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Solidarity with Ukrainian and Russian resistance to the war

Having met this week with Ukrainian and Russian socialists committed to the defeat of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, we, activists gathered at the 37th international revolutionary
youth camp in solidarity with the Fourth international in Vieure (France) from the 23rd until
the 29th of July 2022, declare our opposition to Russia's imperialist war in Ukraine.

The full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine since the 24th of February 2022 marks a clear escalation of the war which
had been going on since 2014 in the country. It is aimed at satisfying Great Russian expansionism; it has resulted in
numerous war crimes and crimes against humanity; tens of thousands of Ukrainians have already been killed, 15
million have been forced to flee their homes and many of them had to seek refuge abroad. The immediate withdrawal
of Russian troops is necessary to stop the sufferings and ensure the democratic self-determination of the people in
Ukraine.

We express our solidarity with the Ukrainian people who are the victims of this unjustified assault and support their
resistance against the invading and occupying power. We also stand in solidarity with opposition to the war as
expressed by Russian activists, many of them having had to flee abroad to escape the authoritarianism of Putin's
regime. We remind Europe that this regime is hailed by many far-right movements which have been on the rise
throughout the continent.

We warn against any direct inter-imperialist war between NATO and Russia, all the while striving for the defeat of the
Russian invasion. A nuclear conflict would be a disaster the world has only had horrifying glimpses of before.

We call for the cancellation of all Ukrainian foreign debt held by Western powers as well as international financial
institutions such as the IMF and the World Bank. This debt has only helped develop a neoliberal regime of capitalist
accumulation in Ukraine at the expense of the Ukrainian working class. Freeing these funds would help Ukraine
resist the Russian assault and rebuild the country without the interference of Western neoliberal markets.

So far, the sanctions have targeted a limited number of members of the Russian ruling class; they clearly are
ineffective in stopping the war.

Furthermore, Western companies continue to trade military components with Russia. We support the expropriation of
Russian millionaires' assets in foreign banks and their redistribution to rebuild Ukraine and support the victims of the
war. This requires an international public register of wealth; such a register would also be a necessary first step to
impose any meaningful tax on the capitalists of our own countries to make them pay for the economic and social
crisis which the war in Ukraine has aggravated while allowing for even more delirious profits for capitalists such as in
the spheres of energy and arms sales.

We thank our Ukrainian comrades from SotsValniy Rukh for dedicating time to come to this camp and share their
experiences; we will stay in solidarity with them and with our Russian comrades to contribute to the defeat of the
Russian invasion in any way we can and help rebuild an independent and democratic Ukraine. We hope our
exchanges and discussions during and after this camp can help inspire a world free of military blocks and all
neo-colonial relations.

29 July 2022
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PS:
If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate
then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing
functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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