂ­mistic view, to be conÂ­strucÂ­tive, draw up proposÂ­als, and make our self-criticism – why we didn’t
sucÂ­ceed as trade unions before, what things have to be changed within the strucÂ­tures and the processes to be
more demoÂ­cÂ­raÂ­tic and less clienÂ­telisÂ­tic. We have a lot to do.

K: How is the relaÂ­tionÂ­ship between SYRIZA and the labor unions? Are there strong ties?

G: No, they don’t have strong conÂ­necÂ­tions because actuÂ­ally within the trade union strucÂ­tures, SYRIZA’s
perÂ­centÂ­ages are the same as they were five years ago. So peoÂ­ple from SYRIZA in trade unions are in the
minorÂ­ity. Although sociÂ­ety has changed, due to clienÂ­telism, perÂ­sonal conÂ­necÂ­tions, and all these rotÂ­ten
sysÂ­tems, demoÂ­cÂ­raÂ­tic ways of breathÂ­ing are not allowed. So SYRIZA in power is in a betÂ­ter posiÂ­tion to
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put these processes in the front and cenÂ­ter. But I don’t know how big the resisÂ­tance will be, espeÂ­cially from the
ComÂ­muÂ­nist side. Because, unforÂ­tuÂ­nately, the ComÂ­muÂ­nist Party is part of this clienÂ­telism and has
espeÂ­cially non-democratic ways of holdÂ­ing power within the unions. I’ve heard terÂ­riÂ­ble stoÂ­ries, and I know
they’re not just stoÂ­ries, about how unions that belong to the ComÂ­muÂ­nist party use very undemocÂ­raÂ­tic
means to keep their power.

K: In other words, the prinÂ­ciÂ­ple probÂ­lem is the strucÂ­ture of the unions – they are clienÂ­telisÂ­tic
and not very demoÂ­cÂ­raÂ­tic – which makes it difÂ­fiÂ­cult for SYRIZA to gain a foothold in the unions?

G: They were very close to the parÂ­ties that were in power. SYRIZA must not fall into the trap of using their power in
govÂ­ernÂ­ment to sow the same seeds in this field. It must leave the trade unions alone to change themselves.

K: One critÂ­iÂ­cism of SYRIZA is that the party is domÂ­iÂ­nated by uniÂ­verÂ­sity intelÂ­lecÂ­tuÂ­als, not
peoÂ­ple from the union moveÂ­ment – do you share this view?

G: It is more or less true. But as I told you, the probÂ­lem is that peoÂ­ple in the unions who are memÂ­bers of
SYRIZA are few in numÂ­ber. And to be honÂ­est, perÂ­sonÂ­ally speakÂ­ing, I don’t proÂ­mote myself in SYRIZA
as a trade unionÂ­ist and in my trade union as a memÂ­ber of SYRIZA. They are two difÂ­ferÂ­ent roles. I try to
disÂ­tinÂ­guish and behave accordÂ­ing to where I am. Of course, between these two roles, the priÂ­orÂ­ity for me is
to be a dockÂ­worker and to proÂ­tect as much as I can the rights of my colÂ­leagues and my job. But apart from
this, I need some politÂ­iÂ­cal tools to make this hapÂ­pen. I think there will be fewer uniÂ­verÂ­sity guys and more
trade unionÂ­ists over time. But also I have to tell you that trade unionÂ­ism in Greece is quite devalued.

K: There is a negÂ­aÂ­tive opinÂ­ion of trade unions?

G: Yes, because of the very big conÂ­necÂ­tion between the parÂ­ties of New Democracy and PASOK with the trade
unions. I think I told you before that many presÂ­iÂ­dents of the ConÂ­fedÂ­erÂ­aÂ­tion of Greek WorkÂ­ers, after the
end of their term, became minÂ­isÂ­ters, withÂ­out explainÂ­ing or havÂ­ing any process open to the peoÂ­ple or
open to the unions. It was just a very perÂ­sonal deciÂ­sion, passÂ­ing from one role to the other. So all these
behavÂ­iors creÂ­ated probÂ­lems and peoÂ­ple were leavÂ­ing the unions. What we’re tryÂ­ing to do in our union is
to fight this. Of course we have few things in comÂ­mon with such behavÂ­iors. On the conÂ­trary, we have very
open approaches, we try to mobiÂ­lize peoÂ­ple, we try to involve new memÂ­bers and young memÂ­bers in
decision makÂ­ing in the union, so while we might not one of the best, I think we have a very good approach to this.
And we think that unionÂ­ism is a tool to have comÂ­mon demands and to fight for our comÂ­mon demands. It
should not be seen as only a step for one perÂ­son to become more powÂ­erÂ­ful or more domÂ­iÂ­nant. WhoÂ­ever
holds these posiÂ­tions has to serve for the good of everyÂ­body, not to serve their perÂ­sonal interests.

