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FolA-lowA-ing the colA-lapse of the Greek econA-omy, the memA-oA-ranA-dum with the
troikaincluded a proA-viA-sion to sell off profA-itable state-owned comA-paA-niesto pay
back loansto for A-eign lenders, resultA-ing in the par A-tial priA-vaA-tiA-zaA-tion of the
Port of Piraeus, Greece'slargest port, wher e ChiA-nese state-owned ShIpA ping company
COSCO now holds the conA-cesA-sion for two conA-tainer ter A-miA-nals. Sincethat time,
dockA-workA-ers have waged amilA-iA-tant and susA-tained strugA gle, with strong local
alliancesin Piraeus and inter A-naA-tional supA port from dockA-wor kA-ersaround
Europe, to return the port to full pubA-lic ownA-er A-ship and improve the poor workA-ing
conA-diA-tions at the priA-vaA-tized COSCO ter A-miA-nals.

GiorA-gos Gogos is a Greek dockA-worker and union leader from the Port of Piraeus. A memA-ber of SYRIZA, he is
active at the regional and union levA-els of the party and is engaged in local orgaA-nizA-ing efforts in Piraeus, the
large urban indusA-trial area surA-roundA-ing the port outA-side of Athens. Katy Fox-Hodess is a docA-toral
stuA-dent in SociA-olA-ogy at the UniA-verA-sity of CalA-iA-forA-nia, BerkeA-ley writA-ing her disA-serA-taA-tion on
interA-naA-tional solA-iA-darA-ity among dockA-workA-ers’ unions. She spoke with Gogos on JanA-uA-ary 31
folA-lowA-ing the recent elecA-tion in Greece

Katy Fox-Hodess: How have peoA-ple in your comA-muA-nity reacted to the elecA-tion results?

GiorA-gos Gogos: GenA-erA-ally, it was accepted with great enthuA-siA-asm by many peoA-ple, not only by those
who voted for SYRIZA but other peoA-ple who traA-diA-tionA-ally belonged to other parA-ties and couldn’t escape
from those comA-mitA-ments. EveryA-body | think was sayA-ing, ok, let's see what this new route is like and we have
to try, someA-how, a new way of approachA-ing the whole problem.

K: When you say other parA-ties, you mean PASOK and the ComA-muA-nist Party?

G: PASOK and New DemocA-racy, mostly. From the ComA-muA-nist Party, anyA-way, | don’t have many
acquainA-tances, but | think that peoA-ple who don’t belong to the structure of the party, who are not memA-bers of
the party, accept this elecA-tion result with relief. In the beginA-ning, we can say there was a negA-aA-tive
reacA-tion, they were quesA-tionA-ing the posA-siA-bilA-ity of co-governing with ANEL, the IndeA-penA-dent Greeks,
that is actuA-ally a popA-ulist right-wing party, though all of their disA-course is actuA-ally quite anti-Troika,
anti-memorandum. But | think after the forA-maA-tion of the new govA-ernA-ment, the new elected govA-ernA-ment,
many peoA-ple realA-ize that there is going to have to be cooperA-aA-tion within the govA-ernA-ment. The new
govA-ernA-ment has been quite coherA-ent and we have the first announceA-ments from sevA-eral minA-isA-ters
conA-firmA-ing to the peoA-ple that the main guideA-lines of the pre-election proA-gram are going to be
impleA-mented at once.

K: What has the reacA-tion been in the port?

G: In the port, we were really happy, espeA-cially after hearA-ing the first announcements by the new MinA-isA-ter of
MarA-itime Affairs. He reconA-firmed that the privaA-tiA-zaA-tion process of all ports, but espeA-cially the Port of
Piraeus and the Port of ThessaA-loniki, will stop.

K: One of the first announceA-ments SYRIZA made after the elecA-tion was about stopA-ping the
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priA-vaA-tiA-zaA-tion of the ports. Why do you think SYRIZA has made this such a priA-orA-ity and why is it
imporA-tant to fight for pubA-lic ports?

G: You know we are sayA-ing in the port that everyA-one who was against the dockA-workA-ers in Piraeus port lost
power, lost the govA-ernA-ment, they were elimA-iA-nated, so don't fight against us. Ok, so this is a very macho
explaA-naA-tion, it’s not politA-iA-cal. For SYRIZA, priA-vaA-tiA-zaA-tion in genA-eral is someA-thing that’s not
acceptA-able. The priA-vaA-tiA-zaA-tion that was going on very, very quickly was the priA-vaA-tiA-zaA-tion of the
ports, and espeA-cially the Port of Piraeus. So | think that it was symA-bolic, and at the same time, an imporA-tant
mesA-sage, that we’re not going to priA-vaA-tize. And of course, it's very imporA-tant that Piraeus port workA-ers
and dockA-workA-ers have shown their deterA-miA-naA-tion, their devoA-tion to defend the pubA-lic port.

