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Local electionswere held in Franceon 15 March (first round) and 22 (second round). The
confusion that has emerged, one year beforethe presidential election, isa sign of a
fragmentation of the central bloc and theright, which islikely to produce a shift towardsthe
far right and, in the face of this, a splintering of the for ces of the Nouveau Front populaire
(New Popular Front - NFP) which compromises the construction of a unitary alternative.

Each political party is now obsessed with preparing for the presidential and legislative elections which, barring any
mishaps, will take place from April 2027. So, each political leader — and especially each future presidential candidate
— impatient to put an end to the Macron years, has taken stock of these municipal elections by affirming, each with
equal certainty, that they strengthen their political strategy to prepare for the major institutional deadline of 2027.
These municipal elections were therefore obligatory, in their eyes, to be a “warm-up tour” and, following their results,
each party wanted to read the augury of its own success in 2027. There has been a cacophony for a week, between
and within many parties, with many contradictory insights into the results.

Specificity of local elections

It is nevertheless surprising to claim to draw a “lesson” from these elections — and even less the legitimization of a
strategy for 2027 — because local elections have their own characteristics and, moreover, the results are largely
mixed for both sides. There is not “one lesson” from the local elections.

In France, local elections (the election of local councils in municipalities) take place every six years, in each of the
country's 34,875 municipalities. These municipalities are the result of a division made during the French Revolution
of 1789, essentially modelled on the map of Catholic parishes of the time. Since 1884, each has elected a municipal
council, more or less numerous depending on the size of the municipality, and a mayor. In Europe, such a large
number of municipalities is exceptional (the Spanish State, Germany and Italy have between 8,000 and 10,000
municipalities). But 32,000 of them have less than 3,500 inhabitants, in rural areas which now account for only 20.8%
of the French population. 33,173 municipalities had their mayor elected in the first round on 15 March, so mainly in
these rural areas where, two times out of three, there was only one “unlabelled” list.

Growing abstention

The clashes of political lists and their outcome therefore mainly concern municipalities with more than 3,500
inhabitants, which account for 69% of the population in 3,189 cities. First of all, it is important to highlight the constant
increase in abstention, in all elections in general, and in local elections in particular. There were 42.7% abstentions
this year, as turnout has been falling steadily for decades: they were less than 30% until 1997; in 2014 they were still
only 37.8%. All elections in France (regional, European, local) now have an increasing abstention rate, around one in
two voters. Only the presidential election has a higher turnout, but abstention is also steadily increasing, with more
than one in four voters in 2022. Moreover, according to INSEE studies, more than 10% of the electorate is not, or
does not believe itself to be, registered on the electoral rolls.

The only notable exception in this abstention curve was in 2024 the early parliamentary elections (which followed the
dissolution decided on by Macron) and which resulted in the victory of the NFP lists: abstentions had fallen from 53%
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in 2022 to only 33% in the two rounds of this election. The broad mobilization present during this election was
obviously out of step with the growing distance from the electoral processes. For these local elections, abstention
was higher among young people aged 18 to 25 (56%), 25 to 34 (60%), the electorate having an income of less than
€1250 (60%).

Erosion of PS and Republican results

The other specific point of these elections is the gap between the deep crisis of the traditional mainstream parties
(the Parti socialiste (PS) and the Republicans) at the national level over the past 10 years and the maintenance of
their presence in local institutions. But erosion is very present.

If we refer to the last twenty years, in towns with more than 30,000 inhabitants, the Republicans have gone from 102
town halls (120 with the “plural right”) in 2014 to 48 (97 with the “plural right”) in 2026. The same phenomenon
applies to the PS, which has gone from 98 town halls (106 with the “plural left”) in 2008 to 30 in 2026 (52 with the
“plural left”). The downward trend of the two old traditional parties is therefore obvious. Moreover, it should be noted
that the “plural left” and “plural right” tend to be as important as the mayors affiliated to the Republicans or the PS.

For its part, the Macronist “central bloc” (Horizons, Renaissance, Modem) with 43 town halls maintains the weight
that the centre-right already had in the 80s (Bayrou's Modem or Borloo's UDI). What is notable is that this “Macronist”
current, since 2017, has not structured itself as a national party and has been unable to supplant the traditional
parties at the local level.

In towns of more than 30,000 inhabitants, the RN won 12 municipalities and France Insoumise 6 (the French
Communist Party (PCF) has 19 municipalites — 25 in 2014). So for these medium-sized and large cities, there is a
slow but gradual loss for the Republicans and the Socialist Party.