K: The Piraeus B elecÂ­toral disÂ­trict near the port had among the strongest supÂ­port for SYRIZA in the
elecÂ­tions in 2012 and in 2015. Why has there been such strong supÂ­port there?

G: GenÂ­erÂ­ally, in the poorÂ­est areas, SYRIZA got the biggest perÂ­centÂ­ages. The vote was quite class
oriÂ­ented. In Piraeus, and in the wider area of Piraeus, I think the seriousÂ­ness of the approach of SYRIZA, the
sinÂ­cere interÂ­venÂ­tion, you know, all the activÂ­iÂ­ties of the last three years, have awarded SYRIZA with this
perÂ­centÂ­age of the vote.

K: You have been very active in orgaÂ­nizÂ­ing with the party in Piraeus. What kinds of activÂ­iÂ­ties has
SYRIZA been involved in there?
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G: SolÂ­iÂ­darÂ­ity for All in Piraeus, an orgaÂ­niÂ­zaÂ­tion supÂ­ported mainly by SYRIZA, serves daily meals.
There are also the “solÂ­iÂ­darÂ­ity lessons”, free classes for stuÂ­dents who canÂ­not afford to have priÂ­vate
lessons for the uniÂ­verÂ­sity exams, as well as social pharÂ­maÂ­cies and social docÂ­tors, checkÂ­ing peoÂ­ple
for free and preÂ­scribÂ­ing and so on. These are immeÂ­diÂ­ate actions for the sociÂ­ety done withÂ­out
checkÂ­ing people’s staÂ­tus, unlike Golden Dawn. Every vulÂ­nerÂ­aÂ­ble perÂ­son is accepted. It’s a healthy
interÂ­venÂ­tion in sociÂ­ety. Of course we are tryÂ­ing to tell peoÂ­ple that they should mobiÂ­lize and collectively
demand their rights. But it’s not to make them be a memÂ­ber of SYRIZA or to work for SYRIZA and so on.

There is also a coorÂ­diÂ­natÂ­ing body of anti-fascists in Piraeus and we are in it. We don’t have our own
camÂ­paigns. We try to supÂ­port the comÂ­mon strugÂ­gles, the anti-fascist strugÂ­gles. On the conÂ­trary, the
ComÂ­muÂ­nist Party is unforÂ­tuÂ­nately out of this, with their own interÂ­venÂ­tion, which is very low, I have to tell
you. They don’t make freÂ­quent protests, and so on, although they were a tarÂ­get and they are still a tarÂ­get of
fasÂ­cists. But they are very afraid to get involved in a comÂ­mon strugÂ­gle. On the other hand, we have very good
relaÂ­tions with peoÂ­ple from ANTARSYA, espeÂ­cially in anti-fascist strugÂ­gles, despite our difÂ­ferÂ­ences. I
don’t think there is an anti-fascist moveÂ­ment or manÂ­iÂ­fesÂ­taÂ­tion, in Piraeus at least, that we do not
parÂ­ticÂ­iÂ­pate in.

K: supÂ­port for Golden Dawn is less than it was one, two, or three years ago. Why do you think this is?

G: In my opinÂ­ion, they should be even less powÂ­erÂ­ful, they should lose more than 5% of the perÂ­centÂ­age.
UnforÂ­tuÂ­nately, they kept 6.5% or someÂ­thing like this. It’s a big perÂ­centÂ­age if you conÂ­sider that their
leadÂ­erÂ­ship is in prison, that they don’t have the finanÂ­cial resources they used to have, and, most imporÂ­tantly,
that it is now pubÂ­licly well-known that they are engaged in crimÂ­iÂ­nal activÂ­iÂ­ties. So it’s an unforÂ­tuÂ­nate
result and it’s quite painful to have 6,000 or so of your neighÂ­bors vote for Golden Dawn. I expect from SYRIZA first
of all to put them on trial, to give them a fair trial, and at the same time, from the perÂ­specÂ­tive of being in
govÂ­ernÂ­ment, to proÂ­mote anti-fascism and anti-racism so as to start changÂ­ing the menÂ­talÂ­ity of those
peoÂ­ple who are now votÂ­ing for Golden Dawn, to change their oriÂ­enÂ­taÂ­tion and to be clear with sociÂ­ety
about their crimÂ­iÂ­nal face.