First of all, it's a strateA-gic point for a counA-try such as Greece, not only because of the many islands that
conA-nect the peoA-ple livA-ing there and travA-elA-ing there, not only because it's the main gate of ingoA-ing and
outA-goA-ing cargo and goods. It's also because when a state-owned comA-pany passes to priA-vate investors, the
priA-vate investors care only for their profA-its and nothA-ing else. So the people’s transA-portaA-tion needs will not
be served. Apart from this, it affects the sociA-ety and the econA-omy in genA-eral. It was and it will be profA-itable. It
didn’'t have losses in any year over the past fifty years. And a govA-ernA-ment like SYRIZA needs profA-itable
pubA-lic entiA-ties so as to redisA-tribA-ute the pubA-lic wealth. Apart from this, our jobs would be lost, our labor
rights and the orgaA-niA-zaA-tion of our job would be chalA-lenged and in danA-ger, and it's affectA-ing our
famA-iA-lies, so we are fightA-ing also for our jobs and for our children.

K: Are you optiA-mistic that SYRIZA will be sucA-cessA-ful in this process of conA-fronting COSCO and the
troika and stopA-ping the process of port privatizations?

G: SYRIZA will be strong only if they will remain comA-mitA-ted to the pre-elections program. In addiA-tion to this,
they need the supA-port of the peoA-ple and sociA-ety. For examA-ple, of course we are sure that they are going to
have presA-sure from abroad, from China and from the EuroA-pean Union and from the troika and from memA-ber
states in Europe. But all this presA-sure will be less effecA-tive if peoA-ple stand with the deciA-sions of the
govA-ernA-ment. One of the first things that Alexis Tsipras said yesterday to [Eurogroup Chair] DijsA-selA-bloem was
that he wants to do things differently than the peoA-ple who were in power before him. He said he wants to folA-low
the comA-mitA-ments that he made to the peoA-ple. It's imporA-tant to hear that from a leader, the Prime
MinA-isA-ter, to say that he will folA-low the proA-gram that he showed to the peoA-ple and was voted for. This way,
they canA-not reverse their plans or in case they have to reverse their plans, they will have to ask for the opinA-ion of
the peoA-ple and the sociA-ety first.

| have trust in my comA-rades in SYRIZA. And | have trust not only that they will be accountA-able but that they will
folA-low what they have been sayA-ing. | have trust that they have received the mesA-sage from sociA-ety, which
says go do what you have told us you will do. Of course, we know that as a union, we have our autonA-omy, we are
not going to folA-low someA-thing that a memA-ber of SYRIZA says or a minA-isA-ter of SYRIZA says — we have a
very healthy coopA-erA-aA-tion and an honA-est one.

K: Is it imporA-tant for the union and for the coaliA-tion in Piraeus to conA-tinue to orgaA-nize and be
mobiA-lized to proA-vide presA-sure from below for SYRIZA to keep its promises?

G: Of course. OrgaA-niA-zaA-tion and mobiA-lizaA-tion of the union in genA-eral, and espeA-cially in a secA-tor like
ours, is a necesA-sity and a preA-conA-diA-tion for anyA-thing you want to do at any time. No matA-ter which party’s
in power, no matA-ter what the deciA-sions are. Until now, all the deciA-sions have been negA-aA-tive for the unions
— it's the first time in Greece we face someA-thing pro-labor, anti-privatization and so on. But we still want to be
mobiA-lized. We don’t want peoA-ple to remain on their couches, but instead we want to be on alert in order to
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proA-mote our demands so that they will not disA-apA-point us. And we want to proA-mote our demands and the
deciA-sions of the govA-ernA-ment that the European Union or other counA-tries do not accept and are
presA-surA-ing the Greek government to back down on. And already we have started to have this disA-cusA-sion
among ourA-selves. EveryA-body was happy all this week, it was the first time we were laughA-ing after the
announceA-ment of the new govA-ernA-ment, but at the same time, or the next day, we were startA-ing to talk about
it, to say, now we have a govA-ernA-ment that says no to priA-vaA-tiA-zaA-tion, but in case they are presA-sured by
Europe to sacA-riA-fice the ports, what are we going to do? We're going to stand outA-side of the door of the
Maritime Affairs MinA-istry and our port, and we will conA-tinue our fight.

K: The same day that SYRIZA announced it would stop the port priA-vaA-tiA-zaA-tion process, they also
announced that they would rehire the cleanA-ers from the MinA-istry of Finance and thouA-sands of
peoA-ple who were illeA-gally fired from the pubA-lic secA-tor. What is the sigA-nifA-iA-cance of
priA-orA-iA-tizA-ing these decisions?

G: It's very symA-bolic, first of all, because this group of women were very milA-iA-tant, very active, and very much
present in every strugA-gle takA-ing place in Athens. So it's very symA-bolic and a very good examA-ple, not in all
senses because they made certain misA-takes in my opinA-ion, and we have some othA-ers who can say a lot of
things, but they still remain like heroes. But | don't like to use the word hero because you put a hero over there and
you forA-get him and you are doing bullA-shit on the other side. So they’re peoA-ple like us, they were women like us
and they were very devoted to their strugA-gle. So it’'s very imporA-tant for SYRIZA to supA-port them and to solve
their probA-lem. It encourA-ages other unions to be this devoted.

