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“The absence of rules is the fundamental character of the regime”

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.

[1] The People's Protection Units (Kurdish: Yekîneyên Parastina Gel, abbreviated to YPG) are the armed wing of the Kurdish Democratic Union

Party (PYD) in Syria. They were formed in 2011 during the Syrian civil war.

[2] The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation is one of a number of political and economic intergovernmental organisations active in Asia. The

successor to the "Shanghai Group", it was established in 2001 by China, Russia and four Central Asian states: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan

and Uzbekistan. It was extended to India and Pakistan in 2016, then to Iran in 2021.
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