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'It is time for rage'

Comrades, we are trapped.
We are trapped between the barbarism of capital accumulation and the subsequent
nonchalant greed it enables.

As our lives become more worthless by the hour, we are trapped between the military machine deployed to defend
private property at all costs, and the ruling class it has vowed to uphold.

We are trapped between the death cult that is capital accumulation and its tendency to accumulate, store, bargain for
better deals, negotiate and accumulate further, even at its own risk. Especially at our expense.

The August 4 blast is an immediate and irreversible ramification of the ruling class' deliberate indispensability of the
masses. The capitalist, neoliberal system was built at our expense, and always - without exception - seeks to serve
the interests of the ruling class. It will never be more evident and salient than it is today the extent to which our lives
are regarded as expendable and worthless.

But the blast does not propagate evenly. It rips apart working-class neighbourhoods relentless and with impunity.
Wave after wave, we can feel our precarity laid bare as our windows and doors shattered, and our buildings
collapsed. The explosion both accelerates our condition and decelerates business as usual. It is in this
spatio-temporal reality that we are trapped.

Our livelihoods are closest to the epicentres of destruction. How could they not be, when our livelihoods depend on
reproducing chaos, zombie capitalism, and our destitute condition? It slows uncovers their violence and their
gentrifying displacement. As their interminable towers merely tremble, their children are kept safe by our comrades,
domestic workers.

This regime functions precisely as it was constructed to: to exploit us, displace us, crush us and kill us,
unapologetically and without hesitation.

They are untouchable even in defeat. They are indestructible even in catastrophe

But they are unreachable no more.

As thousands of families remain stranded and homeless, it is now our duty to occupy their luxurious homes. The
ones purposefully kept empty as a form of class war, as an undying bourgeois sneer. We must occupy what they
think is theirs. We must occupy what is, in fact, ours.

As this catastrophe steadily becomes militarized, it is our duty to fight against the unfolding military coup that is going
to be perpetually imposed on us.

As we are living through famine, hunger, and poverty, it is our duty to supply for our comrades. To fight for food
sovereignty. To divorce dependency from our bellies.
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We must demand justice for our dead. For our victims.

We do not need any investigations. We know who the culprits are. Structurally, yes it is the ruling class, its third-party
tradesmen, middle-men, technicians of doom, and trades of destruction.

We must form neighbourhood committees, and workers must control their own destiny, both in the production and
reproduction of wealth. We must rebuild our own homes. We must share them with our comrades.

We must open public schools. Transform them into temporary hospitals for the wounded.

We must honour our dead. Celebrate their lives. Continue their fight.

We must not let them force us into normalisation. Nothing that we have lived through in our lifetimes, and in the last
year, has been 'normal'.

As we look at Palestine and Syria, we know that our struggles are intertwined, as are our regimes. Millions of
Syrians, Palestinians, Sudanese, Algerians and Arabs have fought their regimes in an open war of manoeuvre that
has not said its last word. We are nothing if not a continuation of this war.

We must gather the strength to emulate our comrades in 1982 who fought against the Israel onslaught of Beirut. We
will fight capitalism at home as we have previously fought imperialism.

We must be inspired by our Syrian comrades who have lived through thousands of the regime's barrel bombs and
Islamist occupation.

We must draw inspiration from our Sudanese comrades in their organising and from our Algerian comrades in their
perseverace.

Comrades, the time has come for us to organise and obliterate capitalism and its enablers.

It is now time for rage. For revenge. For justice. It is time to obliterate this regime, by any means necessary. We need
to organise, and we need to organise now.

And with that, death to the system that kills our comrades.

Beirut, 11 August 2020

Alliance of Middle East Socialists

PS:
If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate
then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing
functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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