K: What is the sigA-nifA-iA-cance of the elecA-tion for workA-ers and unions in Greece in general?

G: It's the highA-est moment of democA-racy. This is a moment in which all of us are called to choose who is going
to repA-reA-sent us and supA-port and defend our rights and our posiA-tions. We are not afraid of elecA-tions. On
the conA-trary, | think Greek peoA-ple should be asked more freA-quently. For examA-ple, it is
conA-stiA-tuA-tionA-ally perA-misA-siA-ble to have refA-erA-enA-dums, so | think the new govA-ernA-ment will use
this process and will mobilize peoA-ple in this way to be parA-ticA-iA-pants and not an audiA-ence. This is
imporA-tant. It needs time. It's not a matA-ter that will change in one or two or five years. But if a left govA-ernA-ment
can remain powA-erA-ful for more than five years, for two govA-ernA-menA-tal cycles, and build strong
founA-daA-tions, it will change the our menA-talA-ity as citA-iA-zens. We believe in this because as a trade union, we
use elecA-tions freA-quently, we have collecA-tive deciA-sion makA-ing processes.

K: Do you believe SYRIZA will priA-orA-iA-tize reversA-ing the anti-labor legA-isA-laA-tion of the last
govA-ernA-ment, which tarA-geted colA-lecA-tive barA-gainA-ing and unions?

G: It's one of the first things they say they are going to cure. They are going to reverse all of these negA-aA-tive laws
which preA-vent colA-lecA-tive barA-gainA-ing and return all the laws that were proA-tecA-tive to the less
powA-erA-ful part of the marA-ket, which is labor and not the employA-ers. It's a comA-mitA-ment and | think it's one
of the first laws they are going to reverse.

K: What is your opinA-ion on the alliance between SYRIZA and ANEL?

G: In the beginA-ning, | was quite skepA-tiA-cal. But the majorA-ity of 149 MP’s gives them the opporA-tuA-nity to
have a role in this govA-ernA-ment. Greek sociA-ety in genA-eral is not so proA-gresA-sive. A big perA-centA-age of
Greek sociA-ety is quite conA-serA-vA-aA-tive, not only in its way of thinkA-ing, in its way of actA-ing, but in its way
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of approachA-ing sevA-eral issues, for examA-ple, sexA-ual oriA-enA-taA-tion or human rights conA-cernA-ing
immiA-grants. These are issues that many Greek peoA-ple are not in favor of. They are quite conA-serA-vA-aA-tive.
The vast majorA-ity of Greek peoA-ple are not so reliA-gious, but quite attached to the traA-diA-tion conA-nected to
the OrthoA-dox church. The oath that the new Prime MinA-isA-ter, Tsipras, gave was politA-iA-cal, with respect to the
leader of the Greek church, sayA-ing that I'm going to give a politA-iA-cal oath but also | want your good wishes for
this govA-ernA-ment to go on. It sends a mesA-sage. So you need a conA-serA-vA-aA-tive party that can supA-port
you in this strugA-gle, in the comA-mon fight against the memA-oA-ranA-dum poliA-cies, and after that, | think the
Greek peoA-ple will realA-ize that recA-ogA-nizA-ing, for examA-ple, the marA-riage between LGBT peoA-ple, it's not
cruA-cial, you're not going to be affected, you’re not going to be infected, it's a human right. So you are more
powA-erA-ful havA-ing a conservative party in this and havA-ing already some time, a year, six months in power, and
havA-ing shown that you believe in what you are sayA-ing and you fight for it and you want to impleA-ment it. It's
imporA-tant to have a conA-serA-vA-aA-tive audiA-ence in such a govA-ernA-ment so as to transA-mit some ideas.
It's more clever, let’s say, to have them inside, and honA-est, in the sense that you can say to them, for examA-ple,
ok guys, we have a probA-lem with some thouA-sands of kids that are born here in Greece, their parents were
citA-iA-zens of other counA-tries and they have no citA-iA-zenA-ship, but they are Greeks, they are brought up here,
they have been taught in Greek schools, they are our children’s friends, so we should give them citA-iA-zenA-ship,
they are Greek people.

K: So you are sayA-ing that havA-ing ANEL in the coaliA-tion forces SYRIZA to try to speak to and
conA-vince peoA-ple on the right?

