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Nigeria: against oil industry impunity 

The Niger Delta has been totally devastated by decades of oil exploitation in Nigeria by the
major Western oil companies. Huge tracts of land and mangrove swamps have been totally
contaminated by oil, destroying all living things. People's livelihoods, such as fishing and
farming, have been wiped out. There is no longer any drinking water, and the air is polluted
by the dozens of flares that burn continuously.

Shirking responsibility
The main oil companies are fleeing and selling their facilities to Nigerian companies. Their aim is to get rid of the
wells, which have become less profitable and dangerous due to their obsolescence. It's also a way for them to get
away from their duty to clean up and compensate the Ogale and Bille communities. This is why TotalEnergies sold its
assets to Chappal Energies for $860 million. Italy's ENI sold its shares to Oando, and Exxon Mobile did the same for
Seplat Energy. All these sales were made with the blessing of Nigeria's President, Bola Tinubu, a former accountant
with Mobil Nigeria, whose nephew is a director of the company Oando.

The Shell trial
Shell was about to do the same, with the backing of the Ministry of Petroleum Resources. The deal with Renaissance
Africa Energy Company Limited, a consortium of four companies, was worth $2.4 billion, but parliament and the
regulatory agency, under pressure from NGOs, opposed it. At the same time, members of the Ogale and Bille
communities took legal action in London against the Anglo-Dutch company, which remains the largest in the Niger
Delta. The case is now being heard by the UK High Court.

Shell's defence is that most of the oil leaks that pollute the environment are due to hijackings by traffickers. To
counter these arguments, Amnesty International, one of the parties involved in this battle, had to analyze tens of
thousands of pieces of data showing the dilapidated state of the installations, in particular the corrosion of the
pipelines. It was able to do this thanks to the mobilization of 3,545 volunteers from 142 countries to meticulously
examine every document, every image. The demand is that Shell carry out clean-up work and pay compensation to
the people who have suffered these serious consequences.
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PS:

if you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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