TgeenR%ﬁ)%lPllqans and the break-up of the

These elections take place in two rounds and the lists can merge with each other or remain if they have won more
than 10% of the vote. Bruno Retailleau, president of the Republicans, was able to congratulate himself on the
evening of the second round by declaring that “the Republicans and their allies have won the largest number of votes
and elected representatives. We are still the leading local political force in France.” To invoke such figures, it is
necessary to mobilize the results in all cities with more than 3,500 inhabitants where, in fact, the right has elected
1267 mayors and 8.7 million votes. The PS and the “plural left” only have 829 town halls, but 9.2 million votes.

The LR is struggling to hide a serious failure in the big cities, Paris, Lyon, Marseille. The Republicans can only have
as trophies the election of three mayors of the “central bloc” which they support: Jean Luc Moudenc in Toulouse (a
member of the small France audacieuse group, close to Edouard Philippe's Horizons party), Thomas Cazenave in
Bordeaux, a Macronist from the very beginning, and Antoine Armand in Annecy, both members of Renaissance
(Macron’s party). The largest city led by a Republican is Clermont Ferrand, the 24th largest city in France, with
146,000 inhabitants.

Rachida Dati lost in Paris. Martine Vassal was largely outdistanced by the RN in Marseille and a union around the
socialist Benoit Payan. There was also a failure in Lyon where Jean Michel Aulas, former president of the Olympique
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Lyonnais football club, supported by the entire right, was defeated by the outgoing Green mayor Grégory Doucet,
whose list had merged with that of LFI. Finally, in Nice, while the Macronist Estrosi was officially supported by LR,
Retailleau clearly stated his refusal to support him, sending him back to back with Eric Ciotti, former president of the
LR, defector to the far right and now allied with the RN with his new small party UDR. Several LR elected officials
from the South-East, such as the mayor of Cannes, have clearly shown their support for Ciotti.

So Retailleau's triumphalist discourse on “LR being the biggest party in France” (LR gathered 4.8% in the 2022
presidential election and 4.3% in the 2024 parliamentary elections) serves the LR leadership to justify the forward
march announced to the party's Political Bureau: the designation of an LR candidate (either Retailleau directly, or
through an internal primary), following this, the party would perhaps propose a common primary for LR and the
parties of the central bloc (Renaissance and Horizons). This position is opposed to that of the party's other main
leader, Laurent Wauquiez, who would clearly like to open up to a primary integrating the far-right Reconquéte
(Knafo/Zemmour) party, a small party that is a member of the ENS group in the European Parliament with the
German AfD and the anti-Semites and anti-Roma of the Hungarian MHM.

The real lesson concerning the LR is that this party, already heavily weakened, comes out of these elections clearly
fragmented, underestimating the low electoral weight of their party for a presidential election, in the face of Horizons,
Edouard Philippe and the remnants of Renaissance on the one hand, and the RN on the other. All this for an
organization that is increasingly porous to the themes of the RN and to alliances with the far right. Being a substitute
for an Edouard Philippe candidacy or fraying in the face of the RN are the two risks that threaten LR, which
nevertheless sees itself as a rallying point with the “central bloc” of the Macronists.

In this camp of the Macronist centre-right and the right, there are nearly a dozen contenders, declared or not, for the
presidential election, all wanting (there are no women candidates for the moment in this current) to turn the page on
Macron, hoping to cover the same political space that had allowed the surprise victory, in 2017, by Emmanuel
Macron. In any case, the central bloc and the right have not yet found the means not to run in 2027.

Rassemblement national

The Rassemblement national did not “turn the table upside down” in these local elections, but with its ally the UDR of
Eric Ciotti, it won 57 town halls in the 3,060 cities with more than 3,500 inhabitants, compared to 9 in 2020. Its local
weight is still derisory compared to its weight in national elections, but it has reached a real level. The victory in Nice
is symbolic, but has difficulty erasing the failure suffered in Marseille and Toulon where a very good score in the first
round gave hope of a victory. The RN came up against a front from the right in Toulon and a front from the left in
Marseille. Only one RN elected official remains in a city of more than 100,000 inhabitants, Louis Aliot in Perpignan.

However, the RN is making progress in its institutional anchoring, particularly in the Var and the Nord region with
several medium-sized municipalities won and now these results may allow the election of several senators. [1] This is
one more step in a normalization where the party is nibbling away at votes on the right, the most spectacular image
being the place taken by its candidate in Marseille, Frank Alisio, gathering 35% of the vote in the first round, three
times more than the LR candidate, Martine Vassal, who appeared to be the favourite in the polls a few months before
the election.