G: Yes, Yes. And | think it's the best vehiA-cle to minA-iA-mize conA-serA-vatism in Greece. Maybe what I'm
sayA-ing is too romanA-tic and has no politA-iA-cal explaA-naA-tion, but it's my perA-sonal impresA-sion. I've seen
this in my union. Some conA-serA-vA-aA-tive peoA-ple have seen memA-bers of our union, left guys, who are
comA-mitA-ted and hard-working, and through their examA-ple, they are perA-suaded that no matA-ter if you left
wing or right wing, when someA-body is fightA-ing for someA-thing that is right, and if they trust you more and they
are conA-vinced but you voted for SYRIZA, it's ok. If you want to make bread, you put in flour and water and you mix
it together and after that you have bread. This process | think will take place in the govA-ernA-ment and will be
expanded to society.

K: Is there not a risk that SYRIZA will move to the right?

G: No, not from ANEL. | don't think there is this danA-ger from ANEL being inside the govA-ernA-ment. If we will
have this move, it will be from other agents outA-side of the governA-ment, more powA-erA-ful playA-ers in this
game, the state or big capA-iA-talA-ists — the whole sysA-tem, let’s say. But not from ANEL.

K: What are the biggest chalA-lenges or presA-sures SYRIZA will face to push its agenda?

G: First of all, if we leave the case of the port and priA-vaA-tiA-zaA-tions and all of that, this anti-privatization polA-icy
will be the vehiA-cle for the troika to press us. For examA-ple, if you don't folA-low our proA-gram, we’ll stop your
ligA-uidA-ity. The first thing they have to do is address the debt criA-sis at the EuroA-pean level. It's not easy. There
are sevA-eral artiA-cles this week, for examA-ple, about how Prime MinA-isA-ters MarA-iA-ano Rajoy in Spain and
Pedro PasA-sos Coehlo in PorA-tuA-gal, reject this proA-posal. They say it will be damA-agA-ing for all of us and the
marA-kets will punA-ish us, just like what AntoA-nis SamaA-ras, the forA-mer Prime MinA-isA-ter, would say, for
examA-ple. But | think that if this cause is taken up by the peoA-ple and the EuroA-pean social demoA-cA-raA-tic
parA-ties that still have some sigA-nifA-iA-cant part of left disA-course in them, | think that more alliances and more
allies will be found. This is the first thing. Because the debt is not only stranA-gling us, it’s also pressA-ing more
healthy economies. GerA-many itself has such probA-lems. It's not obviA-ous now, but sooner or later it will come.
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And on the other hand, for interA-nal affairs, | think they should start givA-ing signs that the citA-iA-zens are the
priA-orA-ity, not the comA-paA-nies. They should start, for examA-ple, as | said, by ameA-lioA-ratA-ing labor laws,
and also makA-ing changes in the health and eduA-caA-tion sysA-tem, and makA-ing a seriA-ous effort to tax big
wealth. These will be signs to sociA-ety and to the poorA-est part of the sociA-ety that someA-thing has changed,
that they’re not the same as the othA-ers, that the rich are not untouchA-able and the rest of us will not be fucked
over once again.

K: Do you believe that the coaliA-tion with ANEL will last?

G: | don’t know. It's a big quesA-tion mark. | don't think that this form of govA-ernA-ment will last much time. | don’t
know if it's going to be one year or two years but | don't think it will last for four years. They are going to face
seriA-ous chalA-lenges in the near future. | put a deadA-line, let’s say, in the sumA-mer, when we’re going to face the
first seriA-ous probA-lem in payA-ing back some of the debt. If we don’t have any alterA-naA-tive resources for
payA-ing this money, | think we will have new elecA-tions. So SYRIZA has until that time to show to the peoA-ple
what the direcA-tion is, that it's difA-ferA-ent than the preA-viA-ous govA-ernA-ment, so they will reafA-firm, maybe
with betA-ter results, the new government. ActuA-ally, | wouldn't like to see this coaliA-tion last for four years. | would
like to see the left party get more powA-erA-ful through this coaliA-tion in order to have a light at the end of the
tunA-nel soon and to go to elecA-tions again with a greater percentage for SYRIZA, so it has an absolute majority.

K: To supA-port SYRIZA, in genA-eral, what should workA-ers and unions in Greece be doing?

G: They should be more active and respond to the calls for diaA-logue. There is a comA-mitA-ment from SYRIZA’s
side that no deciA-sion will be taken withA-out a diaA-logue between the govA-ernA-ment and the affected or
interA-ested parA-ties. So first of all we have to be workA-ing harder to have proA-posA-als, so as to have
someA-thing to say and not to simA-ply say no or yes with obeA-diA-ence, but to conA-tinue to be critA-iA-cal. On the
other hand, we have to start processes, proA-ceA-dures, and iniA-tiaA-tives in order to realA-ize we are not the only
ones with a probA-lem, but next to us there are also peoA-ple with more probA-lems or less probA-lems. This way we
can have horA-iA-zonA-tal and verA-tiA-cal relaA-tions with other adjaA-cent institutions.

