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38 Syriza MPs reject the agreement

38 Syriza MPs reject the agreement.
 Overall result: 229 yes, 64 no, 6 abstain/present, one absence.
 Today is a tragic day for Greece and for its Left.

More than two thirds of Syriza MPs voted jointly with the pro-austerity parties (New Democracy, Pasok, Potami) and
the junior coalition partner Anel the prerequisite bill for the toughest by far austerity package ever accepted by any
kind of left (including social-democracy) government in Europe, the only possible comparison being the 1st
Memorandum passed by Pasok in 2010.

But it's even more serious in a way than draconian austerity in a country already devastated by five years of 'shock
therapy': it's the total destruction of democracy, of popular sovereignty, the perpetuation and aggravation of the
sharpest form of subjection.

But 38 Syriza MPs (out of a total of 149) saved the honour: 32 voted no, six voted "present" (there was also one
absence)

It appears that all Left Platform MPs, + KOE (maoists) + Zoe Kostantopoulou + former ministers Varoufakis and
Nandia Valavani and a couple of others voted No while six MPs of the "53" current (left wing of the former majority
bloc) voted present.

In any case, the government has lost control of its own majority: of the 162 MPs of the Syriza-ANel coalition, only 123
supported it, far less than the required by constitutional practice parliamentary majority of 151 MPs coming from the
ranks of the government.

In principle Tsipras should resign, he blackmailed this afternoon the Syriza MPs saying that if he hadn't the support of
all them he would do so. But of course he won't, he was just trying to manipulate his troops. However it seems clear
that it is only a matter of time for this new de facto pro-austerity majority to translate in a proper political coalition of
some sort.

The "38" [Syriza MP's who voted NO or abstained ] saved the day . So there remains the possibility of a future. The
left to be transformed through the struggles of workers and the people.
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