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Solidarity with the Greek people!

This statement was adopted by the International Committee of the Fourth International
meeting in Amsterdam on 24 February 2015.

The electoral victory of Syriza and the rout of the parties committed to repecting the demands of the Troika was also
a frontal challenge to the European ruling classes and institutions.

For the first time, the regressive social plans imposed for 4 years on the European working classes have been
repudiated electorally, bringing to government a party that, despite contradictory statement, waged its campaign
mainly around the rejection of these plans. This was in the country in Europe,that has suffered the most violent social
attacks imposed by the memorandum of the European Union, the ECB and the IMF,

Consequently, the arrival of this government was a sign of hope for all those, in Europe in particular, who are
suffering from  these same policies and for the social and political forces who seek to point the way to a fightback
against austerity policies.

Just after its election, the Tsipras government announced that it was going to implement a series of measurements
that broke with the commitments of former prime minister Samaras.

These declarations immediately ran up against the demands of the European Union and the Troika. On February 4th,
the European Central Bank announced that the refinancing of the Greek banks was stopped, because it no longer
accepted the bonds of the Greek debt. At the same time there was a massive movement of withdrawals of liquidities
in Greece. The pressure on the Tsipras government has been increasing in these recent days, in the meetings of the
Eurogroup, that Greece should accept and maintain the framework of the memorandum, pressure supported by all
the European governments, of both the right and social democracy. The unanimous and visible desire is to strangle
the Greek government by controlling its banking system.

The demands put forward by the Eurogroup demonstrate that the idea of a break with the austerity policies without a
confrontation with the European Union is impossible in practice.

Over and above the words, in the first agreements made between the Eurogroup and the government of Tsipras, the
government undertakes to reimburse fully and in respect of the deadlines its creditors. This is a retreat on the
undertakings given to the Greek people.

A long-term battle is underway. The European institutions are once again displaying their desire to impose extremely
harsh neo-liberal policies which lead to the economic and social marginalisation of whole countries. For any force
which wants to stand against the dominant choices in economic policy, rupture is an essential condition. The
rejection of the memorandums, of the budgetary diktats of the EU, the non-repayment of most of the debt are the key
questions of confrontation. It is up to the Greek social and political forces themselves in the framework of a very
broad and democratic discussion to choose the methods that seem the most appropriate to carry out such an
anti-Troika policy building the best relationship of forces possible within the population in Greece, and addressing the
European populations, who are also victims of austerity.

This policy cannot be consolidated without a policy that breaks with all the antisocial attacks imposed on the Greek
people in the last four years in wages, health, the right to work and housing. Such an orientation require the taking of

Copyright © International Viewpoint - online socialist magazine Page 2/3

https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article3905


Solidarity with the Greek people!

anticapitalist measures, of inroads into capitalist property, nationalization of the banks, and certain key sectors of the
economy, reorganization of the economy to satisfy elementary social needs. To impose these solutions, social
mobilization and workers' control of their own affairs are essential.

A decisive battle has begun in Greece, but all the peoples of Europe are concerned. The Greek people should not
remain isolated. The leaders of the European Union claim to speak in the name of their people in their desire to
strangle the Greek people.

We must immediately build a massive movement of solidarity with the Greek people, their political and social labour
movement, to build a Europe-wide relationship of forces in the struggle for who imposes their will in Greece, through
the mobilisation of the great forces of the worekrs' movement throughout Europe. The fight to put an end to austerity
will be able to develop only through mobilizations of the major forces of the labour movement throughout Europe. We
must stop the European Union governments from continuing to impose their diktats, reject any interference, any
blackmail. It is for the people to decide their own business. We - with campaign groups, the trade union movement
and political organizations throughout Europe - must build a wall of solidarity with the Greek people, against the
policies of the troika. This is the task that the militants of our International will take up in the days and the weeks to
come.
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