It's not difA-fiA-cult for this to hapA-pen, espeA-cially in Piraeus, because we have the labor cenA-ter.
UnforA-tuA-nately, the power rests with the the ComA-muA-nist Party link in trade unionA-ism, and they’re not so
coopA-erA-aA-tive. They not only have cerA-tain strucA-tures and disA-courses, but they folA-low cerA-tain
direcA-tives from the party. And their intenA-tion is to get more power for the party instead of develA-opA-ing a more
coherA-ent proA-gram and becomA-ing closer to priA-vate workA-ers. | think we have a lot of work ahead of us if we
want to be conA-strucA-tive and if we want to expand the idea of solA-iA-darA-ity and co-action. | think the days of
each secA-tor fightA-ing on their own are over. It's not effecA-tive anymore. And in case SYRIZA does not do well
and loses power, a more conA-serA-vA-aA-tive govA-ernA-ment will cerA-tainly come to power. So we need to make
the most of this time, not only to change things for the betA-ter, but in case we have negA-aA-tive results, to be more
preA-pared to face the conA-serA-vA-aA-tivism that will come for sure. But this is the pessimistic view. We have a
more optiA-mistic view, to be conA-strucA-tive, draw up proposA-als, and make our self-criticism — why we didn’t
sucA-ceed as trade unions before, what things have to be changed within the strucA-tures and the processes to be
more demoA-cA-raA-tic and less clienA-telisA-tic. We have a lot to do.

K: How is the relaA-tionA-ship between SYRIZA and the labor unions? Are there strong ties?

G: No, they don’t have strong conA-necA-tions because actuA-ally within the trade union strucA-tures, SYRIZA’s
perA-centA-ages are the same as they were five years ago. So peoA-ple from SYRIZA in trade unions are in the
minorA-ity. Although sociA-ety has changed, due to clienA-telism, perA-sonal conA-necA-tions, and all these rotA-ten
sysA-tems, demoA-cA-raA-tic ways of breathA-ing are not allowed. So SYRIZA in power is in a betA-ter posiA-tion to

Copyright © International Viewpoint - online socialist magazine Page 6/11


https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article3883

Syriza’'s victory seen by a dockworker, union leader from the Port of Piraeus

put these processes in the front and cenA-ter. But | don’t know how big the resisA-tance will be, espeA-cially from the
ComA-muA-nist side. Because, unforA-tuA-nately, the ComA-muA-nist Party is part of this clienA-telism and has
espeA-cially non-democratic ways of holdA-ing power within the unions. I've heard terA-riA-ble stoA-ries, and | know
they’re not just stoA-ries, about how unions that belong to the ComA-muA-nist party use very undemocA-raA-tic
means to keep their power.

K: In other words, the prinA-ciA-ple probA-lem is the strucA-ture of the unions — they are clienA-telisA-tic
and not very demoA-cA-raA-tic — which makes it difA-fiA-cult for SYRIZA to gain a foothold in the unions?

G: They were very close to the parA-ties that were in power. SYRIZA must not fall into the trap of using their power in
govA-ernA-ment to sow the same seeds in this field. It must leave the trade unions alone to change themselves.

K: One critA-iA-cism of SYRIZA is that the party is domA-iA-nated by uniA-verA-sity intelA-lecA-tuA-als, not
peoA-ple from the union moveA-ment — do you share this view?

G: Itis more or less true. But as | told you, the probA-lem is that peoA-ple in the unions who are memA-bers of
SYRIZA are few in numA-ber. And to be honA-est, perA-sonA-ally speakA-ing, | don’t proA-mote myself in SYRIZA
as a trade unionA-ist and in my trade union as a memA-ber of SYRIZA. They are two difA-ferA-ent roles. | try to
disA-tinA-guish and behave accordA-ing to where | am. Of course, between these two roles, the priA-orA-ity for me is
to be a dockA-worker and to proA-tect as much as | can the rights of my colA-leagues and my job. But apart from
this, | need some politA-iA-cal tools to make this hapA-pen. | think there will be fewer uniA-verA-sity guys and more
trade unionA-ists over time. But also | have to tell you that trade unionA-ism in Greece is quite devalued.

K: There is a negA-aA-tive opinA-ion of trade unions?

G: Yes, because of the very big conA-necA-tion between the parA-ties of New Democracy and PASOK with the trade
unions. | think I told you before that many presA-iA-dents of the ConA-fedA-erA-aA-tion of Greek WorkA-ers, after the
end of their term, became minA-isA-ters, withA-out explainA-ing or havA-ing any process open to the peoA-ple or
open to the unions. It was just a very perA-sonal deciA-sion, passA-ing from one role to the other. So all these
behavA-iors creA-ated probA-lems and peoA-ple were leavA-ing the unions. What we're tryA-ing to do in our union is
to fight this. Of course we have few things in comA-mon with such behavA-iors. On the conA-trary, we have very
open approaches, we try to mobiA-lize peoA-ple, we try to involve new memA-bers and young memA-bers in
decision makA-ing in the union, so while we might not one of the best, | think we have a very good approach to this.
And we think that unionA-ism is a tool to have comA-mon demands and to fight for our comA-mon demands. It
should not be seen as only a step for one perA-son to become more powA-erA-ful or more domA-iA-nant. WhoA-ever
holds these posiA-tions has to serve for the good of everyA-body, not to serve their perA-sonal interests.