K: As a union leader and a SYRIZA memÂ­ber, when you speak to memÂ­bers of your own union or to
workÂ­ers in Piraeus in genÂ­eral who aren’t memÂ­bers or supÂ­portÂ­ers of SYRIZA, what kinds of
arguÂ­ments do peoÂ­ple make and how do you respond and try to orgaÂ­nize them?

G: First of all, they are afraid that they are going to act like the preÂ­viÂ­ous govÂ­ernÂ­ments. They say now that
they are not going to priÂ­vaÂ­tize the port and finally they will do it. So these are the main arguÂ­ments I hear. What
I say honÂ­estly is that I don’t believe they will do it, but in case they are presÂ­sured or they change their mind, I’m
sure that they are going to fight from a betÂ­ter posiÂ­tion. We are going to have for sure a more demoÂ­cÂ­raÂ­tic
govÂ­ernÂ­ment. I’m cerÂ­tain we are going to take part in an open dialogue, and anyÂ­way, not only our abilÂ­ity to
fight but our responÂ­siÂ­bilÂ­ity to fight is here. And we are going to be against anyÂ­one, even if it’s SYRIZA in
power, who undermines our rights and our jobs. It’s clear.

K: Are there other strateÂ­gic secÂ­tors that you would like to see pass to pubÂ­lic ownership?

G: Energy comÂ­paÂ­nies, for sure, I don’t have to menÂ­tion the health sysÂ­tem and educaÂ­tion sysÂ­tem,
uniÂ­verÂ­siÂ­ties, trains and roads, should be taken back from subÂ­conÂ­tracÂ­tors that have taken a very big
amount of money. For examÂ­ple, I travÂ­eled to my vilÂ­lage which is 350 km from Athens recently durÂ­ing the
ChristÂ­mas holÂ­iÂ­days and we paid 45 euros for the tolls, for the roads that were paid to be conÂ­structed by the
state. I want to see my dad but I don’t want to pay 45 euros to go and see him. So for all these secÂ­tors, I think they
should remain public.

Copyright © International Viewpoint - online socialist magazine Page 8/11

https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article3883


Syriza’s victory seen by a dockworker, union leader from the Port of Piraeus

K: What is your opinÂ­ion of the arguÂ­ments made by SYRIZA figÂ­ures like Costas LapavitÂ­sas in favor of
Greece leavÂ­ing the Eurozone?

G: PerÂ­sonÂ­ally, I think the euro as a curÂ­rency is a means, it’s not the objecÂ­tive. It’s the means to have an
econÂ­omy. What is an econÂ­omy? An econÂ­omy is ok if it serves peoÂ­ple and proÂ­vides a cerÂ­tain level of
secuÂ­rity to the peoÂ­ple – jobs, health sysÂ­tems, eduÂ­caÂ­tion. So in those terms, the euro is a tool. Apart from
this, it is a politÂ­iÂ­cal issue. I would preÂ­fer to see what chances we have inside the EuroÂ­zone. And after that,
for sure inside the EuroÂ­pean Union, which is someÂ­thing difÂ­ferÂ­ent. And after that if they insist, if they say, you
have to keep getÂ­ting fucked over, you have to be sacÂ­riÂ­ficed so as to remain in the EuroÂ­zone, no. I think that
if that moment comes, we should go to a refÂ­erÂ­enÂ­dum and decide altoÂ­gether. And from LapavitÂ­sas’ side, I
was folÂ­lowÂ­ing him durÂ­ing 2011 and 2012 – for two years, I was folÂ­lowÂ­ing his speeches. I was quite open to
hearÂ­ing such opinÂ­ions but I was not perÂ­suaded that they have a clear answer espeÂ­cially for the first period of
a transÂ­fer from the euro to a local curÂ­rency. They didn’t conÂ­vince me that they have someÂ­thing conÂ­crete to
proÂ­pose to the peoÂ­ple for those first critÂ­iÂ­cal six months of tranÂ­siÂ­tion. And you know, our sociÂ­ety is not
trained or eduÂ­cated to sufÂ­fer under such terms. For examÂ­ple, if you leave the euro, the iPhone will be three or
four times more expenÂ­sive. I don’t care. I don’t give a damn. But many peoÂ­ple give a damn about some items
that they don’t even have the power to buy in euros. So I’m ready to wait for gasoÂ­line and to do my part and not to
demand more but I know many guys around me that would be happy to simÂ­ply take their share and their family’s
share for the month. So I think we’re not trained well enough to conÂ­front such a danger.