All'in all, here again, despite everything, these results show the specificity of the local elections and the gap between
the real results and the comments of Jordan Bardella, who presented them as “the expression of a profound shift (...)
the end of an old world at the end of its rope”. The RN continues its race towards the presidential election with
Bardella or Le Pen, if she is not declared ineligible this summer. The municipal elections have shown both the
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banalisation of this neo-fascist party (and the banalisation also assumed by the right of the small Reconquéte party,
of Sarah Knafo and Eric Zemmour) and the growing porosity of the electoral base of the hard right and the far right.

Splintering of the NFP

The real problem manifested by these municipal elections is the taking of a further step in the fragmentation of the
components of the Nouveau front Populaire (NFP). Local elections have always been the most solid foundation, the
network of institutional political life in France (it is essentially the municipal councillors who elect the Senate), and
each traditional party has always wanted to “take care” of its presence at this level. La France Insoumise (LFI) had,
until then, not been concerned about its municipal presence. After its victory on the left with the New Ecological and
Social Popular Union (NUPES) in 2022, LFI had tried to negotiate agreements with its socialist, ecologist and PCF
partners to obtain at least one senatorial position in the elections of the same year. Its weak weight in the municipal
councils and a shopkeeper logic of the leaders of its allied parties led to a refusal and the continued eviction of LFI
from the Senate.

In 2020, LFI only had two mayors in cities with more than 5,000 inhabitants. Beyond this first reason to have a strong
influence in 2026, the announced strategy of LFI was to make these elections a springboard for the candidacy of
Jean-Luc Mélenchon in 2027. The consequence was the choice to present more than 500 LFI-labelled lists in all
cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants and in 80% of cities with more than 30,000 inhabitants, sticking to the areas
where the presidential and parliamentary elections had given the best results. It was therefore clearly a choice of
apparatus, but also linked to a strategy for 2027 aimed at making the most of the balance of power to impose itself as
having the only candidate who could pass the first round. It was therefore out of the question for Mélenchon to
present NFP lists again. LFI's campaigns were, on radical bases taking up the NFP's program, an affirmation without
a unitary approach.

For the PS, the choice was diametrically opposed. To try to rely on the remaining strength of this party at the level of
its local presence to give it back national visibility and build a sufficient balance of power, either for an autonomous
socialist candidacy in 2027 (with the possibility of a choice of the PS-Place publique with Raphaél Gluksmann), or to
participate in a primary of the left with the other components of the NFP (without Mélenchon) as was proposed in
Tours in January 2026 by a joint announcement by Olivier Faure, Marine Tondelier, Clémentine Autain, Francgois
Ruffin.

In parallel with these preparations, the weeks leading up to the local elections saw the multiplication of centrifugal
forces. Alongside the system set up by LFI, the rest of the NFP parties have built alliances of variable geometry,
according to local configurations. But while the Ecologists and the PCF left the door open to alliances with LFI
against the right, the leadership of the PS, under pressure from the right of the party (Jérébme Guedj and Francois
Hollande, in particular), affirmed “no national agreement in the second round with la France Insoumise”, rejecting LFI
as part of the “respectable” left (while leaving the possibility of local agreements quietly). This came after the leaders
of the PS multiplied the denunciations of LFI, resuming the despicable campaign of the right after the death of the
neo-Nazi Quentin Deranque and the multiplication of the denunciation of Mélenchon as an anti-Semite.

La France insoumise semblait donc mise sur la touche de ces élections et la physionomie du reste de la gauche unie
semblait donner du crédit aux partisans d’'une recomposition d’'une unité de la gauche « a I'ancienne » sous
domination sociale-démocrate. Malgré tout, des dynamiques militantes unitaires se sont construites, par exemple a
Saint-Denis ou a Toulouse.

The right wing of the party thus seemed to have sealed the party line, forcing Faure to close the page on the NFP
and even to rule out an open primary on the left with forces like the Greens and Aprés (which had rejected the PS's
line in the Assembly of support for the budgets of the Lecornu governments and had voted for censure several
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times). Marseille and Paris seemed to represent this line of unity of the NFP without LFI since the unity of all the
other components (Ecologists, PCF and Aprés) was achieved behind Emmanuel Grégoire in Paris and Benoit Payan
in Marseille.