K: The Piraeus B elecA-toral disA-trict near the port had among the strongest supA-port for SYRIZA in the
elecA-tions in 2012 and in 2015. Why has there been such strong supA-port there?

G: GenA-erA-ally, in the poorA-est areas, SYRIZA got the biggest perA-centA-ages. The vote was quite class
oriA-ented. In Piraeus, and in the wider area of Piraeus, | think the seriousA-ness of the approach of SYRIZA, the
sinA-cere interA-venA-tion, you know, all the activA-iA-ties of the last three years, have awarded SYRIZA with this
perA-centA-age of the vote.

K: You have been very active in orgaA-nizA-ing with the party in Piraeus. What kinds of activA-iA-ties has
SYRIZA been involved in there?
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G: SolA-iA-darA-ity for All in Piraeus, an orgaA-niA-zaA-tion supA-ported mainly by SYRIZA, serves daily meals.
There are also the “solA-iA-darA-ity lessons”, free classes for stuA-dents who canA-not afford to have priA-vate
lessons for the uniA-verA-sity exams, as well as social pharA-maA-cies and social docA-tors, checkA-ing peoA-ple
for free and preA-scribA-ing and so on. These are immeA-diA-ate actions for the sociA-ety done withA-out
checkA-ing people’s staA-tus, unlike Golden Dawn. Every vulA-nerA-aA-ble perA-son is accepted. It's a healthy
interA-venA-tion in sociA-ety. Of course we are tryA-ing to tell peoA-ple that they should mobiA-lize and collectively
demand their rights. But it's not to make them be a memA-ber of SYRIZA or to work for SYRIZA and so on.

There is also a coorA-diA-natA-ing body of anti-fascists in Piraeus and we are in it. We don’t have our own
camA-paigns. We try to supA-port the comA-mon strugA-gles, the anti-fascist strugA-gles. On the conA-trary, the
ComA-muA-nist Party is unforA-tuA-nately out of this, with their own interA-venA-tion, which is very low, | have to tell
you. They don’t make freA-quent protests, and so on, although they were a tarA-get and they are still a tarA-get of
fasA-cists. But they are very afraid to get involved in a comA-mon strugA-gle. On the other hand, we have very good
relaA-tions with peoA-ple from ANTARSYA, espeA-cially in anti-fascist strugA-gles, despite our difA-ferA-ences. |
don’t think there is an anti-fascist moveA-ment or manA-iA-fesA-taA-tion, in Piraeus at least, that we do not
parA-ticA-iA-pate in.

K: supA-port for Golden Dawn is less than it was one, two, or three years ago. Why do you think this is?

G: In my opinA-ion, they should be even less powA-erA-ful, they should lose more than 5% of the perA-centA-age.
UnforA-tuA-nately, they kept 6.5% or someA-thing like this. It's a big perA-centA-age if you conA-sider that their
leadA-erA-ship is in prison, that they don’t have the finanA-cial resources they used to have, and, most imporA-tantly,
that it is now pubA-licly well-known that they are engaged in crimA-iA-nal activA-iA-ties. So it's an unforA-tuA-nate
result and it's quite painful to have 6,000 or so of your neighA-bors vote for Golden Dawn. | expect from SYRIZA first
of all to put them on trial, to give them a fair trial, and at the same time, from the perA-specA-tive of being in
govA-ernA-ment, to proA-mote anti-fascism and anti-racism so as to start changA-ing the menA-talA-ity of those
peoA-ple who are now votA-ing for Golden Dawn, to change their oriA-enA-taA-tion and to be clear with sociA-ety
about their crimA-iA-nal face.

K: As a union leader and a SYRIZA memA-ber, when you speak to memA-bers of your own union or to
workA-ers in Piraeus in genA-eral who aren’t memA-bers or supA-portA-ers of SYRIZA, what kinds of
arguA-ments do peoA-ple make and how do you respond and try to orgaA-nize them?

G: First of all, they are afraid that they are going to act like the preA-viA-ous govA-ernA-ments. They say now that
they are not going to priA-vaA-tize the port and finally they will do it. So these are the main arguA-ments | hear. What
| say honA-estly is that | don’t believe they will do it, but in case they are presA-sured or they change their mind, I'm
sure that they are going to fight from a betA-ter posiA-tion. We are going to have for sure a more demoA-cA-raA-tic
govA-ernA-ment. I'm cerA-tain we are going to take part in an open dialogue, and anyA-way, not only our abilA-ity to
fight but our responA-siA-bilA-ity to fight is here. And we are going to be against anyA-one, even if it's SYRIZA in
power, who undermines our rights and our jobs. It's clear.

K: Are there other strateA-gic secA-tors that you would like to see pass to pubA-lic ownership?