K: There have been some critÂ­iÂ­cisms that SYRIZA has moved toward perÂ­sonÂ­alÂ­isÂ­tic
leadÂ­erÂ­ship and is becomÂ­ing too focused on indiÂ­vidÂ­ual politiÂ­cians – do you share this view?

G: It’s becomÂ­ing too presÂ­iÂ­denÂ­tial, yes. That’s true. I’m one of these guys that are critÂ­iÂ­cizÂ­ing Tsipras
although I recÂ­ogÂ­nize that he is very charisÂ­matic, very clever, very effiÂ­cient. He can repÂ­reÂ­sent our core
ideas and all this that we call SYRIZA. Unfortunately, the last six months, we have seen that the party
proÂ­ceÂ­dures were not respected and some deciÂ­sions were taken with a small group around the presÂ­iÂ­dent.
This is a probÂ­lem. This is a probÂ­lem which we have addressed within the organs of the party. It’s someÂ­thing
that we canÂ­not preÂ­vent now, now that he is Prime MinÂ­isÂ­ter. This kind of thing will hapÂ­pen more and more,
I think. But I hope that the colÂ­lecÂ­tive reacÂ­tions, the colÂ­lecÂ­tive interÂ­venÂ­tions will ameÂ­lioÂ­rate this.
And of course I’m not saying that he’s like GeorÂ­gios PapanÂ­dreou or SamaÂ­ras. He’s a left guy. And he’s not
going to act in such a way. But ok, within the left specÂ­trum, he has made some mistakes – not respectÂ­ing the
organs of the party – and he was tryÂ­ing espeÂ­cially durÂ­ing the pre-election period to put things as far back as
posÂ­siÂ­ble so as to have less colÂ­lecÂ­tive proÂ­ceÂ­dures. I’m also critÂ­iÂ­cal of this. But I don’t know if it’s
perÂ­sonal decisions or peoÂ­ple surÂ­roundÂ­ing him. For examÂ­ple, there are one or two guys that are are not so
clever, in my opinÂ­ion, that don’t have such a colÂ­lecÂ­tive way of actÂ­ing, though I don’t want to minÂ­iÂ­mize his
responÂ­siÂ­bilÂ­iÂ­ties. I preÂ­fer to give responÂ­siÂ­bilÂ­ity to a team, a party, a union. That’s why I’m accusÂ­ing
the team of leadÂ­erÂ­ship. It’s not just one man.

K: Do you parÂ­ticÂ­iÂ­pate in a politÂ­iÂ­cal curÂ­rent within SYRIZA?

G: I was parÂ­ticÂ­iÂ­patÂ­ing in the meetÂ­ings of AKOA, the RenewÂ­ing ComÂ­muÂ­nist Ecological Left, a
EuroÂ­comÂ­muÂ­nist party and one of the foundÂ­ing memÂ­bers of SYRIZA. Inside SYRIZA, AKOA, with two
smaller groups, creÂ­ated ANASA, which in Greek means breathe. ANASA became an offiÂ­cial politÂ­iÂ­cal
curÂ­rent. It doesn’t have a strucÂ­ture, there is an open diaÂ­logue between ANASA and some guys from the
majority of the party, meanÂ­ing close to Tsipras and close to the president’s group. They’re critÂ­iÂ­cal and they
creÂ­ated what is called the Group of Fifty-Three, fifty-three memÂ­bers of the cenÂ­tral comÂ­mitÂ­tee. So this
Group of Fifty-Three, it’s getÂ­ting bigÂ­ger and bigÂ­ger, it’s not fifty-three anyÂ­more, it’s more. We don’t have a
very strict strucÂ­ture. ActuÂ­ally it’s a group for diaÂ­logue that is tryÂ­ing to proÂ­mote colÂ­lecÂ­tivÂ­ity within the
party, tryÂ­ing to preÂ­vent facÂ­tionÂ­alÂ­ism, tryÂ­ing to preÂ­vent the leadÂ­erÂ­ship from makÂ­ing deciÂ­sions
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withÂ­out being approved by the colÂ­lecÂ­tive, and tryÂ­ing to preÂ­vent the presÂ­iÂ­denÂ­tial leaderÂ­ship group
from makÂ­ing misÂ­takes and takÂ­ing deciÂ­sions out of the hands of the party.

K: What can worker moveÂ­ments in genÂ­eral learn from this experience?