La France Insoumise therefore seemed to be sidelined in these elections and the physiognomy of the rest of the
United Left seemed to give credence to the supporters of a recomposition of an “old-fashioned” left-wing unity under
social democratic domination. Despite everything, unitary activist dynamics have been built, for example in
Saint-Denis or Toulouse.

The results of the first round of the elections and the days that followed have belied this scenario. If the PS had
garnered good results, the spectacular breakthrough came from LFI, which won Saint-Denis, the largest municipality
in the Paris region, was in a clear position to win in Roubaix, and came out as head of the left in Toulouse, in
particular. The lists made more than 10% in 60% of the suburban municipalities, in 96 cities. These very good local
results reduced the press campaign of reaction to nothing and made LFI appear as a local popular force, an essential
component of the left.

LFI, reversing its position of isolation from the first round, nationally proposed the merger with the other lists of the left
to create an “anti-fascist front2, in practice to defeat the right. Despite the decision of the PS leadership, PS/LFI
agreements multiplied in many cities, such as Toulouse, Nantes, Tulle, Limoges, Clermont-Ferrand, signed in several
cases by socialists close to Hollande and Guedj, as in Tulles and Nantes. The entire campaign and the positioning of
the PS seemed to collapse like a house of cards and the unity of the left was to be rebuilt. But above all, the PS
confused its own voters, to whom most of the party's leaders had repeated that it was impossible to ally with
Mélenchon's party. In Paris and Marseille, the heads of the socialist lists refused to merge the lists. In Marseille, this
refusal seemed incomprehensible when the list of the socialist Benoit Payan was only ahead of that of the RN by
1.6%, that the LFI list had gathered 11.94% and that, in any case, many voters of the LR candidate (12.41%) would
turn to the RN in the second round, giving the mayoralty to the far right. Despite the sectarian refusal of Benoit
Payan, LFI had the intelligence to prefer to withdraw its list, even without a merger, rather than offer the city to the
RN.

But the most serious thing is obviously that, in total, the divisions of the first round campaign, the surge of a hateful
campaign against LFI and a strong mobilization of the right will have prevented the victory of the LFI candidate at the
head of the merged lists in Toulouse and Limoges and a real percentage of PS voters will not have followed the
movement. It should be noted that it was only after the first round, in Toulouse for example, that the unions (CGT,
FSU, Solidaires) called for a vote for the merged list on the left. These mergers and the voluntary withdrawal of LFI in
Marseille have led to victories on the left as well as in Nantes and Lyon. But the majority of the merged LFI/PS lists
were defeated, allowing a new offensive within the PS to block any approach to unity on the left.

In total, LFI won its bet of local implantation by winning the elections in 8 cities, including 7 with more than 30,000
inhabitants, mainly in the working-class suburbs of the Paris region, in the North and around Lyon. However, this
campaign will have put the left on a track that can only derail it in 2027. The main parties of the left see their action in
the coming months only on the institutional terrain, with the electoral preparation of 2027, without any joint campaign
on social or democratic issues. In addition, the fragmentation of the left-wing parties has largely slowed down the
construction of unitary approaches with the social and trade union movement. The difference with June/July 2024 is
obvious from this point of view. On the electoral question, a sad symmetrical game is being played. Olivier Faure has
just publicly rejected “any national agreement between the PS and LFI for the presidential and legislative elections”.
A statement unimaginable two years ago and demoralizing for tens of thousands of activists of the social and trade
union movement who see the arrival of the RN in 2027. On the side of la France Insoumise, all the statements that
followed the second round rule out any reference to the NFP, detailing the party's march towards the presidential
election and calling on left-wing currents to join it without proposing any common approach by the NFP parties.
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The way therefore seems closed to the construction of a unity on the left on the basis of a break with austerity
policies and no social lever appears for the moment that can reverse the centrifugal dynamics, while the popular
classes are still suffering new attacks with the increase in the cost of living due to speculation on oil products and in
the background, The climate, ecological, health and social crises continue to worsen, boosted in particular by the
wars in the Middle East and Eastern Europe, inter-imperialist rivalries and the arms race. It is therefore an imperative
necessity, in the face of the programmed victory of Bardella/Le Pen, to build such a unitary alternative of a rupture
with neoliberal capitalist policies, a construction that would require the united mobilization of all the forces of the
workers’ and democratic movement, as was achieved in 2024, barely two years ago.

Source: Viento Sur
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[1] The Senate has 348 seats. It is elected by indirect suffrage by 162,000 grand electors, 95% of whom are delegates from municipal councils,

plus other regional elected officials, deputies and senators.
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