G: Energy comA-paA-nies, for sure, | don't have to menA-tion the health sysA-tem and educaA-tion sysA-tem,
uniA-verA-siA-ties, trains and roads, should be taken back from subA-conA-tracA-tors that have taken a very big
amount of money. For examA-ple, | travA-eled to my vilA-lage which is 350 km from Athens recently durA-ing the
ChristA-mas holA-iA-days and we paid 45 euros for the tolls, for the roads that were paid to be conA-structed by the
state. | want to see my dad but | don’t want to pay 45 euros to go and see him. So for all these secA-tors, | think they
should remain public.
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K: What is your opinA-ion of the arguA-ments made by SYRIZA figA-ures like Costas LapavitA-sas in favor of
Greece leavA-ing the Eurozone?

G: PerA-sonA-ally, | think the euro as a curA-rency is a means, it’s not the objecA-tive. It's the means to have an
econA-omy. What is an econA-omy? An econA-omy is ok if it serves peoA-ple and proA-vides a cerA-tain level of
secuA-rity to the peoA-ple — jobs, health sysA-tems, eduA-caA-tion. So in those terms, the euro is a tool. Apart from
this, it is a politA-iA-cal issue. | would preA-fer to see what chances we have inside the EuroA-zone. And after that,
for sure inside the EuroA-pean Union, which is someA-thing difA-ferA-ent. And after that if they insist, if they say, you
have to keep getA-ting fucked over, you have to be sacA-riA-ficed so as to remain in the EuroA-zone, no. | think that
if that moment comes, we should go to a refA-erA-enA-dum and decide altoA-gether. And from LapavitA-sas’ side, |
was folA-lowA-ing him durA-ing 2011 and 2012 — for two years, | was folA-lowA-ing his speeches. | was quite open to
hearA-ing such opinA-ions but | was not perA-suaded that they have a clear answer espeA-cially for the first period of
a transA-fer from the euro to a local curA-rency. They didn’'t conA-vince me that they have someA-thing conA-crete to
proA-pose to the peoA-ple for those first critA-iA-cal six months of tranA-siA-tion. And you know, our sociA-ety is not
trained or eduA-cated to sufA-fer under such terms. For examA-ple, if you leave the euro, the iPhone will be three or
four times more expenA-sive. | don't care. | don’t give a damn. But many peoA-ple give a damn about some items
that they don’t even have the power to buy in euros. So I'm ready to wait for gasoA-line and to do my part and not to
demand more but | know many guys around me that would be happy to simA-ply take their share and their family’s
share for the month. So | think we’re not trained well enough to conA-front such a danger.

K: There have been some critA-iA-cisms that SYRIZA has moved toward perA-sonA-alA-isA-tic
leadA-erA-ship and is becomA-ing too focused on indiA-vidA-ual politiA-cians — do you share this view?

G: It's becomA-ing too presA-iA-denA-tial, yes. That's true. I'm one of these guys that are critA-iA-cizA-ing Tsipras
although | recA-ogA-nize that he is very charisA-matic, very clever, very effiA-cient. He can repA-reA-sent our core
ideas and all this that we call SYRIZA. Unfortunately, the last six months, we have seen that the party
proA-ceA-dures were not respected and some deciA-sions were taken with a small group around the presA-iA-dent.
This is a probA-lem. This is a probA-lem which we have addressed within the organs of the party. It's someA-thing
that we canA-not preA-vent now, now that he is Prime MinA-isA-ter. This kind of thing will hapA-pen more and more,
| think. But | hope that the colA-lecA-tive reacA-tions, the colA-lecA-tive interA-venA-tions will ameA-lioA-rate this.
And of course I'm not saying that he’s like GeorA-gios PapanA-dreou or SamaA-ras. He’s a left guy. And he’s not
going to act in such a way. But ok, within the left specA-trum, he has made some mistakes — not respectA-ing the
organs of the party — and he was tryA-ing espeA-cially durA-ing the pre-election period to put things as far back as
posA-siA-ble so as to have less colA-lecA-tive proA-ceA-dures. I'm also critA-iA-cal of this. But | don’t know if it's
perA-sonal decisions or peoA-ple surA-roundA-ing him. For examA-ple, there are one or two guys that are are not so
clever, in my opinA-ion, that don’t have such a colA-lecA-tive way of actA-ing, though | don’t want to minA-iA-mize his
responA-siA-bilA-iA-ties. | preA-fer to give responA-siA-bilA-ity to a team, a party, a union. That's why I'm accusA-ing
the team of leadA-erA-ship. It's not just one man.

K: Do you parA-ticA-iA-pate in a politA-iA-cal curA-rent within SYRIZA?

