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A call for trade union solidarity : Stand with Palestinian workers in Gaza

The Palestinian trade union movement, with support from the Congress of South African
Trade Unions and its affiliates, is unanimously calling on trade unions internationally to take
immediate action to stop the Israeli massacre in Gaza and hold Israel to account for its
crimes against the Palestinian people.

In the two weeks of the latest Israeli military aggression in the Gaza strip, whole families have been wiped out, and
over 600 Palestinians have been killed, almost 80% of them civilians and a third of them children. Over 1.8 million
Palestinians are trapped in an occupied and besieged small piece of land that Israel has turned into an open-air
prison, subject to daily bombardment by Israeli rockets and heavy artillery. For seven years, Palestinians in Gaza
have been under a brutal and illegal siege whose purpose is to destroy the conditions of life and break the spirit of
the people. The siege and the recurrent bombing have created a humanitarian catastrophe, with critical shortages of
water, food, and medical supplies. Freedom of movement, the right to education and access to health services have
been extensively denied by the Israeli occupation.

Israel's goal in this latest aggression against Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, is to
perpetuate the occupation. This year we mark ten years since the International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled that the
construction of Israel's wall and its associated regime in the occupied Palestinian West Bank - of settlements, land
confiscation, separate roads, permit systems and movement restrictions - is illegal under international law. Yet in ten
years the international community has allowed Israel to continue construction on occupied territory and continue its
system of occupation, apartheid and colonialism against the Palestinian people.

While governments prevaricate and allow Israel to act with utter impunity, and most of the mainstream media parrots
Israel's Orwellian propaganda, civil society solidarity is the only force that can help stop the ongoing slaughter of our
people and send them a message that they are not alone, exactly as effective international solidarity had done in
supporting the struggle for freedom in apartheid South Africa. In the face of this international inaction, we, the
Palestinian trade unions, call on trade unions around the world to take urgent measures, and in particular to intensify
Boycotts, Divestments and Sanctions (BDS) against Israel, until it complies with international law.

We ask you to consider the following actions :

1.Stop handling goods imported from or exported to Israel,

2. Divest your trade union pension âEuros" and other âEuros" funds from Israel Bonds as well as from corporations
and banks that complicit in Israel's occupation and human rights violations,

3. Dissociate from Israeli trade unions which are complicit in the occupation

4. Support our call for a military embargo on Israel

5. Share information with your members about the siege and destruction of Gaza and ask your members to boycott
Israeli products and to share their knowledge with family, co-workers, and friends.

Today more than ever, solidarity with Palestinians workers and their families in Gaza and the rest of the occupied
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Palestinian territory is an essential component of progressive, principled trade union politics. Given the complete
failure and unwillingness of governments to hold Israel accountable to international law there is widespread
recognition that Israel's occupation must be isolated by the pressure of civil society.

We rely on our brothers and sisters in the trade union movement internationally to continue a proud tradition of
international solidarity and to stand with us as you stood with the struggle against apartheid in South Africa.

Issued by the following Palestinian trade unions :
 Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions-Gaza
 General Union of Palestinian Workers
 Union of Professional Associations
 Federation of Independent Trade Unions

With the support of :
 Congress of South African Trade Unions

Posted on July 30, 2014 by The Palestinian trade union movement and the Congress of South African Trade Unions

http://www.bdsmovement.net/2014/sta...
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