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On the Recent Agreement Between Damascus and the Kurdish Administration

How should we interpret the recent agreement between the Syrian Kurdish movement and
the new Syrian government? Does it mark the end of a decade of Kurdish self-administration
in northeastern Syria? Or is it merely a temporary arrangement, destined to join the long list
of Middle Eastern agreements announced as final, only to collapse shortly thereafter?
Answering this question requires an assessment of both the nature of the agreement itself and
the circumstances that produced it.
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