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Syrian Women and the Uprising: Fighting on Multiple Fronts

Syria Freedom republished this article that was published first on Syriauntold with the following
comment:
 Before republishing this article that you can find below, we, the Revolutionary Left Current in
Syria, reiterate that the emancipation and liberation of women is fully and completely part of the
Syrian revolutionary process. The women have played an enormous role in the revolutionary
process since the beginning and have been an essential actor in the struggle against the Assad
regime and reactionary forces inside the revolution.

Regarding women’s emancipation and liberation, we believe that there is an intersection between gender, class, and
race ( understood not as a scientific concept because it is not, but as a social construct) oppression. This intersection
must nevertheless not be understood as a simple addition or summing up of oppressions.

As a result of this very intersection, women cannot be considered as homogenous subjects. Their diversity in racial,
class, ethnic and status terms and how this diversification and interaction of elements play a part in forming their
subjectivity.

This is why we should not underevaluate the interconnections between gender discrimination, economic conditions
and cultural and ideological oppressions, otherwise we have the risk of loosing sight of the complexity of the task of
building a worker’s movement of men and women.
 Disregarding these interconnections not only disservice women’s liberation and emancipation, but is also a
disservice to Marxism and to a political project that has the objective of a radical transformation of society.

The question of the relationship between capitalism and patriarchy must be studied altogether. Capitalism has
maintained and instrumentalized patriarchal power relations and ideology in many ways.

The bourgeois Assad regime in its rule in the past 40 years is no different to these dynamics in maintaining patriarchy
and enforcing neo liberal policies, while it has not  in any way implemented policies to emancipate and liberate
women from capitalist and patriarchal oppressions.

To recognize that in this context men, including working class men, have and continue to enjoy a relative benefit from
gender oppression does not entail to considering men as an exploiter class, but aiming at understanding the
complexity with which capitalism incorporate and employs pre capitalist power relations to establish hierarchies of
exploited and oppressed, digging trenches and raising barriers.

Indeed, to build a worker’s movement, we need to understand how gender, race and sectarian influence both the
composition of the labour force and the processes of developing subjectivity. Moreover, it also means an end to the
contest over primary oppression. The point is not whether classes comes before gender or the opposite, the point is
rather how gender and class interline in capitalist production and power relations, which result in a complex reality.

We believe that no socialism is possible without feminism, and no feminism is possible without socialism.

The issue of women liberation and emancipation is completely part of the process and project of building a third
force, which is based on the objective of the revolution democracy,social justice and refusal of sectarianism, that is
independent from the Assad regime and the forces linked to it on one side and on the other side the islamist and
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reactionary groups. Both are sections of the counter revolutions.

Around the issue of the veil, our position is clear: Women only should decide by themselves and independently of its
wearing or not. The veil imposed or withdrawn by force is a reactionary act which goes against any support for
self-determination of women.

This is why we oppose similarly 1) the islamophobic policies implemented in Europe targeting Muslims but more
especially Muslim women who are the target of racist policies from States,notably the law of 2004 in France
forbidding the headscarves in schools and increasing violence from fascist and right wings political parties and
groups,  2) the mandatory imposition of the headscarves in Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Republic of Iran, in addition
to other reactionary laws targeting women.

This is the original article:

In Syria, women were at the core of the peaceful protests from the beginning of the uprising, in March 2011. From
renowned opposition figures like Suheir Atassi and activists Marwa al-Ghamian and Razan Zaitouneh, to artists such
as Fadwa Suleiman, May Scaf, Kefah Deeb, and Rima Fleihan, women have been instrumental to the civil
disobedience movement since its earlier stages. The message was clear: men and women, hand in hand against
tyranny.

In addition to the general struggle for human rights and social justice, the Syrian uprising was the framework for the
questioning of a patriarchal society in which religion has been used to keep women under control.

