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Kurdistan/Turkey: A Newroz of hope against a backdrop of coup d'état

This year's Newroz festival in Diyarbakir drew huge crowds with one hope: to finally find a
political solution to the decades-long conflict in the Kurdish region. A Newroz message from
the imprisoned leader of the Kurdistan Workers’ (PKK), Abdullah Öcalan, was broadcast
over the loudspeakers, something that had not happened for several years, as Öcalan has
been in total isolation. The portrait of the charismatic PKK president was everywhere, which
was not previously allowed. So was the portrait of Selahettin Demirtas, former chair of the
HDP party (now DEM). Negotiating a ceasefire is no simple matter.
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