G: This topic we could talk about for some hours. Look, the motto that SYRIZA used durÂ­ing the pre-election period
was that hope is comÂ­ing. So now we feel that hope has come and we think it’s a great opporÂ­tuÂ­nity for the
workÂ­ing class to start breathÂ­ing. In my perÂ­sonal opinÂ­ion, it’s a period of responÂ­siÂ­bilÂ­ity for all of us to
go beyond ourÂ­selves, not to have the first demand be for our union, for ourÂ­selves, but to try to develop more
colÂ­lecÂ­tive demands, more funÂ­daÂ­menÂ­tal demands, and to start the hard work of posÂ­iÂ­tive critÂ­iÂ­cism,
of seriÂ­ous impact proÂ­posÂ­als. Because I think now we are fightÂ­ing from a betÂ­ter posiÂ­tion, but we are still
fightÂ­ing. It doesn’t mean that just because we have a very charisÂ­matic Prime MinÂ­isÂ­ter with good
minÂ­isÂ­ters that this is the end of the story, no. I’ve know these guys for many years. They are guys like ourselves.
So I can imagÂ­ine that if I were in that posiÂ­tion how imporÂ­tant it could be for me to have the supÂ­port of the
peoÂ­ple. I would feel more secure havÂ­ing peoÂ­ple back me. Not to folÂ­low them and to say yes to everyÂ­thing
they say, no, but to supÂ­port the right deciÂ­sions, to keep our presÂ­ence and to keep our sigÂ­naÂ­ture being
active in every deciÂ­sion they take. It’s really seriÂ­ous and I feel more responÂ­siÂ­bilÂ­ity because as General
SecÂ­reÂ­tary of the union, it’s a lot of work for me to mobiÂ­lize peoÂ­ple, havÂ­ing fulfilled their main demand,
meanÂ­ing that the port is not going to be sold but I want the state to own it. It’s difÂ­fiÂ­cult. But it’s the only way
we’re going to sucÂ­ceed, knowÂ­ing that the proÂ­gram is not someÂ­thing revÂ­oÂ­luÂ­tionÂ­ary. It’s a clear social
demoÂ­cÂ­raÂ­tic proÂ­gram. But in order to achieve a socialÂ­ist sociÂ­ety, we need some time so as to pass
through a real social demoÂ­cÂ­raÂ­tic path with socialÂ­ism as the end goal.

K: What is the sigÂ­nifÂ­iÂ­cance of the elecÂ­tion for workÂ­ers outÂ­side of Greece?

G: I have to tell you that I have received from our friends who are dockÂ­workÂ­ers in Europe many, many
mesÂ­sages, conÂ­gratÂ­uÂ­laÂ­tions, very optiÂ­mistic mesÂ­sages. They are waitÂ­ing, at least the peoÂ­ple I am
in conÂ­tact with, and they are very close to my mentalÂ­ity, they were very happy. And they really want to see this
govÂ­ernÂ­ment succeed, because they feel that this will trigÂ­ger changes in this direcÂ­tion in their countries. I do
believe that the govÂ­ernÂ­menÂ­tal change in Greece will have a snowÂ­ball effect.

K: What can peoÂ­ple outÂ­side of Greece do to supÂ­port the politÂ­iÂ­cal process in Greece?

G: First of all, they should not lisÂ­ten to the mainÂ­stream mass media and should try to find alterÂ­naÂ­tive
inforÂ­maÂ­tion. It’s really imporÂ­tant. I’m folÂ­lowÂ­ing what the mass media in GerÂ­many has been sayÂ­ing
these past two or three days and it’s really too biased. They are against the new govÂ­ernÂ­ment and they don’t tell
the truth. The secÂ­ond thing is that they should show their solÂ­iÂ­darÂ­ity actively. For examÂ­ple, I know that
today (JanuÂ­ary 31) PODEMOS are havÂ­ing a big manÂ­iÂ­fesÂ­taÂ­tion in Madrid, so as to critÂ­iÂ­cize Rajoy for
his stateÂ­ments at the EuroÂ­pean meetÂ­ing about EuroÂ­pean debt. These kinds of actions are really
encourÂ­agÂ­ing the Greek peoÂ­ple and encourÂ­agÂ­ing Greece’s new elected govÂ­ernÂ­ment to go on. To
EuroÂ­peans, I have to say that we have to remain together and to remain together as nations, not as
comÂ­paÂ­nies or as multiÂ­naÂ­tionÂ­als. SYRIZA is another Greek experÂ­iÂ­ment. Greece was an
experÂ­iÂ­ment in ausÂ­terÂ­ity for the past five years and now I think it will be an experÂ­iÂ­ment in prosperity.

31 January 2015
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