Despite the shared goals of protesters, conflicting views between the secular and religious approaches emerged very
early into the uprising. While some opposition activists wanted to break all taboos and question the patriarchal
system as a whole, others focused on the regime while remaining committed to more traditional and conservative
values.
 Syrian activist Noura shows her support to the Uprising of Women in the Arab World. Source: the UprisingÂ´s
facebook page

Syrian activist Noura shows her support to the Uprising of Women in the Arab World. Source: the UprisingÂ´s
facebook page

As part of the struggle for equality, many Syrian women joined the Uprising of Women in the Arab World, a free
secular space for dialogue about women’s rights in the Arab world that welcomes women from all religions and
backgrounds: Arabs, Berbers, Nubians, Kurds, Assyrians, Arameans, Syriacs, Armenians, Turks, Turkmen,
Circassian… Syrian women joined the initiative under a powerful motto: “To overthrow the repressive regime on the
one hand, the oppressive religious and social power structures on the other”.

Among the many comments on the Uprising’s site, we found Batoul’s wish: “To become the President of Syria, this is
why I support the Uprising of Arab Women,” and Lamar’s powerful insight: “I do not make a distinction between the
Syrian revolution and women’s revolution, to me they are the same.”
 Syrian activist Dana Bakdounis exercises her right not to wear a hijab. Source: The Uprising of Women in the Arab
WorldÂ´s facebook page.

Syrian activist Dana Bakdounis exercises her right not to wear a hijab. Source: The Uprising of Women in the Arab
WorldÂ´s facebook page.
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Some of the comments point at the issue of traditional clothing and the Islamic veil / headscarf. “I support the uprising
of women and do not want intellectuals to look at my hijab as a symbol of backwardness,” an activist wrote. “I stand
with women’s rights and everyone’s right to choose. My personal choice is to wear the Islamic veil, and I do not want
to be judged for it.”

Other activists made an association between clothing and restrictions on women’s freedom. “For 20 years, I was
deprived of feeling the air touch my body and my hair,” a young woman wrote, next to a photo of herself without a
headscarf, holding her passport, in which she was wearing the hijab.

According to some, the time for this kind of discussions has yet to come, a recurrent argument in the history of
revolutions against oppression in the region (From Algeria to Iran, women actively participated in the struggles
against oppressive rulers, only to find themselves pushed into the background as soon as those were overthrown).

“Now is the time to talk about women’s rights,” an activist assured. The Syrian regime is the product of a society that
nurtured it. We do not only want to get rid of the regime, but also of its nurturer.”

With the evolution of the popular uprising into a militarized conflict in which several external forces have intervened,
women’s rights, and human rights as a whole, have clashed with newly found enemies. Extremist groups such as the
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) pose increasing threats to the diversity and co-existence characteristic of the
Syrian context, including restrictions on women’s movements and self-expression. From Raqqa teacher Souad Nofal
to renowned activist Razan Zaitouneh, of SyriaÂ´s Violations Documentation Center, many have stood against these
groups which are trying to impose their own extremist agendas on Syrians, paying a heavy price for it.
 Raqqa activist Suad Nofal with her one-woman demonstrationÂ´s banners. Used with permission.

Raqqa activist Suad Nofal with her one-woman demonstrationÂ´s banners. Used with permission.

“We did not take to the streets against Assad to be scared of these ones now!” was the motto repeated by many
during popular demonstrations against the impositions of Al-Qaeda groups in the country.

In the words of Razan Ghazzaoui, while male activists are able to enter liberated or disputed areas, women face all
kind of restrictions. “Opposition checkpointsÂ´s main task was to ask unveiled Syrian women what they are doing
here, in their own country. â€˜Are you really a journalist?’ they would ask. And the person sitting next to them would
have to vouch for them in order to pass the checkpoint.”

“All the revolutionary women who are going into Syria to see how they can help are having to take extra precautions
and security measures to protect themselves from all kinds of dangers,” she denounced. “And this is all because they
don’t have a penis. That’s it. And when it comes to those male, secular or otherwise, activists who enter and leave
the country as they will, none of them has raised a finger or condemned these obstacles that are being put in the face
of their, supposedly, partners in the revolution.”

Representation of women within the political opposition leaves much to be desired as well. With a large majority of
men doing the decision-making, the few women involved in the process are but pure decoration within a
male-dominated scenario. In the words of Khawla Dunia, “women are like spices for men in the political opposition.
They use us to add some flavor, but we do not affect the main ingredients. I refuse to take part in this cooking, as
long as I am not considered an active participant.”
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