G: | was parA-ticA-iA-patA-ing in the meetA-ings of AKOA, the RenewA-ing ComA-muA-nist Ecological Left, a
EuroA-comA-muA-nist party and one of the foundA-ing memA-bers of SYRIZA. Inside SYRIZA, AKOA, with two
smaller groups, creA-ated ANASA, which in Greek means breathe. ANASA became an offiA-cial politA-iA-cal
curA-rent. It doesn’t have a strucA-ture, there is an open diaA-logue between ANASA and some guys from the
majority of the party, meanA-ing close to Tsipras and close to the president’s group. They're critA-iA-cal and they
creA-ated what is called the Group of Fifty-Three, fifty-three memA-bers of the cenA-tral comA-mitA-tee. So this
Group of Fifty-Three, it's getA-ting bigA-ger and bigA-ger, it's not fifty-three anyA-more, it's more. We don't have a
very strict strucA-ture. ActuA-ally it's a group for diaA-logue that is tryA-ing to proA-mote colA-lecA-tivA-ity within the
party, tryA-ing to preA-vent facA-tionA-alA-ism, tryA-ing to preA-vent the leadA-erA-ship from makA-ing deciA-sions
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withA-out being approved by the colA-lecA-tive, and tryA-ing to preA-vent the presA-iA-denA-tial leaderA-ship group
from makA-ing misA-takes and takA-ing deciA-sions out of the hands of the party.

K: What can worker moveA-ments in genA-eral learn from this experience?

G: This topic we could talk about for some hours. Look, the motto that SYRIZA used durA-ing the pre-election period
was that hope is comA-ing. So now we feel that hope has come and we think it's a great opporA-tuA-nity for the
workA-ing class to start breathA-ing. In my perA-sonal opinA-ion, it's a period of responA-siA-bilA-ity for all of us to
go beyond ourA-selves, not to have the first demand be for our union, for ourA-selves, but to try to develop more
colA-lecA-tive demands, more funA-daA-menA-tal demands, and to start the hard work of posA-iA-tive critA-iA-cism,
of seriA-ous impact proA-posA-als. Because | think now we are fightA-ing from a betA-ter posiA-tion, but we are still
fightA-ing. It doesn’'t mean that just because we have a very charisA-matic Prime MinA-isA-ter with good
minA-isA-ters that this is the end of the story, no. I've know these guys for many years. They are guys like ourselves.
So | can imagA-ine that if | were in that posiA-tion how imporA-tant it could be for me to have the supA-port of the
peoA-ple. | would feel more secure havA-ing peoA-ple back me. Not to folA-low them and to say yes to everyA-thing
they say, no, but to supA-port the right deciA-sions, to keep our presA-ence and to keep our sigA-naA-ture being
active in every deciA-sion they take. It's really seriA-ous and | feel more responA-siA-bilA-ity because as General
SecA-reA-tary of the union, it's a lot of work for me to mobiA-lize peoA-ple, havA-ing fulfilled their main demand,
meanA-ing that the port is not going to be sold but | want the state to own it. It's difA-fiA-cult. But it's the only way
we’'re going to sucA-ceed, knowA-ing that the proA-gram is not someA-thing revA-oA-luA-tionA-ary. It's a clear social
demoA-cA-raA-tic proA-gram. But in order to achieve a socialA-ist sociA-ety, we need some time so as to pass
through a real social demoA-cA-raA-tic path with socialA-ism as the end goal.

K: What is the sigA-nifA-iA-cance of the elecA-tion for workA-ers outA-side of Greece?

G: | have to tell you that | have received from our friends who are dockA-workA-ers in Europe many, many
mesA-sages, conA-gratA-uA-laA-tions, very optiA-mistic mesA-sages. They are waitA-ing, at least the peoA-ple | am
in conA-tact with, and they are very close to my mentalA-ity, they were very happy. And they really want to see this
govA-ernA-ment succeed, because they feel that this will trigA-ger changes in this direcA-tion in their countries. | do
believe that the govA-ernA-menA-tal change in Greece will have a snowA-ball effect.

K: What can peoA-ple outA-side of Greece do to supA-port the politA-iA-cal process in Greece?

G: First of all, they should not lisA-ten to the mainA-stream mass media and should try to find alterA-naA-tive
inforA-maA-tion. It's really imporA-tant. I'm folA-lowA-ing what the mass media in GerA-many has been sayA-ing
these past two or three days and it’s really too biased. They are against the new govA-ernA-ment and they don't tell
the truth. The secA-ond thing is that they should show their solA-iA-darA-ity actively. For examA-ple, | know that
today (JanuA-ary 31) PODEMOS are havA-ing a big manA-iA-fesA-taA-tion in Madrid, so as to critA-iA-cize Rajoy for
his stateA-ments at the EuroA-pean meetA-ing about EuroA-pean debt. These kinds of actions are really
encourA-agA-ing the Greek peoA-ple and encourA-agA-ing Greece’s new elected govA-ernA-ment to go on. To
EuroA-peans, | have to say that we have to remain together and to remain together as nations, not as
comA-paA-nies or as multiA-naA-tionA-als. SYRIZA is another Greek experA-iA-ment. Greece was an
experA-iA-ment in ausA-terA-ity for the past five years and now | think it will be an experA-iA-ment in prosperity.
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