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Negrophobia in Tunisia: structural racism and imperialist export

For several months now, black people living in Tunisia have been subjected to attacks, firings
and expulsions, against a backdrop of the fight against illegal immigrants.

In this context, the Tunisian presidency has even developed theories of the "great replacement" to justify this
treatment, and has followed in the footsteps of the Tunisian National Party, a small but extremely racist (and
anti-Semitic) party.

Border guard
A month ago, (French Interior Minister) Darmanin came to officialise an agreement turning Tunisia into a border
guard, following in the footsteps of Italy, which had made the same request in January. For a few million euros, the
Tunisian government has undertaken to discourage people from leaving for Europe from its shores, with the tacit
agreement that as long as the flow of migrants decreases, France will be less strict about human rights.

The situation deteriorated sharply in the port town of Sfax - which, because of the configuration of the tides, is the
one most conducive to crossing - where, following a fatal altercation with a migrant, real pogroms took place over
several nights in front of a police force that was passive at best. Several dozen injured people filled the hospital in
Sfax. Some of the people forcibly evicted from their homes and robbed included people who were "in order" as far as
Tunisian immigration was concerned.

Deportations to Libya
The authorities have chartered buses to forcibly take migrants fleeing the city to the Libyan border. To date, there are
around 1,200 of them, including at least 29 children and three pregnant women, and their situation is unknown. They
have to get by without water or food in the desert, and organisations and journalists are forbidden to intervene. On
the Libyan side, they have been threatened and have had to turn back. Their situation is dramatic. Several people
have already died of dehydration. Those who did not get on the buses are wandering in the suburbs of Sfax, with
nowhere to shelter and no humanitarian aid other than individual solidarity.

Fanning the flames of the structural negrophobia that exists in the Maghreb by acting as a safeguard against
European racist policies while developing a vague anti-imperialism façade: this is the recipe of the Tunisian state.
The massive scale of the deportations nevertheless represents a break with the past. There is an urgent need to
develop solidarity with organisations supporting migrants in Tunisia, and above all for us to demand an end to the
Fortress Europe policy. No one is illegal and all immigrants are welcome.

Translated by International Viewpoint from l’Anticapitaliste.
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functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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