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Banning Golden Dawn Hasn’t Stopped Greece’s Slide to the Far Right

The criminalization of the neo-Nazi group Golden Dawn in October 2020 was a water shed
moment in the political turmoil that has enveloped Greece over the last decade. The party’s
dramatic electoral collapse — marked, already beforethe ban, by itsfailureto elect any MPs
in the 2019 general election — fed a powerful ideological narrative claiming that thecrisis
was now over and that Greece was “back to normal.” Golden Dawn’s conviction was praised
emphatically by the political establishment and cor porate media alike.
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