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From impasse to the road to reaction: an urgent assessment of the political scenario

The defeat of the left-wing bloc in the municipal and regional elections on 28 May has
unleashed a political earthquake. The ruling Partido Socialista Obrero Español – PSOE or
Spanish Socialist Workers Party – lost six of the eight autonomous communities in which it
governed. Now, the Valencian Community, Aragon, Extremadura, the Balearic Islands, La
Rioja and the Canary Islands will be governed by the right.

The Popular Party also accumulated electoral power winning many provincial capitals (Valladolid, Zaragoza,
Valencia, all the Andalusian ones, except Jaén...) and consolidating its stronghold in Madrid. Vox was consolidated
as a state political force. The  governmental left is sinking, with Podemos disappearing in Madrid, the Canary Islands
and the Valencian Community and becoming a residual party in the territories; Ada Colau lost Barcelona city council.
The radical left, like the Candidatura d'Unitat Popular – CUP or Popular Unity Candidacy – and Adelante Andalucía,
have fared no better in these elections: the former lost 40,000 votes and turned into a party of the Catalan peoples,
Adelante Andalucía lost Cádiz and is no longer in key cities such as Jerez or Seville. Only the Bloque Nacionalista
Galego – BNG or Galician Nationalist Bloc – and EH Bildu improved their results in Galicia and Euskal Herria, while
Más Madrid managed to remain the leading opposition force to Ayuso and Almeida. This is, in a descriptive way, the
political panorama that has led Pedro Sánchez to call elections for 23 July.

From transformism to restoration
These results can be read as a shift to the right. In the field of institutional power and the political environment, they
certainly are. However, Pedro Sánchez's manoeuvre is an attempt to avoid the wear and tear of months on the
defensive, with an emboldened Partido Popular –PP or People’s Party – and pressure from Ciudadanos – Citizens –
and a left of the government that, through the umpteenth attempt to refound itself around Yolanda Díaz , was trying to
surf what by all accounts is already a deep crisis. Many analysts have insisted that Pedro Sánchez is betting
everything on one last chance to win, with his usual style of playing poker. It is possible that the maths plays out:
there is a possibility that it will be a close election. But the truth is that the turn to the right of Spanish society cannot
be ignored. As much as Pedro Sánchez tries to save himself (we'll see if he succeeds), the right is experiencing an
ascendant phase and the left a process of decline, with clear symptoms of decomposition of some of Sánchez
agents, as is the case of Podemos.

There are, without a doubt, international causes that determine Spanish politics and its state of mind. The
post-pandemic and war society is an exhausted society, in search of security in a context in which, after the collapse
and capitulation of the left-wing options that emerged in 2008, change is felt as something that can bring us closer to
a country of the capitalist periphery than like Sweden. This state of mind, present throughout the capitalist centre,
provokes a strong hegemony by the old middle classes and the reactionary right, who seek to unload the weight of
the crisis on the working class. But the central issue is that the progressive government has done nothing to
strengthen the working class throughout these years of government. The policy of social peace and agreement with
the employers has meant a decrease in wages without affecting benefits and the relationship of forces between the
classes remains exactly the same. The progressive left believes that its problem is fundamentally communicative, but
the problem is deeper: it is incapable of transforming anything substantially, because it lacks the will and social
strength to do so. Its project is that of capitalist modernisation and keeping Spain in the club of the declining imperial
periphery. Even if Pedro Sánchez got lucky and had the numbers to be in government, the restoration led by the right
would already be underway. The left of the government, already touched and half sunk after these elections, will seek
to endure in the midst of their disputes over positions and fights on social networks – all without making the slightest
strategic analysis of the effects of their integration into the regime. Tied hand and foot to the progressive bloc, its
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social attrition, no matter what happens in the next elections, is already unstoppable. In the medium term, this will
translate into new crises and implosion processes.

Two scenarios and one perspective
In the most unlikely, but not ruled out, scenario, the progressive government would repeat its mandate. We say that it
cannot be ruled out, because the electoral arithmetic indicates this, even though the political dynamics go in the
opposite direction. The government would continue its modernising policy for a while, preparing for the EU directives
(little debated in our secondary-obsessed public sphere) announcing spending cuts in the name of the deficit,
redistributing European funds, increasing military spending and boosting the wage freeze via agreements between
employers and unions. There is no other horizon: stop the right, in order to continue with the same policies as
always.

In the event that the right wins, the first dilemma would be the entry of Vox into the government. But it is important to
note that this would not mean a regime change. Some of the weak measures taken by the government would be
repealed: others would stay. Political repression of the militant left would undoubtedly increase in degree, with the
gag law that the progressive government has not repealed. The most novel thing would be the exclusion of the big
unions from the social agreement. But social dynamics are not like a fountain that turns on and off: against a
demoralised and exhausted left, the opposition would play the classic role of an aspiring turnista. The PSOE would
lead the opposition, and the so-called PSOE left would accelerate its Italian-style crisis.

Neither the social nor trade-union movements nor the eco-socialist and anti-capitalist left, in a broad sense, that
oppose this progressive government should consider this second scenario positive. In the first place, because it
would not mean any attrition on the left of this government, but rather a turn to the right that would redouble the
attacks on the working class. Secondly, because the conditions of political freedom (without having to talk nonsense
about fascism) would worsen considerably. Thirdly, because it takes time for fractions of the working class to break
away from the progressive bloc, through a clearly disappointing government experience. This does not mean
endorsing the logic of the lesser evil or submitting to the blackmail of some progressive parties, which are primarily
responsible for this situation. The fundamental thing is to rearm for what is to come and try to understand why this
cycle of restoration has been opened without repeating the same mistakes. The construction of an eco-socialist and
anti-capitalist political project will not face the same scenarios if the progressive bloc or the right governs, but the
important thing, whatever happens, is that we do not stop working to open another perspective.

I don't think it makes much sense to get involved in debates about the vote where there are no left-wing options that
are outside the progressive government bloc. The calls for abstention have more to do with the self-construction of
the group (any militant of a revolutionary left group that has a real presence somewhere outside the internet knows
that a PP-Vox government will increase the political repression they suffer). Abstention in this specific context
implies, for the most part, disaffection and political apathy. This is something that could become anger in the future:
this is central, but to be serious, this social sector, key to future yellow vest-style outbreaks, will not determine its
political action by anyone's position right now. In the same way, the blackmailing logic that forces anyone opposed to
a right-wing government to become a vote-collecting adherent, despising militant construction and the need for a
project of rupture, is intolerable. Let progressivism earn its own votes and exhaust its path as far as it can. Those of
us who are committed to another path, based on class conflict, even though today it is a minority one, must prepare
ourselves for the challenges that come, seeking a coming together with all the emancipatory movements and putting
at its centre a strategy of accumulating forces to overthrow this political regime. We must also be capable of putting
together a social and political defence against the attacks that are coming. A major challenge, but in the twilight of
progressivism, it is the only way to sow the seeds of another future.
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Translated by David Fagan for International Viewpoint from Viento sur.

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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