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People Before Profit TDs condemn Minister Seán Fleming’s McCarthyite ‘Putin’s puppets’ smear 

People Before Profit introduced a motion in the Dáil this morning that called on the Government to
withdraw plans for legislation to end the triple lock [this imposes UN approval as well as of the
Government and the Dáil before the Defence Forces are sent on peacekeeping missions]; to commit
to a referendum on enshrining neutrality in the Constitution; and to end the use of Shannon airport
by the US military.

Deputy Paul Murphy clashed with Tánaiste Micheál Martin during the Dáil debate. Deputy Murphy said “I called out
the dishonesty of the Tánaiste and the Government in their shameless undermining of neutrality. I pointed out that
the Tánaiste is promoting a ‘red herring’ by claiming that the triple lock means our participation in peacekeeping
missions depends on the agreement of UN Security Council members. That is not true. The truth is that the Defence
(Amendment) Act 2006 means that Irish troops may participate in peacekeeping missions which are endorsed,
supported or approved by the General Assembly of the UN. UN Security Council members do not have a veto, yet
the Tánaiste repeats that it does on an almost daily basis, and he did it again in the Dáil this morning”.

Deputy Murphy also said “The notion that we need to get rid of the triple lock so we can deploy more than 12 troops
to rescue Irish civilians abroad is another red herring. The 2006 Act provides an exemption to triple lock in cases
where defence forces are ‘undertaking humanitarian tasks’. It’s time for these Government lies to stop”.

Deputy Bríd Smith said “In the Dáil this morning, Minister Fleming disgraced himself by again using the ‘Putin’s
puppets’ smear. The Minister knows full well that we are relentless critics of Putin’s invasion of Ukraine and his
authoritarian right wing politics. We oppose all the imperial powers and we will never waver on that, and it was right
that the Minister was made to withdraw his baseless claim”. [1]

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett TD said “We saw again in the Dáil today the emergence of a new McCarthyism. These
are the tactics of the US during cold war merchants - tactics that brought the world to the brink of nuclear war in the
1960s. Fianna Fáil have hob-nobbed with Putin in the past. People Before Profit haven’t and never will. On the
contrary we know socialist co-thinkers who are in jail in Russia right now for opposing Putin and his bloody war in
Ukraine. But we are against the escalation of the war in Ukraine to what could ultimately be a nuclear war, and we
stand by that position.

“Our motion will be voted on in the Dáil this evening and we hope that a majority of TDs will vote to protect neutrality
and the triple lock and to end the use of Shannon airport by the US military.”

29 May 2024

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.

[1] The Irish TImes, 29 May “‘Puppets of Putin’: Dáil suspended amid heated row over junior minister’s comments”.
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