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Portugal: Deadly forest fires

Seven people have died and 118 have been injured in the fires that have been raging since
September 15 in the north and centre of the country. In just three days, 2024 has become the
year with the fourth-largest area burned in the last decade.

Seven people have died and 118 have been injured in the fires that have been raging since September 15 in the
north and centre of the country. In just three days, 2024 has become the year with the fourth-largest area burned in
the last decade.

Between Sunday and late Tuesday afternoon, more than 71,000 hectares burned in Portugal, compared to 22,500
hectares previously, including the 5,000 hectares of the Madeira fires. In just three days, what was supposed to be a
quiet year in terms of burned areas has become the fourth-worst year of the last decade. The figures are published
by Público , but the newspaper warns that they are based on satellite images and therefore may be excessive. But
even if we do not take into account 15 per cent  of the burned area, this year's figures are only exceeded by those of
2016, 2017 and 2022.

In the north and centre of the country, the fires have spread due to weather conditions considered to be the most
severe, particularly the easterly wind with strong gusts. On Wednesday, the National Emergency and Civil Protection
Authority (INEM) counted five deaths and 118 injured , including ten in serious condition, stressing that the number of
deaths was transmitted to it by the INEM and does not include the two civilians who died of a sudden illness. The
maximum risk of fire affected 50 municipalities on Wednesday and the government decided to extend the state of
alert until Thursday.

More than 100 active fires
On Wednesday morning, there were more than 100 active fires, with restarts and wind changes during the night,
which made the situation in Águeda "uncontrollable" and approached urban centres. The firefighters who fought the
Albergaria a-Velha fire , which has entered the resolution phase, are also fighting these fires. During the night, the
Castro Daire fire progressed towards Arouca , reaching the Paiva footbridges and confining several villages, after
people with reduced mobility had been evacuated. In Covilhã, the night was spent fighting a fire in a pine forest area
in Gibraltar that had escaped the Serra da Estrela fire two years ago.

Very complicated traffic
Several fires are also raging in the Porto district and some villages have evacuated their inhabitants . In Mangualde
and São Pedro do Sul, it is reported that homes and businesses have been destroyed by fire. By late morning, Civil
Protection reported 142 fires, 58 of which were in the final stages, with more than 5,500 agents on the ground,
accompanied by 1,700 land resources and 37 air resources.

At the same time, the government reported that rail traffic on the Douro line between Marco de Canaveses and
Régua and on the Vouga line had been interrupted, with several trains suspended. The A43 motorway between
Gondomar and the A41 and the A41 between Medas and Aguiar de Sousa were also closed on Wednesday morning,
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as was the A25 between Albergaria and Reigoso ( Viseu ), as well as several national roads.

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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